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Keywords Abstract

Qajar era, architectural The historical buildings of any region have a tangible connection to the past of its people
decorations, wall painting, and bear witness to the architectural talent and cultural heritage of bygone eras. Among
Sohangar historical house, these, Mashhad, as a historical and religious city, has always been one of Iran's populous
Balkhasab historical house metropolises, where house-building has flourished. During the Qajar period, architecture

in Iran underwent unique transformations resulting from the influence of Western culture.
. . The historic Sohangar House in Mashhad, located around the holy Razavi Shrine, is one of
Citation the remaining houses from the late Qajar period and possesses the architectural and
Dadvar, A., & Ghanizadeh, L. decorative characteristics of this era. The present research, with a historical approach and
(2025). A study of the a descriptive-analytical method, drawing on library sources and field studies, seeks to
historical house of Sohangar identify the patterns and components of archltgctural and decpranve elements in the historic
and comparing the wall motifs Sohangar House and thg extent o_f Western mflue_nce on it. Among these elemen@s, the
with the ones left in it and the mu_ral painting in the buﬂd_mg is S|gn|_f|cant due_ to its s:ubject and size. The authors |nten_d
i X . to introduce the aforementioned building, examine the influence of Western culture on this
historic house of Balkhaseb in - gnecific case study—which belonged to an ordinary citizen—and identify and evaluate the
Mashhad. Journal of Greater traditional and modern elements in its decorations and architecture. Finally, they will
Khorasan, 16(3), 139-164. compare the building's mural with a similar example (the historic Balkhasab House) in
terms of subject matter. The significance of this research lies in the fact that this building
has not been previously evaluated or studied. Furthermore, the mural paintings of the
historic Balkhasab House are being introduced and assessed for the first time. The findings
of this research indicate that Western influence led to the emergence of European elements
and motifs in the fabric of the historic Sohangar House, although traditional patterns are
still evident in the construction materials. The building's mural is completely influenced by
the West and Western landscapes, with no trace of Iranian elements observable in it. In
comparison, the paintings in the historic Balkhasab House, despite being influenced by
Western elements, remain faithful to some Iranian landscapes and motifs, to the extent that
traces of ancient Iranian mural painting can even be examined in them.
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A study of the historical house of Sohangar...

Introduction

Historical buildings hold an important
place in society due to their unique
architecture and cultural value, as they
represent the identity and history of a
nation. Their preservation is not merely
physical maintenance but an effort to
transmit cultural heritage to future
generations. The city of Mashhad, due to
the presence of the Holy Shrine of Imam
Reza (A.S.), has always been a destination
for pilgrims, which led to the formation of
a historic fabric around the shrine. With the
official recognition of the Shia faith during
the Safavid period, the city's development
accelerated, and with population growth,
construction and architecture flourished.
Construction increased significantly during
the Qajar era, a period of great importance
in Iranian architecture, particularly in
residential houses. During this time, a
blend of indigenous traditions and Western
influences is evident in architecture. This
combination is clearly observable in the
form, decorations, and materials of the
buildings. One of the lesser-known
buildings from this period is the historic
Sohangar House, located in the historic
fabric of Mashhad near the Razavi Shrine.
This house is currently at risk of
demolition. The aim of the present research
Is to introduce and examine this house,
focusing on the influence of Western
architecture, its decorative elements—
particularly the mural paintings—and a
comparison with the historic Balkhasab
House. This research has been conducted
using a descriptive-analytical method with
a historical approach, utilizing library
sources and field studies. Its significance
lies in examining a house belonging to the
middle class, houses which have typically
received less attention and many of which
have been demolished. Given the role of
historic houses in reflecting local culture
and their potential for tourism development
and serving as models in contemporary
architecture, the introduction, preservation,
and revitalization of these buildings is
essential.
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Materials and Methods

This research is fundamental in terms of its
method and is conducted in a descriptive-
analytical manner. Data collection was
performed through library research using
documents, credible  sources, and
databases. Furthermore, field investigation
and study were carried out to analyze
images of the historic Sohangar and
Balkhasab houses in order to describe and
examine the mural paintings and elucidate
their characteristics.

Discussion and Findings

In the historic Sohangar House, a large
mural measuring 4x2 meters is the most
important decorative element, executed in
a private space (likely a bedroom). This
painting, inspired by realistic art and
Western landscapes, portrays the wall as a
window opening onto a European vista.
The depiction of a woman with a hat and
parasol in a boat, a rural house, and a
woman working, along with decorative
columns and capitals, are all signs of the
influence of Western culture and art.
Furthermore, the inclusion of the painter's
signature and date — a rare practice at the
time — is a unique feature of this work. In
contrast, the historic Balkhasab House,
also located in the historic fabric of
Mashhad, is known for a collection of 36
mural paintings in the Shahneshin (main
reception room). These paintings are
executed within golden Toranj-shaped
frames near the ceiling and in
the Goluyi (frieze) section, and include
realistic  landscapes, floral, animal,
architectural, and human motifs. Unlike
Sohangar, the paintings are not entirely
Western-centric; some, such as the image
of a horseman, reference Iranian traditions
— such as paintings from the Sassanian
period. The use of perspective techniques
(sometimes with errors), differences in the
quality of the works, and the potential
involvement of several artists are also
observable. Recurring themes in Balkhasab
include rivers and boats, Eastern and
Western residential buildings, churches,

Journal of
Greater Khorasan

Vol. 16, No. 60, 2025
140



Journal of
Greater Khorasan

Vol. 16, No. 60, 2025
141

A study of the historical house of Sohangar...

mosques, animals, and Western industrial
and cultural elements such as steamships,
trains, and hunting rifles. While influenced
by Western art, these works also maintain
a connection with indigenous and Iranian
elements. In comparison, the Sohangar
painting is a single, large-scale work with
a purely Western theme, executed in a
private  space, whereas Balkhasab
encompasses a diverse collection, multi-
thematic and combining Iranian and
Western elements in a more public space.
These differences represent the varied
approaches to engaging with Western
culture in the architecture and art of the
Qajar period.

Conclusion

The Qajar period, influenced by
modernism and interaction with the West,
brought about significant developments in
Iranian  architecture, involving the
integration of traditional styles with
Western elements. These changes occurred
primarily among the aristocracy but
gradually were adopted by the middle class
as well. The historic Sohangar House, built
in the late Qajar period near the shrine,
with traditional materials but innovations
such as a relatively low-set window
opening to the street—contrary to the
tradition of introversion—exemplifies
these developments. The decorations of the
house combine Iranian arts like brickwork
and tilework with Western elements such
as columns and altered arch forms. The
most important decorative feature of this
building is the mural paintings, executed in
a Western and  realistic  style,
demonstrating the infiltration of Western
culture among the middle class. Compared
to the historic Balkhasab House, which
features more diverse paintings, a greater
variety of subjects, and a blend of Western
and Iranian-Islamic cultural influences, the
mural paintings in Sohangar House are
more harmonious, of higher quality, and
bear the painter's signature. While some
paintings in the Balkhasab house were
created with great skill, others are very
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crude and primitive. Overall, the Sohangar
House represents the strong influence of
Western elements in the architecture and
art of the Qajar period, whereas the
Balkhasab House demonstrates a fusion of
Western and Iranian-Islamic influences.
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