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Abstract

Many of the crises and instabilities in Afghanistan are linked to the employment crisis
and the lack of entrepreneurship. However, while the higher education system should
play decisive roles in training entrepreneurs, evidence indicates that this system faces
numerous challenges and barriers to becoming entrepreneurial. Therefore, the primary
objective of this study is to analyze the obstacles hindering the entrepreneurial
transformation of Afghanistan’s higher education system. Conducted within an
interpretive paradigm, this qualitative research employs grounded theory and in-depth
interviews. The target population consists of 15 Afghan elites, including faculty
members, entrepreneurs, and entrepreneurship experts. The findings reveal that a
combination of factors and conditions act as challenges to the system’s entrepreneurial
development, categorized into three groups: causal conditions (e.g., lack of vision,
resources, and entrepreneurial organizational culture), contextual conditions (e.g.,
non-applied higher education, absence of internationalization, and insufficient
supportive laws and normative mandates), and intervening factors (e.g., government
neglect, war, and instability). However, participants emphasized that strategies such
as university-market collaboration, redefining the nature and goals of higher
education, and comprehensive public support are essential for fostering
entrepreneurship. Additionally, the consequences of the system’s non-entrepreneurial
status were categorized into rising poverty and unemployment, uncontrolled
migration, the spread of war and violence, addiction, and increased social deviance.
The central phenomenon in the paradigmatic model was identified as “lack of
dynamism and marginalization.” In conclusion, the study highlights that Afghanistan’s
higher education system faces multifaceted barriers rooted in social, cultural,
economic, political, and legal conditions. To transition toward entrepreneurship, the
system requires redefinition, a shift from the margins to the center, and holistic,
collective support.
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Introduction

Afghanistan’s higher education system
faces significant and persistent challenges
in entrepreneurship and the cultivation of
entrepreneurs. Graduates from Afghan
universities not only lack the capacity to
create job opportunities or secure
employment but are also largely
disconnected from the labor market. This
national crisis has led to severe
consequences, including uncontrolled
youth migration, recruitment of young
people by extremist and terrorist groups,
addiction, the spread of war and violence,
increased social harms, and the loss of
national capital. Furthermore, despite these
damages, universities and the higher
education system—which should act as
catalysts for progress and development by
training specialists and entrepreneurs—
have failed to fulfill this role effectively.
Compounding the issue is the lack of
rigorous research on this problem; despite
extensive efforts, no scientific studies in
this area have been identified. Thus, there
is a pressing need to investigate the causes
and conditions behind the absence of
entrepreneurship in Afghanistan’s higher
education system and to conduct scientific
research in this field. This study seeks to
address the following questions: Why does
Afghanistan’s higher education system
lack the capacity and conditions necessary
to cultivate entrepreneurs and develop
entrepreneurship? What barriers hinder
entrepreneurship within this system? What
strategies are essential to transform the
higher  education system into an
entrepreneurial one? Finally, what have
been the consequences of the absence of
entrepreneurship in Afghanistan’s higher
education system?

Materials and Methods

This research was conducted within an
interpretive paradigm using a qualitative
approach, employing grounded theory and
in-depth interviews. The target population
included Afghan elites, such as faculty
members, entrepreneurs, and economic
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experts. Participants were selected through
purposive sampling based on theoretical
studies and their potential to provide rich
insights. Efforts were made to include
participants from diverse backgrounds,
professional statuses, expertise, and
entrepreneurial experiences. Interviews
continued until theoretical saturation was
achieved, resulting in 15 interviews. With
participants’ consent, interviews were
recorded, transcribed, and analyzed
through open, axial, and selective coding to
extract key statements, concepts, and
themes.

Discussion and Findings

All observations and lived experiences
indicate  that  Afghanistan’s  higher
education system is non-entrepreneurial,
with barriers rooted in causal conditions
(e.g., lack of vision and resources, absence
of an entrepreneurial organizational
culture), contextual conditions (e.g.,
impractical/ineffective higher education,
lack of internationalization, and
insufficient supportive laws and normative
mandates), and intervening factors (e.g.,
inadequate government support, war, and
instability). To transform this system into
an entrepreneurial one, strategies such as
university-market collaboration, redefining
the nature and goals of higher education,
and global support for the system must be
implemented. Major consequences of the
absence of entrepreneurship include rising
poverty and unemployment, uncontrolled
migration, the spread of war and violence,
addiction, and increased social deviance.
The central phenomenon identified in the
paradigm model was “lack of dynamism
and marginalization”.

Conclusion

In the 21st century, the mission of
universities is to cultivate committed,
innovative, and entrepreneurial human
resources.  Universities must  foster
entrepreneurial thinking and develop
entrepreneurial skills among graduates—
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individuals who can leverage their
knowledge and expertise to initiate
individual or collective ventures in their
fields. Entrepreneurial universities, as
academic, research, and professional
institutions,  prioritize  entrepreneurial
concepts, requirements, and characteristics
in all their activities. Industrialized nations
recognize entrepreneurs’ role in economic
development and  thus  promote
entrepreneurial culture through supportive
policies to enhance entrepreneurial traits
and  sustain  entrepreneurial  spirit.
Therefore, developing entrepreneurship
through training entrepreneurial graduates
is feasible, and identifying and nurturing
students’ entrepreneurial talents is a key
objective for higher education institutions
striving to become entrepreneurial. In
conclusion, this study finds that
Afghanistan’s higher education system
faces multifaceted barriers to
entrepreneurship, stemming from social,
cultural, economic, political, and legal
conditions. It requires redefinition, a shift
from marginalization to centrality, and
comprehensive global support.
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Abstract

Examining the function of border administration and the role of local rulers in northern
Khorasan concerning the insecurity of the northeastern borders is of great importance.
This research seeks to answer, using a descriptive-analytical method and based on
historical sources, the following question: Why was security not established in these
regions despite the existence of border administrations in northern Khorasan? The
research hypothesis is that the policies of local rulers were effective in creating
insecurity. The findings indicate that entrusting border administration to independent
rulers created difficulties in the conventional functioning of the border and generated
insecurity. This was because putting a stop to raids meant, for the local rulers, cutting
off the related income and the privileges that the government had granted them in
return for border guarding. The local rulers were one of the instigators of raids and an
obstacle to the submission of the Turkmens. The existence of three parallel and rival
powers, who tried to weaken each other by inciting the Turkmens, gave more leeway
to the raids. The counter-raids by local rulers and their mistreatment of the Turkmens
also played an intensifying role in the spread of plundering. The results show that the
obstacles and problems on the path to security stemmed from the Qajar government's
method of border administration. The feudal structure of the frontier and the
independent power of the local rulers prevented the center from exerting power and
oversight over their activities. The weakness of the state and the lack of supervision
provided the grounds for border violations, disregard for government decisions, abuse
of position, collusion, and interaction. Overall, the performance of the border guards
had a decisive impact on the permeability of the Turkmen border, and the
government's attempts at reform were unsuccessful. It was only with the involvement
of Russia that Iran was finally able, after many years, to bring the local rulers under
control.
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Introduction

During a period of Iranian history spanning
from the interregnum of Nader Shah's
successors to the end of Naseri rule, Iran's
northeastern  borders  were  almost
continuously exposed to upheavals and
attacks by tribes. The presence of nomadic
tribes in these regions, the weakness of the
central government, and the unreliable,
dualistic functioning of local border
administrations consistently kept the
northeastern borders in a state of
instability. The aim of the present research
is to examine the role of local rulers in the
perpetuation of insecurity along the
northeastern borders, from the rise of the
Qajar dynasty up to the conclusion of the
Akhal Treaty, and to consider the effects of
this insecurity on border developments.

Materials and Methods

The method and approach of this research is
descriptive-analytical and based on archival
and published documents, as well as library
resources. The research hypothesis is that
entrusting border administration to largely
independent and self-interested rulers, coupled
with the lack of effective government
oversight, deterred border guards from their
inherent duty of providing security.

Discussion and Findings

Following the fall of the Safavids, insecurity
engulfed eastern Iran. This situation intensified
during the period after Nader Shah. Although
the rise of the Qajars reduced the intensity of
the insecurities, the outbreak of the Iran-Russia
wars and Iran's entanglements in other border
regions led to a decrease in the military power
and political authority of the central
government, resulting in reduced central
control over the northeastern provinces. Since
the border regions had a feudalistic structure,
central control over the entire frontier was not
always possible. The presence of the Khans of
the Kurds in northern Khorasan and their
acquisition of political and military authority in
these areas gradually weakened the
government's control over the northeastern

Rahmat and Sarafrazi (2025)

borders. By the Naseri era, the real power in the
border regions was in the hands of these Khans,
who administered the border provinces
according to their own will and did not feel
obliged to accept the views of the center.
Consequently, two viewpoints existed within
the governance structure. One viewpoint did
not look favorably upon the local Khans and
sought to secure the border areas by
dispatching forces from the center. This
viewpoint was based on the perception that
accused the Khans of covert coordination with
the Turkmens. In contrast, another viewpoint
emphasized using local forces to confront the
Turkmens, considering this strategy to be less
costly. It appears that for a large part of the
Naseri period, due to the emptiness of the state
treasury, the second viewpoint prevailed in
decision-making. The findings indicate that the
strategy of relying solely on local forces had
unintended consequences. The exemption of
local forces from paying taxes in return for
border guarding allowed them, backed by their
riflemen and financial power, to consolidate
the foundations of their financial autonomy. In
addition to strengthening their own military
fortifications by justifying their necessity, they
instigated and strengthened factors of
insecurity along the frontier in order to
perpetuate their tax exemptions and state
privileges.

Conclusion

The investigation revealed that the
government's inability to exert power over
tribal environments, the authoritarian nature of
local powers, and their self-interested attitude
made achieving lasting security in these
regions difficult. The interests of the local
powers were dependent on the insecurity of the
border. If the northern borders had become
tranquil and secure from tribal attacks, the
border governors would have been deprived of
the privileges and benefits derived from the
raids. Consequently, they were one of the main
obstacles to the submission of the Turkmens
and a significant instigator of raids. The border
guarding method of retaliation and counter-
raids by border cavalry kept the tribes in a state
of enmity and continuously exposed the
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borders to plunder. Military confrontation and
suppression distanced the tribes from Iranian
sovereignty. Ultimately, this research revealed
that besides financial income, what was very
important for the local rulers was the
consolidation of their own rule. To achieve this
goal, they sometimes, contrary to the duty of
border protection, compromised with the
Turkmens or turned a blind eye to the influence
of the raiders. Cooperation had benefits for
them. By receiving transit tolls, they diverted
the pressure of attacks to other parts of the
border provinces and protected the area under
their control from plunder. They also benefited
from other advantages created by the insecurity
caused by the Turkmens. Under the pretext of
establishing security, they found opportunities
to manipulate the state budget; the existence of
insecurity in the region also provided the
opportunity to raid and plunder the tribes. They
could not only seize the property of the
Turkmens but also take a number of them
captive and receive heavy ransoms for their
release. In short, this combination of factors
caused local rulers to increase the scope of
insecurity, preventing stability from being
established in these regions until the
conclusion of the Akhal Treaty.
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Abstract

The present study aims to explain the factors contributing to the achievements
and failures of Hamid Karzai's government. According to historical evidence,
the Karzai administration was relatively successful in delivering basic services
such as security, justice, and welfare. However, despite the support of the
international community and assistance from the United States, it failed to
establish a system of governance acceptable to the citizens of Afghanistan and
the donor countries. Therefore, addressing this issue is crucial for
understanding the conditions of governance in Afghanistan. Accordingly, the
main research question is: What factors contributed to the achievements and
failures of the Karzai government? This study employs a descriptive-
analytical method and is based on a systematic review of all available
documents and sources. The findings indicate that, during its thirteen-year rule
and with the support of the international community, the Karzai government
achieved relative progress in the areas of military development, education,
human rights, democracy, freedom of expression, women's rights, and
infrastructure reconstruction and modernization. However, the lack of a clear
policy, weak national unity discourse, interference of regional countries,
mismanagement of foreign aid, and the failure to combat administrative
corruption were among the main obstacles and reasons for the government’s
shortcomings. The overall conclusion of this study suggests that governance
in Afghanistan is influenced by a complex set of internal and external factors,
and success in this area requires a comprehensive approach that considers all
variables and conditions, both domestic and international.
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Introduction

The governance  landscape  of
Afghanistan under Hamid Karzai's
leadership presents a complex tapestry
of achievements and shortcomings.
While historical records indicate a
degree of success in delivering essential
services such as security, justice, and
welfare, the Karzai administration's
inability to secure broad-based
legitimacy remains a critical challenge.
This research seeks to elucidate the
myriad  factors influencing the
successes and failures of the Karzai
government, offering critical insights
into Afghanistan's governance
dynamics. Central to this inquiry is a
fundamental question: What factors
shaped the outcomes of Hamid Karzai’s
government? Employing a descriptive-
analytical methodology and conducting
a systematic review of extant
documents, this study aims to unravel
the intricate web of influences that
steered the Karzai administration over
its  thirteen-year tenure. Through
rigorous examination of historical
evidence and scholarly literature, the
research  strives to provide a
comprehensive understanding of the
forces at play during Karzai’s rule.

Findings
The findings illuminate a nuanced

picture of Karzai’s governance,
characterized by a blend of
accomplishments and impediments.

While the internationally backed
government succeeded in implementing
reforms across sectors such as the
military, education, human rights, and
infrastructure, significant challenges
persisted. Factors including the absence
of a coherent policy framework
undermining national unity, regional
interference, mismanagement of

Mazhar et al. (2025)

foreign aid, and endemic administrative
corruption emerged as major barriers to
progress. These results underscore the
complex interplay of internal and
external  dynamics in  shaping
Afghanistan’s governance landscape
and emphasize the necessity of a
holistic approach to address the
country’s governance challenges.

Materials/Methods

This research adopts a descriptive-
analytical approach combined with a
systematic review of all available
documents to investigate factors
affecting the achievements and failures
of Hamid Karzai’s government in
Afghanistan. Historical evidence is
used to assess the administration’s
relative success in delivering essential
services (security, justice, welfare)
despite  challenges in  gaining
acceptance among citizens and donor
nations. The core research question
focuses on identifying  factors
influencing the Karzai government’s
outcomes. A  descriptive-analytical
methodology is applied to examine
historical records, scholarly articles,
policy documents, and other relevant

sources. These  materials  are
systematically reviewed to extract
insights into governance dynamics

during Karzai’s thirteen-year rule.

Results

The results reveal that the Karzai
government, with international support,
achieved notable transformations in the
military, education, human rights,
democracy, and infrastructure.
However, obstacles such as the lack of
clear policy direction, weak national
unity, regional interference,
mismanagement of foreign aid, and
administrative  corruption  hindered
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progress.  Overall, the research
highlights the imperative of considering
both domestic and external factors in
understanding governance in
Afghanistan and advocates for a
comprehensive strategy to address the
nation’s governance challenges.

Discussion and Conclusion

This study clarifies the complex
interplay of factors affecting the
successes and failures of Hamid
Karzai’s government. Despite
significant achievements in delivering
essential services, the administration’s
inability to secure broad legitimacy
underscores the multifaceted nature of
Afghan governance. Key factors
enabling accomplishments included the
government’s  capacity to  garner
international support, notably from the
United States. With foreign aid,
Karzai’s administration implemented
substantial reforms in sectors like the
military, education, human rights,
democracy, freedom of expression,
women’s rights, and infrastructure,
leading to tangible improvements in
citizens' lives and laying groundwork
for long-term development.
Nevertheless,  critical  challenges
persisted. The absence of a cohesive
policy vision and weak national unity
Impeded effective responses to citizens'
diverse needs. Regional interference—
driven by geopolitical interests—
further complicated governance
dynamics, undermining state
sovereignty and fueling instability.
Additionally,  mismanagement  of
foreign aid and  administrative
corruption hampered efficient resource
utilization, constraining state capacity
for service delivery and development.

Mazhar et al. (2025)

Conclusion
The  findings  emphasize  that
understanding governance in
Afghanistan requires acknowledging
the intricate nexus of domestic and
external  variables.  Success in
governance reforms demands a holistic
approach addressing root causes of
instability, strengthening national unity,
and enhancing institutional capacity.
By recognizing this complex interplay,
policymakers can devise more effective
strategies to promote  stability,
prosperity, and  legitimacy in
Afghanistan.
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Abstract

The year 916 AH represents one of the most significant historical periods
of Shah Ismail I's reign in Greater Khorasan, as the defeat of the Sunni
Uzbeks in the Battle of Marv during this year established a cohesive
government in Iran and proclaimed Twelver Shi'ism as the state religion.
This battle constituted a sectarian conflict that directly impacted Sunni-
populated regions, prompting Shah Ismail to implement coercive policies
toward local populations. Contemporary coins, serving as public
instruments of exchange, materially attest to this reality, while numismatic
studies provide a reliable historical source for directly reconstructing these
impacts. This research primarily aims to introduce coins minted in Herat
in 916 AH and reconstruct the Battle of Marv's consequences in the city
through archaeological and numismatic analysis using descriptive-
analytical and historical methods; requisite data were obtained via library
research and direct examination of coins at the Astan Quds Razavi
Museum. The central research question addresses how Shah Ismail
Safavi's military challenges and conflicts with the Uzbeks influenced
Herat's coinage system. The study demonstrates that the most widely
distributed dated coins in the Astan Quds Razavi Museum are Herat issues
from 916 AH—among the earliest Khorasan coinages of Shah Ismail's
reign—minted with dual objectives: demonstrating state authority,
stimulating commerce, and incentivizing Qizilbash settlement in Herat.
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Introduction

These coins were minted during a
period of heightened turmoil in
Khorasan amid military conflicts
initiated by Shah Ismail | in eastern
regions. They represent the most
diverse numismatic corpus from this era
and serve as critical primary sources for
reconstructing  the  socioeconomic
conditions of Herat’s populace.
Historically, mints were established in
cities of strategic economic, political,
and logistical significance, with coin

production reflecting governmental
authority and economic capacity.
Consequently, Herat’s mint

underscores Shah Ismail I’s political

influence and regional prominence
following its conquest.

Methods

This research employs a dual-method
approach: First, historical,

geographical, and artistic sources were
analyzed to  contextualize  the
numismatic evidence. Second, ten Shah
Ismail I-era coins minted in Herat (916
AH) were directly examined from the
Astan Quds Razavi Museum collection
(Museum Nos.: S409R12, S409R13,

S409R65, S409R76, S409R77,
S409R78, S409R79, S409R80,
S409R81, S673R167). Data—

including weight, religious inscriptions,
and royal titulature—were cataloged in
tables and analyzed using descriptive-
analytical methodology.

Results

Coinage resumed immediately after the
Uzbek defeat in Khorasan (916 AH).
The consistent attribution to Herat’s
mint on studied specimens highlights
the city’s geopolitical centrality. Herat
functioned as the administrative and
military hub of Khorasan and a critical

Najarian Tousi et al. (2025)

node on the Silk Road, facilitating trade
with India and channeling commerce
from Sistan, Fars, and greater
Khorasan. Merchants were
consequently compelled to traverse this
region.

Discussion and Conclusion
The wide distribution of shahi and half-
shahi coins enables three key
sociohistorical inferences regarding

Herat’s populace:

1.Religious
Consequences: Inscriptions promote
Shi’ism, reflecting Shah Ismail’s

agenda of asserting political authority
over Uzbek rulers through religious
supremacy, ethnic mobilization
(Qizilbash), and power consolidation.
However, the prevalence of these coins
does not indicate unconditional public
acceptance of Shi’ism. Conversion
appeared superficial, with the Qizilbash
presence suppressing freedom of
expression among commoners.

2.Economic-Political

Consequences: Contrary to chronicles
claiming Shah Ismail abstained from
war spoils, a sudden increase in coin
weight in newly conquered Herat
signifies commercial revival. This
economic stimulation served political
objectives beyond fiscal needs,
leveraging Herat’s trade infrastructure
for state interests.

3. Social Consequences: Shah Ismail
prioritized state interests over Herat’s
societal welfare. Initial coercion,
currency devaluation, and inflation
triggered socioeconomic decline. Mint
artists operated under state control,
eliminating creative autonomy. Coin
iconography propagated Shi’a
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supremacy, fostering societal dualism
and expediting nominal religious
conversion among the non-literate
majority. Subsequent trade expansion
(916 AH) improved route security,
attracting caravans and reactivating
markets. Enhanced coin quality and
circulation concentrated wealth among
the emergent Shi’a elite, further
incentivizing ideological alignment for
socioeconomic preservation.
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Abstract

The discourse of leftist historiography, alongside nationalist
historiography, was an effort towards the modernization of Afghanistan in
continuation of the Constitutionalist Movement. Ghulam Mohammad
Ghobar (1897-1978 AD) is considered one of the most renowned left-
leaning historians of Afghanistan. Despite the authoritarian environment,
he published his historical works with a critical and analytical perspective,
among which his book Afghanistan in the Course of History is a notable
resource for scholars of Afghan history.The present study, seeking to
answer the question of what the components and characteristics of
Ghobar's historical perspective and historiography are and how they are
reflected in his work, has employed a qualitative method using thematic
analysis as the technique for data analysis. Therefore, explaining the
dominant discourses in Ghobar's historiography is an objective of this
research.The findings indicate the profound depth of the influence of the
socialist discourse on his intellectual framework, though nationalism has
also cast a shadow on his thoughts and writings. The logic of Ghobar's
historiography has an anti-class and anti-aristocratic nature. He
endeavored to bring marginalized groups into the text of history and to
establish a connection between contemporary Afghanistan and its
historical past. Thus, if contemporary historians sought out events within
royal courts, Ghobar's gaze was focused on the life and sufferings of the
subaltern.
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Introduction

Afghan historiography, with its deep
roots in the Khorasan tradition, has
frequently privileged narrative accounts
over theoretical engagement. While a
limited number of historians, such as
Katib, Ghubar, and Farhang, have
adopted a modern perspective, the field
broadly requires critical appraisal to
ascertain the value of its written
heritage. Within this context, the
posthumous publication of Mir Ghulam
Mohammad Ghobar's Afghanistan dar
Masir-e Tarikh (Afghanistan on the
Path of History) marked a significant
event. Composed after the author's
rejection of political life (hayat), the
work’s anti-establishment and critical
approach to the ruling discourse
provoked considerable debate. Its
subsequent canonisation following the
ascendancy of a Marxist government in
Kabul cemented its status as an
influential historical text, and it was
incorporated into educational curricula.

Methodology

This study employs a qualitative
methodological framework. Data was
collected using a library-documentary
method and analysed through thematic
analysis. The resulting thematic
network serves as the study's
conceptual framework. It is crucial to
note, however, that the primary
theoretical lens and overarching
strategy is critical discourse analysis.
Thematic network analysis is thus
utilised as a subsidiary analytical
technique within this larger framework.
The subject of this research is Ghobar’s
Afghanistan on the Path of History.
This text was selected for its singular
influence; among Ghobar’s oeuvre, it is
the most frequently cited by scholars of
Afghan studies and is widely regarded

Arefi et al. (2025)

as a seminal work in the modern
historiography of Afghanistan.
Sampling was purposive, aligned with
the research questions and the
interpretive nature of the inquiry.

The research is guided by the following
questions:

e What are the defining
characteristics and components
of Ghobar’s historiography?

e To what extent is socialist
discourse reflected in his
historical writing?

e Why have some scholars
identified him as a progenitor of
an Afghan nationalist discourse?

e How prominent is the position of
social history—specifically of
the common people (Khaluk-
Tudeh)—in his work?

Analysis and Findings

In response to the primary research
questions, the analysis vyields the
following results:

Ghobar’s  historiography can be
interrogated from two distinct angles.
The first reveals a profound influence
from socialist discourse, which
provides the core theoretical framework
for his analysis of historical events. A
principal component of his approach is
the focus on subaltern social groups. In
other words, a socialist worldview
fundamentally structures his
intellectual system. The components of
Marxist historiography—including
class conflict (featuring workers,
peasants, landlords, and feudal
structures), and concepts such as
reaction, imperialism, bourgeoisie,
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colonialism, and independence—are
highly prominent. Furthermore,
economic concepts like production,
capital, value, the free market, and state
economy are central to his narrative.
Ghobar’s reading of history is thus
predominantly centred on economic
structures and an analysis of historical
development driven by economic
interests. A key finding is that Ghobar
successfully constructed his work upon
the thesis of historical materialism.
While the later rise of a leftist
government in Kabul contributed to the
hegemony of his historiographical
discourse, his critical approach towards
the ruling class and colonialism was
intrinsically influential.

The second angle examines the
dominance of an Afghan nationalist
discourse in Ghobar's writing. Although
he explicitly challenged 19th-century
European nationalist thought, his work
remains entangled within its discursive
framework.  Consequently, several
scholars classify him as a nationalist
historian. The frequent recurrence of
archaic symbols—a core component of
nationalist rhetoric—and the
connection of modern Afghan values to
an ancient Hindu Kush civilisation
demonstrate the permeation of a
nationalist vision. Ghobar constructs a
direct, often unmediated, bridge
between contemporary Afghanistan and
its ancient past, eliding significant
temporal and historical gaps. In
conclusion, while his historiography
represents a synthesis of leftist and
nationalist ideas, the predominant
governing discourse is "socialism."

Conclusion
This study has analysed the dominant
discourses underpinning Ghobar’s

Arefi et al. (2025)

historiography in Afghanistan on the
Path of History. The findings position
Ghobar as a foundational modern
historian in  Afghanistan, whose
intellectual development was shaped by
the rapid influx of Western modernity,
domestic political tyranny, social
inequality, and the contemporary
prosperity of international leftist
discourse.

Ghobar emerges as a committed
intellectual, whose work IS
characterised by a moralistic impulse to
guide the reader toward a prescribed
solution, alongside a claim to objective,
fact-based historiography. This mode of
writing—often employing romanticised
symbols,  collective ideals, and
categories like "precious heritage” and
"national  sovereignty"—invokes a
desire for independence. This synthesis
carries the superstructure of both
nationalist and socialist ideas. A critical
question arising from this approach is
whether this invoked "independence"
signifies liberation from authoritarian
structures or merely from colonial
domination—a question that merits
separate, detailed
investigation.Reflection of the left
(socialist) discourse in the
historiography  of  Ghubar  With
reference to "Afghanistan on the path of
history"
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Keywords Abstract

. Ziya-e Sultani was the lands belonging to the Abbasid caliphate, which included
K_horasan’ Tre_lnsoxmn_a, various types such as Zia Khasa, Abbasi, Faratiyah, and Mustahdesah. The
Ziya-e Sultani, Abbasid ownership and income of Ziya-e Sultani was exclusive to the caliphs.These

Caliphate, Samanids, properties were mostly in Iraq and Khuzestan, but there were also in other regions
Ziya-e Khase such as Khorasan, Transoxiana and Fars. After the fall of the Umayyads, these

o properties were transferred to the Abbasids, and then during two centuries of
Citation going ups and coming downs, they were greatly reduced during the Samanid
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Imanpour, M. T. (2025). Khorasan during the Abbasid period, but no research has been done on Land
The situa’tion of Ziva-e ownership and Ziya-e Sultani. Therefore, based on ancient sources and
. y descriptive-analytical method, in the present research, an attempt has been made
Sultani In Khorasan and g answer questions about the way of emergence, characteristics, causes of growth
Transoxiana (From the and then reduction of Ziya-e Sultani wastage in Khorasan and Transoxiana. It
beginning of the seems that the Ziya-e Sultanate in Khorasan and Transoxiana was created and
Abbasids to the fall of the developed by the confiscation of Umayyad properties and other opponents and
Samanids). Journal of rebels in the first half of the Abbasid caliphate. Then, from the second half of the
' Abbasid caliphate and simultaneously with the Tahirian and Samanid
Greater Khorasan,  governments, their size and importance were reduced due to their handing over in
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Introduction

During the Abbasid period, land ownership
became more diverse. Private ownership,
the estates (diya“) of the caliphs and their
relatives, and endowments (waqf) were the
most important types of property. Lands
belonging to the caliphal institution held
greater significance, as they placed the
caliphs among the major landowners and
constituted a crucial part of their income.
The methods of acquiring these estates and
their decrease or increase varied over the
long Abbasid period. The origin of these
lands traced back to properties confiscated
from the Umayyads and their affiliates, but
their extent gradually increased. These
lands were referred to by names such
as sawafi al-sultan (Sultan's crown lands)
and diya ‘ sultant (royal estates). Khorasan
and Transoxiana were significant regions
of the caliphate in the early Abbasid period
where the caliphs held estates. While much
research has been conducted on the history
of Khorasan during the Abbasid era and the
local dynasties of the Tahirids, Saffarids,
and Samanids, no independent study has
specifically addressed the status of land
ownership, particularly the royal estates
(diya“ sultani), in that region. Therefore,
this article attempts, based on sources, to
answer the following questions: How did
the royal estates in Khorasan and
Transoxiana emerge and develop? How did
the ownership of these royal estates
change, and what was their fate in
Khorasan and Transoxiana?

Materials and Methods

As the research topic is historical, its data
was collected from sources dating to the
early Islamic centuries. Consequently, the
information gathering method was based
on library research. After classifying and
cross-referencing historical data from the
sources, the aim has been to provide a clear
picture of the status of royal estates in
Khorasan and Transoxiana from the
beginning of the Abbasid period until the
fall of the Samanids, using a descriptive-
analytical method.

Najafzadeh and Imanpour (2025)

Discussion and Findings

Royal estates (diya“ sultani) were one of
the most important types of land ownership
during the Abbasid period. This ownership
was established through the confiscation of
lands belonging to the Marwanids and the
Umayyads. The confiscation of Umayyad
properties and the suppression of rebellions
were the primary methods through which
royal estates emerged in Khorasan and
Transoxiana. Confiscating the lands of
opponents or local governors aligned with
the Umayyads was a common practice
during the conquests of Abu Muslim. The
Abbasid caliphs held significant personal
estates in Khorasan. A major portion of the
Umayyad estates was restored during the
Abbasid period. The estates of the
Kidarkhina family in Bukhara were among
the most important examples in this regard.
Suppressing rebellions was another way
royal estates expanded. The fate of the
Bukhar Khudah family exemplifies
confiscation and transfer of ownership in
favor of the Abbasid caliph. Rebellions
following Abu Muslim's death were also
factors contributing to the increase of royal
estates. Some military commanders loyal
to the caliphate, who were effective in
suppressing rebellions, received estates as
rewards, illustrating a facet of land
ownership change. An example of this was
the granting of Ushtikhan to 'Ajif ibn
‘Anbasa. After his death, these estates were
confiscated and became royal property.
The rise of the Tahirids in Khorasan did not
create a fundamental change in the royal
estates. However, the caliphs granted some
of these estates asiqsa” (land grants) to
governors. For instance, the village of
Askjagat, which Abu Ahmad al-Muwaffaq
bi-llah granted as iqta “to Muhammad ibn
Tahir. During the Tahirid period, the most
important methods of land ownership
change were through granting igza ",
buying and selling, and endowment (wagf).
With Ya'qub ibn al-Layth's entry into
Nishapur, most of the Tahirids' personal
estates were converted into governmental
estates in favor of the Saffarids, although
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Tahirid estates in Transoxiana underwent
less change. With the rise of the Samanids
in Transoxiana and Khorasan, extensive
changes occurred in land and property
ownership within the Saffarid realm. The
Samanids brought some estates and royal
domains (diya‘ khassa) under their own
ownership. The most significant indication
of the Samanids becoming landowners was
the establishment of the diwan al-
diya ‘ or diwan al-amlak al-khassa (Bureau
of Royal Estates/Specific Properties)
during the time of Nasr ibn Ahmad ibn
Isma'il al-Samani. The Abbasid caliph
could no longer maintain royal estates in
more distant regions like Khorasan and
Transoxiana. Therefore, he decided to sell
them peacefully. The caliph sold caliphal
estates to pay the salaries of soldiers. Amir
Isma'il al-Samani purchased estates from
the royal domains in Transoxiana. This
action transformed the caliph's royal
estates into the private estates (diya“
khassa) of the Samanid amir. Jay-i
Miliyan, Dashtak, and the estates of
Bukhar Khudah were among the royal
estates that came to the Samanids.
Probably, some royal estates in
Transoxiana were sold to influential
figures within the caliphal administration.
The village of Arthakhshamiyin in the
district of Khwarazm, belonging to Ibn al-
Furat, was one such estate. By purchasing
caliphal estates, the Samanids created
private estates (diya® khassa), which
represented a new form of ownership
belonging to them.

Conclusion

The change of caliphate from the
Umayyads to the Abbasids had various
political, social, and economic
consequences. The change in land
ownership was one consequence of this
event. This change led to the confiscation
of Umayyad estates, large landowners, and
even the estates of Nasr ibn Sayyar's
secretaries in Khorasan and Transoxiana
by Abu Muslim. Some confiscated
Umayyad estates, like those of the

Najafzadeh and Imanpour (2025)

Kidarkhina family in Bukhara, were also
restored to their owner. Numerous rural
rebellions in the early Abbasid period and
their defeat provided the grounds for
confiscating the estates of the vanquished,
most of which became royal estates. The
dismissal of major commanders like
Afshin and 'Ajif ibn 'Anbasa during Caliph
al-Mu'tasim's reign also led to the
confiscation of  their estates in
Transoxiana. From the late Tahirid period,
especially during the time of Muhammad
ibn Tahir, part of the royal estates were
granted asigsa by al-Mu'tamid and his
brother al-Muwaffaq; some of these were
later sold to private owners. Ya'qub al-
Layth al-Saffar also confiscated most of the
Tahirid estates in Nishapur, a change
confined to Khorasan. Concurrent with the
establishment of the Samanid state, the
financial and political conditions of the
caliphate changed. Amir Isma'il al-Samani
purchased a significant portion of the royal
estates, including those of Bukhar Khudah,
the lands of Jiy-i Milliyan, and Dashtak,
from Hasan ibn Talut, the agent of the
Abbasid caliph, and incorporated them into
the private royal estates (diya“ khassa). The
financial difficulties of the caliphate led to
the sale of royal estates in various regions.
Consequently, through a natural process, a
major part of the royal estates were
transformed into the private estates of the
Samanids with the formation of local
governments in Khorasan and Transoxiana
and the decline of the caliphate's direct
influence.
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Keywords Abstract

Tashkent, Chach, The northeastern borders of Transoxiana are recognized as one of the most

Khorasan, border, influential regions in the historical fate of Iran. It appears that historical

Transoxiana developments in Chach were directly shaped by its dual position as both a
o borderland and a central hub. Located at the outermost edge of the Iranian

Citation cultural sphere, Chach offered a unique experience of coexistence between

Khosrow Abadi, M., &  two advanced cultural models—sedentary and nomadic—which
Karimi Alvar, K. (2025).  eventually led to their integration and fusion.Between the 1st and 4th
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Tashkent (Chach) With  considered one of the most important frontiers between the Islamic world
Emphasis on Its Border ~ and non-Islamic lands (beyond the Syr Darya River). Research evidence
Position. Journal of  Shows that after the gradual settlement of nomadic groups in Chach and
Greater Khorasan, the_establishment of new states (the_Qarakha_nidg and the Qar_a Khitai), the
16(59), 131-150 region ceased to _be seen as a major fror_ltler_ln the Islamic Wor_lt_j and

: ' gradually turned into a province with an interior, non-border position—
leading to a decline in its historical significance.Nevertheless, the
geographical features of Chach, during the unification of Turkestan and
Transoxiana and the emergence of Russian Turkestan and Central Asia,
transformed the region into a central city and the heart of Central Asia.
This study, using historical analysis and relying on primary geographical
and historical sources, examines the transformations of Chach through the
lens of its dual borderland-central position and analyzes its role as a
significant factor in shaping the region’s political fate.
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Introduction

The historical transformations of Tashkent,
influenced by various cultural, political,
and economic factors across different eras,
are recognized as a prominent example of
social interactions and developments in
Central Asia. This region, with its rich and
complex history, has undergone significant
changes from ancient times, when it was
known as "Chach," to the present day. This
study analyzes the transformations of
Chach by examining its dual border and
central position and its impact on the
political fate of the region.

Methodology

This study employs a historical and
descriptive analysis method. By examining
historical texts, travelogues, and reliable
sources, an attempt has been made to
provide a comprehensive picture of
Tashkent’s transformations. Based on
documents and evidence, the impacts of
various ethnic groups and governments on
the social and economic life of this region
have been investigated.

Discussion and Analysis

Chach was known as one of the most
prosperous areas in the Syr Darya river
basin, and its prosperity was tied to its
geographical location along the Great Road
near Bukhara. Various authors, including
Al-Maqdisi, have referred to the beauty
and prosperity of Chach, describing it as
one of the finest lands. In Persian literature,
including Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, Chach is
mentioned as a renowned city, indicating
its cultural significance.  Historical
evidence and various names, such as Chach
(known as Shash in Arabic) in inscriptions
and ancient texts, point to the depth of this
region’s history and culture. Part of the
article examines the political, social, and
cultural  continuity of Chach with
Iranshahr, exploring its connection with
Iran from the Achaemenid period to the
present.  Archaeological  discoveries,
including the ruins of Turkic temples and

Khosrow Abadi and Karimi Alvar (2025)

Zoroastrian fire temples, along with
Sogdian coins, emphasize the deep cultural
ties of this region with eastern and western
Iran. Additionally, references to Sarts,
Tajiks, and Iranian-origin inhabitants in
Tashkent highlight the ethnic and linguistic
diversity of the region.

The shift of the inhabitants’ language to
Turkic also indicates the historical and
cultural influences in this area. Another
section of the article examines the status of
Chach during the Islamic conquests and
their impact on the region. The article,
citing early Islamic geographical sources,
emphasizes that this area remained a
prosperous and verdant city until the
Mongol invasion. It then explores the
impact of the Turks, Mongols, and
Timurids on the status of Chach and
Transoxiana in the post-Samanid era. The
transformation of the name Chach to
Tashkent and the shift in its geographical
identity is the next topic of the article. The
article points to the cultural disruption
following  the  Mongol invasion,
particularly during the Timurid period. A
comparison of various historical reports
highlights the cultural and identity
transformations in Transoxiana. Clavijo,
the Spanish ambassador in the 8th century
AH, notes the significant cultural
differences among the three languages and
the history of this land. After Timur,
conflicts and battles among the Turko-
Mongol khans weakened the components
of Iranian identity in the region, leading to
significant social and cultural
transformations.  Finally, the article
comprehensively examines Tashkent’s
historical transformations and the Russian
influence in Central Asia, highlighting key
points. During the Uzbek period, Tashkent
was used several times as a base for attacks
against Khorasan.

Kazakhs from the Qipchaq steppe invaded
Tashkent and Samarkand, turning the city
into a main hub for attacks on commercial
caravans. These attacks led to their
dominance and transformed Tashkent into
a new strategic center. The Russian pursuit
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of power in Central Asia and their
particular focus on Tashkent were due to
the city’s geographical and strategic
importance. Tashkent and Turkestan held
particular ~ military  significance  for
strengthening Russian borders, especially
during times when Russia was expanding
its influence in the Balkans and Central
Asia. This evidence testifies to the power
and complexity of the political and military
transformations in Tashkent and their
impact on the region’s history. Finally, the
text examines Tashkent’s political, social,
and economic transformations during
Russian rule, presenting key points about
the changes resulting from Russian
influence and the city’s social and cultural
developments. Tashkent became a major
hub for Russian migrants. The construction
of the Orenburg-Tashkent railway led to
increased migration of Russian workers to
the region. Additionally, Tashkent was
recognized as a central city for trade
between Bukhara, Khiva, and other
regions, gradually becoming a migrant-
friendly and commercial city. These
transformations  increased  Tashkent’s
importance as a commercial center in
Central Asia.

The presence of diverse ethnic and
religious groups, including Jews, Orthodox
Christians, and others, due to trade routes
and the migration policies of Tsarist and
Soviet Russia, led to the formation of a
multiethnic society in Tashkent. This had
significant impacts on daily life and local
culture. With the division of the Bukhara
Republic into the Soviet Socialist
Republics of Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan
in 1924, Tashkent was incorporated into
Uzbekistan, and in 1930, the capital of the
republic was transferred from Samarkand
to Tashkent. This analysis contributes to a
deeper understanding of the significant
transformations in Tashkent’s history and
culture and illustrates their impact on the
region’s social structure.

Khosrow Abadi and Karimi Alvar (2025)

Conclusion

In conclusion, Tashkent’s history not only
reflects political and social transformations
but also has had profound impacts on the
cultural and economic identity of its
inhabitants. The cultural, political, and
economic influences imposed by various
ethnic groups and governments have
played a significant role in shaping the
contemporary life of Tashkent’s residents,
and this process continues. Analyzing
these transformations is crucial for a better
understanding of Tashkent’s history and
for addressing contemporary issues in the
region. Ultimately, Tashkent’s history
represents complex processes resulting
from cultural, economic, and political
interactions, which continue to influence
the city’s identity and social structures.
These historical transformations have
long-lasting effects on the lives of the
people and the socio-economic conditions
of the region today.
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Abstract

Following an examination of Mesopotamian inscriptions, Shalmaneser 111, in the
second half of the 9th century BC, for the first time refers to the political presence
of the ancestors of the Persian people as a "coalition of twenty-seven kings of
Parsua." On the one hand, in Iranian mythological history, we encounter a list of
unknown kings referred to as the dynasty of the Kings of Persia, who, based on
chronological data from those same texts, are not associated with the southern
Zagros region (Fars) but must belong to the era before the migration of the people
of Parsua from the central Zagros to the south. On the other hand, according to
part of Iran's mytho-epic history, Kay Khosrow, son of Siyavash and grandson of
Kay Kavus, and the ruler of Balkh, designated his heir not as one of his own
children, but as Lohrasp, son of Zav, who was the son of the then-current and
mythical king of Persia. The related texts provide no answer as to why this
occurred in the mythological stories and traditional king-lists of Iranian history.
Based on the findings of the present research, firstly, a meaningful connection can
be established archaeologically between part of the mythological information in
Iranian history and the archaeological data of the Yaz Culture in the eastern lands;
and based on this, a correlation can be proposed between the identity of the
mythical Persian kings and the data from Neo-Assyrian texts. This research
demonstrates that following a severe assault by the Assyrians, a flight of the
Parsua royal family towards the eastern expanse of Balkh took place, which led to
a new period in Iranian mythological history.
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Prince of Parsua in the territory of Bactra...

Introduction

Following the inscriptions, this is Shalmaneser
111 who first mentioned the political presence
of the Persian people as the Parsua; a league of
27 rulers™ in the second half of the ninth
century B.C. In this study, it was seen that from
an archaeological point of view, a significant
relationship can be established between these
two groups of information on the one hand and
the sum of this information with the Yaz
culture in the more eastern lands on the other
hand.

The use of late written sources for an event,
though secondary in importance to
archaeological evidence, does not mean that
the content of these secondary documents can
be neglected. This is clearly observed in the
fields of Egyptian, Chinese, and Greek
archaeology. From the perspective of the
present article, this method can also be
implemented for the "history and archaeology
of Parsua" in Iranian archaeology.

Materials and Methods

Various components are considered in the
archaeological study of myths. These include
geographical, nominal, temporal, and
behavioral similarities or correspondences
between the theme of a mythological text and
field-archaeological evidence. Based on these,
a "mytho-archaeologist” examines, from
multiple angles, the degree of "historicity" of
the core that formed a myth, prior to it
acquiring embellishments over time. Within
the framework of the archaeology of myth,
various types of field data have been studied.
One example is the research of William
Albright, who, with a background of
"Euhemerism" (translatable as "historical-
literalism™), analyzed the myths of the Bible.
Another type of analysis related to mythical
history is seen in a major archaeological
project in China. In these studies, a novel
approach was evaluated; by establishing a
correspondence between "several culturally
related sites in a region" and "the estimated
territories and settlements attributed to a
mythical dynasty named 'Xia™, a spatio-
temporal historical framework was defined for
that dynasty. Also, some studies of Central
Asian archaeology (see references provided
later), which are also analyzed in the current
article, are other examples related to analyzing
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archaeological data based on mythological
information.

Discussion and Findings

As mentioned earlier, the culture associated
with the Yaz Iron Age replaced the Oxus or
BMAC culture after its decline. Based on data
from sites of this culture, Yaz has three periods
as follows: Yaz | period, or the "culture of
painted handmade pottery of the Yaz | type",
dated approximately to 1400/1500 - 900/1000
BCE; Yaz Il period, corresponding to an era
when, after a long hiatus, Bronze Age BMAC
pottery production was revived and the fully
Bactrian-Margian culture reappeared. The
chronology of this period is linked to the range
of the 10th - 7th/8th centuries BCE. Finally, the
Yaz Il period, which spans from the mid-6th
century BCE (coinciding with Cyrus II's
conquests in the east) to the late 4th century
BCE (the fall of the Achaemenids).
Stratigraphically, the Yaz Il assemblage
represents an intermediate situation between
the latest layers containing painted handmade
pottery of Yaz | and the layers containing
conical-cylindrical vessels (characteristic of
Yaz IlI).

One important topic in ancient Iranian
mythology is the mythical kings of Pars. A
report in the Bundahishn contains a mythical
genealogy as follows: "Kay Apiveh son of Kay
Qobad, king of Balkh; Kay Pisin son of
Apiveh; Kay Manush son of Pisin; Kay Uji or
Zab son of Manush, father of Kay Lohrasp,
king of Balkh." This is reported by Tabari as:
"Kay Lohrasp, son of Kay Uji, son of Kay
Manush, son of Kay Pashin, son of Kay Sase".
In a re-reading, at the beginning of this
genealogy, a prince named Apiveh is seen,
whose father (Qobad) is himself the progenitor
of a dynasty in Balkh in the myths, and the final
person in the genealogy (Kay Uji or Zab) is the
father of a person named Lohrasp, who
becomes king of Balkh two kings after Qobad
(following Kay Kavus and Kay Khosrow). In
other words, a kinship connection between the
two mythical genealogies of the Balkh dynasty
and the Pars dynasty is evident in the
mentioned texts, whereby ultimately a prince
fromthe Apiveh dynasty, at some point in time,
upon the invitation of his distant cousin
(Khosrow) from the Kavus dynasty (Kavi
Usan), succeeds him and becomes king of
Balkh.
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Prince of Parsua in the territory of Bactra...

Regarding the mythical chronology of these
characters, the beginning and end of this
genealogy are described as follows: from after
Kay Qobad until before Kay Lohrasp, which is
an unknown, mythical period.

Overall, a temporal and contextual
correspondence is observed between the
archaeological evidence of the Yaz Il culture in
the 8th century BCE and the mythological data
related to the acceptance and spread of
Zoroastrian ideas by the court of Vishtaspa,
king of Balkh. Therefore, using the chronology
derived from this correspondence (the 8th
century BCE for Vishtaspa's court), the time
period associated with his grandfather (Kay
Uji/Zab) up to the era of his great ancestor (Kay
Apiveh) corresponds to the period before the
8th century BCE. Since the land ruled by this
mythical dynasty is called Pars, based on
documented conditions and realities related to
the period before the 8th century BCE, this
realm was not the Fars region in the southern
Zagros, but rather the Parsua confederation
before the migration of its people to the west of
the plateau. In other words, the mythical
dynasty of the kings of Pars from Kay Pisin to
Zab historically corresponds, in terms of
timeframe and identity, to chieftains within the
27-member Parsua confederation.

The question of why Lohrasp, as a prince of
Pars (Parsua) in the myth, did not become king
of that same land but instead came to Balkh and
succeeded Kay Khosrow, and why this is not
addressed in the myths, is a question whose
answer lies in the analysis and comparison of
these reconstructable data. The end of
Lohrasp's father's rule (Kay Uji/Zab) occurred
approximately a century before the proposed
chronology for Vishtaspa's court, thus
corresponding to the second half of the 9th
century BCE. This is precisely the time when
Shalmaneser 11 launched his first major attack
on the western part of the plateau and its lands,
including Parsua.

Conclusion

This  examination  showed that the
aforementioned mythical kings of Pars
correspond chronologically to the land
of Parsua in the time before the attack of
Shalmaneser 1ll, and the last figure of this
dynasty (Zab) was contemporary with the
invasion of the mentioned Assyrian king.
Furthermore, based both on chronology and
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content, an alignment is seen between the
mythical history of the kings of Balkh (the
Kavis or Kayanians) and the mythical kings of
Pars (from Kay Apiveh to Kay Uji) with the
data from the Yaz | and Yaz Il cultures.

The reason why Lohrasp, as a Persian prince—
according to the proposed chronology for him
(prior to the developments of the late Yaz
I1A)—instead of becoming king of that region
in the myths, went to Balkh and became king
there, is not explained in the myths. However,
this article argued that the cause was
Shalmaneser IlI's attack on this land and the
probable destruction of his father's rule, which
prompted this flight eastward and seeking
refuge with the court of his distant cousin. On
the other hand, it was explained why this event
occurred in the 9th century BCE, meaning that
the four discussed mythical kings were
associated with the period before the Assyrians
became acquainted with the Parsua people,
and not with the later land of Fars in the
southern Zagros. It was also stated that, based
on the alignment of the proposed chronology
for the rule of Zab, Lohrasp's father, with the
time of Shalmaneser Ill, the era in which
Lohrasp lived in his father's court (as one of the
kings of Parsua) in the role of prince coincided
with Shalmaneser 1lI's fierce assault on his
father's rule and the dominion
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