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Abstract

The Simjurid dynasty played a major role in the decline and weakening of
the Samanids. The position of sipahsalar (commander-in-chief) and
the iqgta’ (fief) of Quhistan served as instruments for the Simjurids—who
were Turkish ghulams (slave-soldiers) of the Samanid court—enabling
them to pave the way for the decline and weakening of the Samanids. From
the outset of the Samanids' rise to power, the Simjurids, in addition to
holding the position of sipahsalar, managed to gain control over Quhistan
and maintained it until the end of Samanid rule and even into the early
Ghaznavid period. Abu al-Hasan Simjuri served as sipahsalar of Khurasan
for nearly thirty years under Samanid rule. His son, Abu Ali, further
increased his autonomy and accelerated the weakening of the Samanids.
In the late Samanid state, weakness pervaded all pillars and governors of
the Samanid administration, and Khurasan fell into chaos and disorder.
The Simjurid dynasty also dominated its igta’ of Quhistan and played a
significant role during the decline of the Samanids, contributing to their
destruction. This article, compiled using a library-based method, analyzes
the role of the Simjurid dynasty in the decline of the Samanids. The
findings of the research indicate that the Simjurids' inclination to
participate in governance and their reliance on the relatively
extensive igta' of Quhistan prevented the concentration of power for the
Samanids and constituted one of the main factors leading to the fall of this
dynasty.
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Introduction

In the 4th century AH (10th century CE),
concurrent with the rise of the Samanid
dynasty in Greater Khorasan, the Simjurid
family—originally ~ Turkish  slave-soldiers
(ghulam)—entered the political and military
arena of Iran. Known initially through a figure
named Simjur Davati, they quickly rose to the
position of sepahsdalar (commander-in-chief)
of Khorasan and acquired the vast iqta“ (land
grant) of Quhestan as their hereditary domain.
Although the Simjurids initially acted as loyal
allies of the Samanids, over time they became
one of the primary factors in the weakening and
eventual collapse of this dynasty. This article
examines the role of the Simjurids in the
decline of the Samanids, focusing on two key
pillars: the office of sepahsalari and the igta“ of
Quhestan.

The Samanid state was originally built upon an
alliance with Iranian dehgans (landed gentry).
However, as military needs grew and trust in
the dehgans diminished, the Samanid amirs
gradually replaced them with Turkish ghulams.
This strategic  shift, while temporarily
strengthening  Samanid  military  power,
ultimately led to the emergence of rival power
centres and the fragmentation of the Samanid
realm. The Simjurids, as one of the most
prominent of these Turkish commanders,
exploited their hereditary iqta‘ and their own
standing army to function as a "state within a
state," thereby obstructing the centralisation of
power under the Samanid amirs. The central
research question is: How and through what
mechanisms did the Simjurids contribute to the
weakening of the Samanid state? The
hypothesis is that, although the Simijurids
initially served as complementary allies of the
Samanids, as the latter gradually weakened, the
Simjurids—Ilike other provincial power-
holders—pursued their own interests and
through their actions accelerated the decline
and collapse of the dynasty.

Materials and Methods

This study adopts a qualitative approach and
employs a descriptive-analytical method. Data
were collected through a
comprehensive  library-based review of
primary historical sources (such as Tarikh-e
Bayhagi, Tarikh-e Bukhara, Gardizi's Zayn al-
Akhbar, the translation of Yamini's History,
and Mujmal al-Tawarikh), later
historiographical works, and contemporary
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academic research (articles, books, and
dissertations related to the Simjurids and the
Samanid period). Geo-historical sources—
including the works of Istakhri, Ibn Hawaqal,
and Le Strange—were also consulted to clarify
the position of the Quhestan iqta“.

The analysis is organised around four main
axes:

a) The position of Turks in the
Samanid state structure and the
process of their replacement of Iranian
dehqans;

b) The rise of the Simjurid family, from
the office of davatdari (keeper of the
inkstand) to sepahsalart and the iqta“ of
Quhestan;

c¢) An analysis of the Simjurids'
destabilising actions across three
generations (Ibrahim, Abu al-Hasan,
Abli ‘All), including opposition to
viziers, assertion of autonomy,
alliances with external enemies, and
refusal to send military aid to the
Samanid amir;

d) The ultimate fate of the
Simjurids and their role in inviting the
Qarakhanids and paving the way for
Ghaznavid domination.

The study begins with a review of the research
background (including works by Abolghasem
Foruzani, articles by Rahpeyma, Nouri, Jafari,
and Jafarpour's dissertation) and then, through
a historical analysis of events—especially in
the period 350-387 AH-—elucidates the
relationship between the Simjurids' rise to
power and the disintegration of the Samanid
state.

Discussion and Findings

The findings indicate that the Simjurids
weakened the Samanids through three main
pathways:

1. Transforming the iqta‘ system into a
hereditary holding and removing lands
from the tax base

The Samanids granted vast lands as iqta“
(temporary assignments in lieu of cash salaries)
to secure the loyalty of their Turkish soldiers.
However, the Simjurids succeeded in
making Quhestan a hereditary possession
across four generations. This not only reduced
Samanid tax revenues but also rendered
agricultural lands less productive, creating a
fiscal deficit for the treasury. Historical reports
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indicate that Turkish iqta‘-holders not only
failed to pay taxes but also exacerbated the
plight of peasants by increasing extortion,
leading to peasant displacement and further
economic decline.

2. Acting as a '‘state within a state" and
obstructing centralisation

Relying on their own standing army and the
support of local religious figures and
community leaders, the Simjurids gradually
defied the Samanid amir. Abu al-Hasan
Simjur served as sepahsalar of Khorasan for
about 30 years and during this period directly
interfered in the appointment and dismissal of
viziers (such as “Utbt and Mazani). After being
removed from the sepahsalari, he allied
with Fa’'iq (another Turkish commander) and
established secret contacts with
the Buyids and Ziyarids, effectively separating
Khorasan from Samanid control. His son, Abt
‘Al1 Simjur, adopted the title Amir al-Umara’
al-Mu’ayyad min al-Sama’ (commander-in-
chief divinely aided) and refused to send troops
to Bukhara during the Qarakhanid invasion,
thereby declaring full autonomy and leaving
the Samanids exposed to external threats.

3. Forming alliances with external enemies
and paving the way for the partition of the
Samanid realm

To preserve their power, the Simjurids entered
into alliances with the Buyids (Fakhr al-Dawla
Daylami), the Ziyarids (Qabts ibn Vashmgir),
and the Qarakhanids (Bughrakhan and Ilig
Khan). Although these alliances helped the
Simjurids survive in the short term, they
ultimately compelled the Samanids to call
upon Sabuktigin of Ghazna to suppress the
Simjurids—thus  opening the door to
Ghaznavid intervention in Khorasan. At the
same time, disaffected dehqans and protesting
religious scholars invited Bughrakhan into
Transoxiana, placing the Samanids between
two fronts: the Qarakhanids from the north and
the Ghaznavids from the south. Ultimately, the
Samanid realm was divided between the
Ghaznavids (south of the Oxus) and the
Qarakhanids (north of the Oxus), and the
Samanid state came to an end in 389 AH (999
CE).

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that
the Simjurids were not an external force of
subversion but rather an internal and structural
factor in the collapse of the Samanid state. By

Salehi and Jafarnejad Garoo (2026)

exploiting two  key instruments—the
sepahsalari of Khorasan and the hereditary
iqta’ of Quhestan—they gradually transformed
from loyal allies into powerful rivals. Through
actions such as opposing viziers, achieving
financial and military independence, and
forging alliances with neighbouring powers,
they dismantled the centralised authority of the
Samanids. In effect, the Samanids mistakenly
believed that replacing Iranian dehqans with
Turkish ghulams would create a more obedient
and centralised military system; however, this
policy instead generated parallel power
centres, of which the Samanids themselves
ultimately became victims.

Although the Simjurids benefited from this
chaos in the short run, they too were eventually
eliminated in the competition with other
Turkish commanders (Sabuktigin, Mahmud of
Ghazna, Fa’iq, and Bektiizin). After the
execution of Abti ‘All and Abu al-Qasim
Simjur, the family largely disappeared, with
only a brief mention during the Seljuk period
(in collaboration with the Isma‘ilis in
Quhestan). This study suggests that a critical
examination of military-economic structures in
pre-modern  states is  essential  for
understanding the causes of their collapse, and
such analysis can also inform assessments of
contemporary governance.

The article concludes by emphasising that the
only way to prevent state collapse is to
maintain a balance between military and
bureaucratic institutions and to prevent the
hereditary entrenchment of offices and land
grants—a lesson the Samanids learned too late,
and which later dynasties such as the
Ghaznavids and Seljuks also failed to heed
fully. The authors call for further research on
the role of Turkish families in Iranian history
and for comparative studies of the iqta“ system
across different Islamic dynasties.
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