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Abstract

Following an examination of Mesopotamian inscriptions, Shalmaneser 111, in the
second half of the 9th century BC, for the first time refers to the political presence
of the ancestors of the Persian people as a "coalition of twenty-seven kings of
Parsua." On the one hand, in Iranian mythological history, we encounter a list of
unknown kings referred to as the dynasty of the Kings of Persia, who, based on
chronological data from those same texts, are not associated with the southern
Zagros region (Fars) but must belong to the era before the migration of the people
of Parsua from the central Zagros to the south. On the other hand, according to
part of Iran's mytho-epic history, Kay Khosrow, son of Siyavash and grandson of
Kay Kavus, and the ruler of Balkh, designated his heir not as one of his own
children, but as Lohrasp, son of Zav, who was the son of the then-current and
mythical king of Persia. The related texts provide no answer as to why this
occurred in the mythological stories and traditional king-lists of Iranian history.
Based on the findings of the present research, firstly, a meaningful connection can
be established archaeologically between part of the mythological information in
Iranian history and the archaeological data of the Yaz Culture in the eastern lands;
and based on this, a correlation can be proposed between the identity of the
mythical Persian kings and the data from Neo-Assyrian texts. This research
demonstrates that following a severe assault by the Assyrians, a flight of the
Parsua royal family towards the eastern expanse of Balkh took place, which led to
a new period in Iranian mythological history.
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Introduction

Following the inscriptions, this is Shalmaneser
111 who first mentioned the political presence
of the Persian people as the Parsua; a league of
27 rulers™ in the second half of the ninth
century B.C. In this study, it was seen that from
an archaeological point of view, a significant
relationship can be established between these
two groups of information on the one hand and
the sum of this information with the Yaz
culture in the more eastern lands on the other
hand.

The use of late written sources for an event,
though secondary in importance to
archaeological evidence, does not mean that
the content of these secondary documents can
be neglected. This is clearly observed in the
fields of Egyptian, Chinese, and Greek
archaeology. From the perspective of the
present article, this method can also be
implemented for the "history and archaeology
of Parsua" in Iranian archaeology.

Materials and Methods

Various components are considered in the
archaeological study of myths. These include
geographical, nominal, temporal, and
behavioral similarities or correspondences
between the theme of a mythological text and
field-archaeological evidence. Based on these,
a "mytho-archaeologist” examines, from
multiple angles, the degree of "historicity" of
the core that formed a myth, prior to it
acquiring embellishments over time. Within
the framework of the archaeology of myth,
various types of field data have been studied.
One example is the research of William
Albright, who, with a background of
"Euhemerism" (translatable as "historical-
literalism™), analyzed the myths of the Bible.
Another type of analysis related to mythical
history is seen in a major archaeological
project in China. In these studies, a novel
approach was evaluated; by establishing a
correspondence between "several culturally
related sites in a region" and "the estimated
territories and settlements attributed to a
mythical dynasty named 'Xia™, a spatio-
temporal historical framework was defined for
that dynasty. Also, some studies of Central
Asian archaeology (see references provided
later), which are also analyzed in the current
article, are other examples related to analyzing
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archaeological data based on mythological
information.

Discussion and Findings

As mentioned earlier, the culture associated
with the Yaz Iron Age replaced the Oxus or
BMAC culture after its decline. Based on data
from sites of this culture, Yaz has three periods
as follows: Yaz | period, or the "culture of
painted handmade pottery of the Yaz | type",
dated approximately to 1400/1500 - 900/1000
BCE; Yaz Il period, corresponding to an era
when, after a long hiatus, Bronze Age BMAC
pottery production was revived and the fully
Bactrian-Margian culture reappeared. The
chronology of this period is linked to the range
of the 10th - 7th/8th centuries BCE. Finally, the
Yaz Il period, which spans from the mid-6th
century BCE (coinciding with Cyrus II's
conquests in the east) to the late 4th century
BCE (the fall of the Achaemenids).
Stratigraphically, the Yaz Il assemblage
represents an intermediate situation between
the latest layers containing painted handmade
pottery of Yaz | and the layers containing
conical-cylindrical vessels (characteristic of
Yaz IlI).

One important topic in ancient Iranian
mythology is the mythical kings of Pars. A
report in the Bundahishn contains a mythical
genealogy as follows: "Kay Apiveh son of Kay
Qobad, king of Balkh; Kay Pisin son of
Apiveh; Kay Manush son of Pisin; Kay Uji or
Zab son of Manush, father of Kay Lohrasp,
king of Balkh." This is reported by Tabari as:
"Kay Lohrasp, son of Kay Uji, son of Kay
Manush, son of Kay Pashin, son of Kay Sase".
In a re-reading, at the beginning of this
genealogy, a prince named Apiveh is seen,
whose father (Qobad) is himself the progenitor
of a dynasty in Balkh in the myths, and the final
person in the genealogy (Kay Uji or Zab) is the
father of a person named Lohrasp, who
becomes king of Balkh two kings after Qobad
(following Kay Kavus and Kay Khosrow). In
other words, a kinship connection between the
two mythical genealogies of the Balkh dynasty
and the Pars dynasty is evident in the
mentioned texts, whereby ultimately a prince
fromthe Apiveh dynasty, at some point in time,
upon the invitation of his distant cousin
(Khosrow) from the Kavus dynasty (Kavi
Usan), succeeds him and becomes king of
Balkh.
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Regarding the mythical chronology of these
characters, the beginning and end of this
genealogy are described as follows: from after
Kay Qobad until before Kay Lohrasp, which is
an unknown, mythical period.

Overall, a temporal and contextual
correspondence is observed between the
archaeological evidence of the Yaz Il culture in
the 8th century BCE and the mythological data
related to the acceptance and spread of
Zoroastrian ideas by the court of Vishtaspa,
king of Balkh. Therefore, using the chronology
derived from this correspondence (the 8th
century BCE for Vishtaspa's court), the time
period associated with his grandfather (Kay
Uji/Zab) up to the era of his great ancestor (Kay
Apiveh) corresponds to the period before the
8th century BCE. Since the land ruled by this
mythical dynasty is called Pars, based on
documented conditions and realities related to
the period before the 8th century BCE, this
realm was not the Fars region in the southern
Zagros, but rather the Parsua confederation
before the migration of its people to the west of
the plateau. In other words, the mythical
dynasty of the kings of Pars from Kay Pisin to
Zab historically corresponds, in terms of
timeframe and identity, to chieftains within the
27-member Parsua confederation.

The question of why Lohrasp, as a prince of
Pars (Parsua) in the myth, did not become king
of that same land but instead came to Balkh and
succeeded Kay Khosrow, and why this is not
addressed in the myths, is a question whose
answer lies in the analysis and comparison of
these reconstructable data. The end of
Lohrasp's father's rule (Kay Uji/Zab) occurred
approximately a century before the proposed
chronology for Vishtaspa's court, thus
corresponding to the second half of the 9th
century BCE. This is precisely the time when
Shalmaneser 11 launched his first major attack
on the western part of the plateau and its lands,
including Parsua.

Conclusion

This  examination  showed that the
aforementioned mythical kings of Pars
correspond chronologically to the land
of Parsua in the time before the attack of
Shalmaneser 1ll, and the last figure of this
dynasty (Zab) was contemporary with the
invasion of the mentioned Assyrian king.
Furthermore, based both on chronology and
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content, an alignment is seen between the
mythical history of the kings of Balkh (the
Kavis or Kayanians) and the mythical kings of
Pars (from Kay Apiveh to Kay Uji) with the
data from the Yaz | and Yaz Il cultures.

The reason why Lohrasp, as a Persian prince—
according to the proposed chronology for him
(prior to the developments of the late Yaz
I1A)—instead of becoming king of that region
in the myths, went to Balkh and became king
there, is not explained in the myths. However,
this article argued that the cause was
Shalmaneser IlI's attack on this land and the
probable destruction of his father's rule, which
prompted this flight eastward and seeking
refuge with the court of his distant cousin. On
the other hand, it was explained why this event
occurred in the 9th century BCE, meaning that
the four discussed mythical kings were
associated with the period before the Assyrians
became acquainted with the Parsua people,
and not with the later land of Fars in the
southern Zagros. It was also stated that, based
on the alignment of the proposed chronology
for the rule of Zab, Lohrasp's father, with the
time of Shalmaneser Ill, the era in which
Lohrasp lived in his father's court (as one of the
kings of Parsua) in the role of prince coincided
with Shalmaneser 1lI's fierce assault on his
father's rule and the dominion
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