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Abstract

Herat has been one of the most important cities of Khorasan in most
of the historical periods, but undoubtedly, the peak of its prosperity
is related to the Timurid period.Herat Musalla complex is a
collection of architectural structures, which was built during the era
of Shahrukh and later during the time of Sultan Husayn Bayqgara, As
one of the key site of the Timurid era, this site has received less
attention from researchers due to the lack of field observations and
archaeological excavations. Now, one of the tools that can help
authors in recreating Musalla structures is first-hand historical texts
such as the works of historians and geographers. Therefore, the
authors try to recreate the spaces of the Musalla architecture by
examining documents, including historical sources, and also to
match the information of the texts with archaeological evidence. The
results of examining the sources and the limited archaeological
evidence indicate that among the three mosque structures in Herat,
Goharshad Madrasa is the only one that does not match the texts
with the ancient evidence.
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Introduction

The Mosque of Herat is a great example of
the Timurid royal endowment and also the
most ambitious project in terms of size and
quality up to this date that the Timurids
have undertaken in Herat. Today, there are
not many archeological evidences of it and
only historical and geographical first-hand
sources provide us with the most complete
information  about this  collection.
According to the texts, Goharshad Begum
ordered the construction of a mosque and a
school outside Herat city, which
Qavamuddin Shirazi was in charge of
designing and building. Also, this complex
was very important for the Timurids with
its cultural and religious function. Today,
only Goharshad's tomb and mausoleum
and 5 minarets and the tomb of Amir
Alishir  Navai remain among the
architectural structures of Herat. The most
important issue of the upcoming research is
the destruction of Herat's mosque
architectural spaces and the description of
the architectural spaces of this complex by
the authors of different eras, and these
descriptions and texts have become one of
the studied tools for recreating this
complex and matching it with
archaeological materials. Despite the few
archeological excavations in Mosli Herat,
the texts whose authors lived in the
Timurid period and the early Safavid
period, as well as the authors of the later
period, can be used to identify and recreate
the buildings of this complex

Materials / Methods (Times New Roman

12 Bold)

This research is based on the purpose of
basic research and based on the nature and
method of historical studies, in the future
research, the authors use the science of
hermeneutics (the science of interpreting
texts) and study documents based on the
examination of historical and geographical
texts and their application. They are trying
to recreate the buildings of Herat mosque
with archaeological reports. This research
aims to present a general proposed plan of
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Herat's mosque structures, which is based
on the examination of first-hand historical
texts of the Timurid era and some textual
data such as the descriptions of modern
writers. The authors of these descriptions
have drawn in the form of AutoCAD and
then presented a proposal about the
architectural condition of Herat's mosque
structures, and in parallel, they have
matched the description of the texts of
three buildings with material evidence.

Discussion and Findings

Goharshad School and Tomb: According
to the descriptions of the texts about
Goharshad School and Tomb, it can be said
that a Seljuk thinker such as Abd al-Razzaq
Samargandi and Khandamir talks about a
dome, which is contrary to the design of
Eric Schroeder and the findings of the
excavation.

Goharshad Mosque: This building has
symmetry and wisdom and massive
facades. It has a minaret in all four corners
and a huge and well-built entrance with a
polygonal vestibule that is connected to
two public halls or prayer halls on the sides.

Sultan Hossein Baigara School: It can be
stated that this structure definitely had a
dome for creating a tomb, which is located
in the middle of the western side. The type
of this dome, according to the existing
domes in the Timurid period, is a cucumber
dome with azure color and a grave. It is
brick. According to the descriptions of this
school, it also had congregation houses.

Conclusions

In this reconstruction by the interpretation
of historical texts, the two buildings of
Goharshad Mosque and Sultan Hossein
Baigara School have a match between its
archaeological  evidence and  the
explanations of historical texts, but
Goharshad School and Tomb have a
mismatch between archaeological data and
texts, thus In all the texts that mention the
Goharshad school, only a description of a
dome is given, but in the study of the
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excavation reports and the finding of the
foundations of the minarets and the plan
that was drawn after the excavation, it
seems that this building has a covered
porch and two domes. The house is on the
sides, one of the dome houses that remains
today is the burial place of Goharshad
Agha.
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