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Abstract

The motivation of this article is to present a method for evaluating the beauty of
elements in the urban landscape of Mashhad, for example, Ahmadabad Street.
Descriptive-analytical research; by examining library documents and in the field
section, studying the statistical population of 21 works of urban graphics, including
murals, decorations, and elements, which exist in the area. Of these, 15 are urban
elements, which were classified into permanent and temporary elements. Six of the
elements in the area are considered permanent elements and nine are temporary
elements. The components under study include; the sustainable urban development
approach in landscape beauty, urban landscape beautification, environmental and
urban aesthetics, and aesthetics in urban graphics. The components under study were
categorized into 4 qualitative levels and all elements were measured and evaluated.
High scores mean high value and quality of the work, and low scores indicate low
quality. In Mashhad's urban planning, permanent urban elements mostly have an
architectural design structure or are works of art with a high level of sustainability.
Temporary elements are dominated by graphic aspects, colorful attractions, and
unstable materials. The results show that the quality of construction of the existing
temporary elements is not in line with achieving sustainable development of urban
landscapes, while the permanent elements of the sun, secret and need have appropriate
dimensions, design quality, construction, and meaning from an aesthetic perspective.
All temporary and permanent elements are located in the corridors and vision gates.
However, in the most important vision corridors, Palestine and Shariati squares, which
are responsible for urban identity, recording a mental image, appropriate landscape,
and a sense of belonging, the design and construction of the elements is at a low level.
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Introduction

With a view to human desires and innermost
feelings in various societies throughout all
eras, we will understand the popularity of
beauty and order in the parts and aggregates
of the visual elements surrounding human
life. Beauty requires the implementation of
dos and don'ts in urban spaces .The
landscapes of the world's most beautiful
cities are the product of observing the
principles of harmony of geography,
environment, urban planning, architecture,
and art. Urban graphics, with the help of
artistic innovations, attempts to convey
visual messages and protect the culture,
identity, and civilization of a territory. The
purpose of this research is to present an
analytical model of the beauty of elements in
the urban landscape of Mashhad, for
example, Ahmadabad Street. The research is
descriptive-analytical, with the review of
official texts and library documents. In the
field section, through visual study, 14
elements out of 21 existing urban graphic
works were studied and classified into
temporary and permanent elements. In the
proposed analytical model resulting from the
research; Each work was assessed based on
the principles of environmental aesthetics,
urban aesthetics, and aesthetics in urban
graphic works.

Methodology

This study, by examining documentary-
library, internet, receipt and field research
sources, has examined the research data in a
descriptive manner and, if possible, analyzed
some examples in a logical reasoning
manner. The statistical population consists of
21 elements, murals, and decorations found
in the area of Ahmedabad Street, of which 14
are urban elements that are classified into
permanent and temporary elements; 6 are
permanent elements and 8 are temporary
elements. The components under study
include; sustainable urban development
approach in landscape beauty, urban
landscape beautification, environmental and
urban aesthetics, and aesthetics in urban
graphics. The components under study were
categorized into 4 levels, qualitatively and all
elements were assessed, high scores mean
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high value and quality of the work and low
scores indicate low quality.

Results and discussion

The Brundtland Report defines sustainable
development as "development that meets the
needs of the present generation without
compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs." The
urban landscape, organized to meet the needs
of people in urban areas, is a composite
concept formed as a result of the design of
buildings in which social activities such as
work, residence, and recreation are carried
out in physical space, the structure of the
natural landscape of that city, and the
structure of the cultural landscape of the city,
along with the historical dimension of the
city. The current streetscape, with its chaos
and bustle, is a phenomenon of the present
era. The goals of sustainable urban design in
the sustainable development system
emphasize the preservation of nature and the
human-made environment. In fact, urban
landscape examines a set of physical
harmony and proportions of objects and
buildings in a city and its visual impact on
human senses. The quality of urban space
determines the quality of an individual's life.
Environmental aesthetics is a theoretical
knowledge for achieving sustainable
development that provides strategies for
science, technology and innovation.
Environmental science and  aesthetic
methods related to nature and natural
materials are applicable, as well as a
structure and function to provide technical
knowledge and innovation that focuses on
economic, social, ecological and
environmental benefits. The main factors
that complement the senses in the knowledge
of aesthetics include meaning, memory,
metaphor, symbol, sign, and history.
Aesthetics in the urban dimension means the
set of factors that bring pleasure to users of
urban space. To achieve aesthetic goals in
urban space, indicators for aesthetic
measurement or control in urban space have
been proposed under the title of aesthetic
values. Considering the three main goals of
urban planning, which include health,
comfort, and beauty; sustainable urban
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development can be achieved by considering
the principles of urban and environmental
aesthetics. In the broad urban aesthetic
debate, beauty in urban graphic works is
examined from two perspectives: one is to
observe the technical principles of designing
urban spaces, which is related to the science
of correct location, access distances, sizes,
dimensions, and scale of the work, and then
the principles of design and implementation.

Conclusion

Among the 21 environmental graphic works
within the Ahmadabad Street area, 14 are
urban elements. For example, 14 urban
elements out of the 21 environmental graphic
works within the Ahmadabad Street area of
Mashhad were examined and studied as
much as possible. Based on the research
objectives; the analytical model of the beauty
of urban elements in the area under
consideration is, in the first stage,
considering the principles and rules of
environmental  aesthetics, then urban
aesthetics, and finally environmental graphic
aesthetics. The results of field studies show
that, overall, the quality of construction,
materials, and design of most elements and
works of urban graphics is not in accordance
with the principles of sustainable urban
development. Most of the works are located
in suitable viewing corridors, and the
elements of Khorshid, Raz, and Niaz have
the quality of design and construction with
aesthetic principles in design and urban-
environmental dimensions. However, the
elements of the main entrances of the street,
Palestine Square, and Shariati Square, which
play the most important role in the visual
identity of the area and recording the
audience's mental image of the area, do not
have an acceptable level from the perspective
of urban and environmental aesthetics and
environmental aesthetics and graphics.
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