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Abstract
In recent decades, increasing social resilience has become one of the widespread goals
of planning. A more resilient community can better address challenges in times of
crisis. Urban neighborhoods play a crucial role in enhancing social resilience as one
of the smallest urban divisions. This research was conducted with the aim of modeling
the structural equations of the components affecting social resilience in the Noghan
neighborhood of Mashhad city. The research method is descriptive-analytical,
utilizing survey methods and questionnaire tools for data collection. The questionnaire
was developed based on frequent indicators in the sources. The study population
includes residents of the Noghan neighborhood in Mashhad, with a sample size of 120
individuals selected for the study. Sampling was conducted using an accessible
manner, considering the sensitivity of the residents due to the implementation of
renovation plans and a special detailed plan, while efforts were made to include
various segments in the survey. Through analyzing the correlation of each factor with
others, it was found that the highest correlation was related to security, followed by
identity, interactions, attachment to place, and the lowest correlation was related to
social participation. Structural equation modeling results indicated that the "identity”
factor was recognized as an independent variable and had an impact on "participation,"
"security," and "attachment” with weights of 0.23, 0.56, and 1, respectively. In this
model "Participation,” “security," and "attachment" factors were identified as
mediating variables. The place attachment factor affects interactions, participation,
and security with weights of 0.42, 0.23, and 0.44, respectively. Participation affects
interactions with a weight of 0.95, and security affects interactions with a weight of
0.54. Interactions are identified as the dependent variable influenced by other factors.
The enhancement of identity, the strengthening of safety and security, public
participation, place attachment, and resident interactions contribute to increased social
resilience.
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Social Resilience Against Urban Interventions...

Introduction

In recent decades, increasing social resilience
has become one of the widespread goals of
planning. Natural and human-made crises lead
to heightened instability in human settlements,
especially in cities. A more resilient
community can better address challenges in
times of crisis. Urban neighborhoods play a
crucial role in enhancing social resilience as
one of the smallest urban divisions. The city of
Mashhad is the second largest metropolitan
area in Iran and the most important religious
city in the country. The old and disorderly
urban structures in Mashhad, due to their long
history of settlement and geographical
location, are extensive and have become one of
the major challenges of urban management.
The Samen district is among these old urban
structures in the city of Mashhad, which has
been targeted for renovation with the aim of
improving the quality of the environment, as
one of the long-term urban management
initiatives and a point of contention among
stakeholders and influential parties. In 1993, a
revitalization and reconstruction plan was
prepared around the holy shrine of Imam Reza
to meet the needs of pilgrims and establish a
balance between the values of the shrine and
the urban systems around it. However, this plan
was not fully realized due to the "complete
reconstruction” approach and operational
limitations. In 2008, a revised plan titled
renovation and reconstruction was prepared
and implemented with the goal of improving
the urban fabric while enhancing functionality.
The current state of this district is the result of
the proposals from the mentioned plan and
urban management policies over a period of
more than 20 years of intervention.

Materials / Methods

The research type is classified as applied in
terms of purpose and quantitative and based on
the positivist paradigm in nature. The research
method is descriptive-analytical, utilizing
survey methods and questionnaire tools for
data collection. The questionnaire was
developed based on frequent indicators in the
sources. The study population includes
residents of the Noghan neighborhood in
Mashhad, with a sample size of 120 individuals
selected for the study. Sampling was conducted
using an accessible manner, considering the
sensitivity of the residents due to the
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implementation of renovation plans and a
special detailed plan, while efforts were made
to include various segments in the survey.

The questionnaire was developed by the
researcher based on a theoretical framework.
To examine validity, the questionnaire was
evaluated, discussed, and revised by three
urban planning professors, ultimately receiving
their approval. The reliability of the results was
assessed by calculating the Cronbach's alpha
coefficient in the SPSS software, yielding a
value of 0.75, which was deemed acceptable.
For data analysis, SPSS software was used, and
for structural equation modeling, Amos was
employed.

Discussion and Findings

The results of this research confirm the
suggestions of Saja et al. (2018, p. 867)
regarding the categorization of five dimensions
of social structure, social capital, social
mechanisms, justice, social diversity, and
beliefs. They also validated the findings of
Yoon et al. (2016, p. 443) in identifying social
values, social capital, social norms, and social
networks. The results of the Friedman test and
prioritization of indicators placed
"neighborhood identity" as the most desirable
indicator, followed by nostalgic points in the
second position, the importance of residents'
behavior in the third position, the sense of
belonging and attachment to the neighborhood
in the fourth position and desirable brightness
in the fifth position among the indicators of
Noghan neighborhood resilience.

Conclusions

Through analyzing the correlation of each
factor with others, it was found that the highest
correlation was related to security, followed by
identity, interactions, attachment to place, and
the lowest correlation was related to social
participation. Structural equation modeling
results indicated that the "identity" factor was
recognized as an independent variable and had
an impact on "participation,” "security," and
"attachment" with weights of 0.23, 0.56, and 1,
respectively. In this model "Participation,”
"security,” and "attachment" factors were
identified as mediating variables. The place
attachment  factor  affects interactions,
participation, and security with weights of
0.42,0.23, and 0.44, respectively. Participation
affects interactions with a weight of 0.95, and

Journal of
Greater Khorasan

Vol. 17, No. 62, 2026
62



Journal of
Greater Khorasan

Vol. 17, No. 62, 2026
63

Social Resilience Against Urban Interventions...

Ghalandarian (2026)

security affects interactions with a weight of
0.54. Interactions are identified as the
dependent variable influenced by other factors.
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