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Hosayn Bayqara, Resala, ed. I. H. Ertaylan as Risale-i Sulfan Huiseyn Baykara, Istanbul, 1946.
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Numismatic of the Shah Sultan Husayn Bayqara’s era within
historical boundaries of Greater Khorasan
(Based on Religious Approach)

Abed Taghavi?
Ahmad Nikgoftar?

Abstract

Undoubtedly, Sultan Husayn Bayqara’s reign (1469-1506 C.E.) is considering as
the splendid period of art and literature in the Timurid era. During his ruling, Herat,
the capital of his kingdom, became the most important center of art and literature
at that time. With the using of descriptive-analytic research method and focusing
on the coins which were minted in the Sultan Husayn Bayqara’s reign, this research
is intended to study the social and cultural changes in the late of Timurid dynasty.
The results show that, the political instability and the absence of a central political
power in the reign of Sultan Husayn Baygara had led to weaken the economy of
his kingdom. As the consequences of this situation, the weights and the fineness of
the coins in this period were changed constantly. However, the coins which were
struck in the Herat and Estarabad provinces, due to the political and religious
stability of these places, had much better quality in some key features like weight,
fineness and design. After all, the religious texts on the coins show that the common
religious of that time was Sunni (Hanafi sect). On the other side, as most of the
coins which were minted in Estarabad province had Shiite religious texts, people
were followers of Shiite in this city.
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