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Abstract

The discourse of leftist historiography, alongside nationalist
historiography, was an effort towards the modernization of Afghanistan in
continuation of the Constitutionalist Movement. Ghulam Mohammad
Ghobar (1897-1978 AD) is considered one of the most renowned left-
leaning historians of Afghanistan. Despite the authoritarian environment,
he published his historical works with a critical and analytical perspective,
among which his book Afghanistan in the Course of History is a notable
resource for scholars of Afghan history.The present study, seeking to
answer the question of what the components and characteristics of
Ghobar's historical perspective and historiography are and how they are
reflected in his work, has employed a qualitative method using thematic
analysis as the technique for data analysis. Therefore, explaining the
dominant discourses in Ghobar's historiography is an objective of this
research.The findings indicate the profound depth of the influence of the
socialist discourse on his intellectual framework, though nationalism has
also cast a shadow on his thoughts and writings. The logic of Ghobar's
historiography has an anti-class and anti-aristocratic nature. He
endeavored to bring marginalized groups into the text of history and to
establish a connection between contemporary Afghanistan and its
historical past. Thus, if contemporary historians sought out events within
royal courts, Ghobar's gaze was focused on the life and sufferings of the
subaltern.
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Introduction

Afghan historiography, with its deep
roots in the Khorasan tradition, has
frequently privileged narrative accounts
over theoretical engagement. While a
limited number of historians, such as
Katib, Ghubar, and Farhang, have
adopted a modern perspective, the field
broadly requires critical appraisal to
ascertain the value of its written
heritage. Within this context, the
posthumous publication of Mir Ghulam
Mohammad Ghobar's Afghanistan dar
Masir-e Tarikh (Afghanistan on the
Path of History) marked a significant
event. Composed after the author's
rejection of political life (hayat), the
work’s anti-establishment and critical
approach to the ruling discourse
provoked considerable debate. Its
subsequent canonisation following the
ascendancy of a Marxist government in
Kabul cemented its status as an
influential historical text, and it was
incorporated into educational curricula.

Methodology

This study employs a qualitative
methodological framework. Data was
collected using a library-documentary
method and analysed through thematic
analysis. The resulting thematic
network serves as the study's
conceptual framework. It is crucial to
note, however, that the primary
theoretical lens and overarching
strategy is critical discourse analysis.
Thematic network analysis is thus
utilised as a subsidiary analytical
technique within this larger framework.
The subject of this research is Ghobar’s
Afghanistan on the Path of History.
This text was selected for its singular
influence; among Ghobar’s oeuvre, it is
the most frequently cited by scholars of
Afghan studies and is widely regarded
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as a seminal work in the modern
historiography of Afghanistan.
Sampling was purposive, aligned with
the research questions and the
interpretive nature of the inquiry.

The research is guided by the following
questions:

e What are the defining
characteristics and components
of Ghobar’s historiography?

e To what extent is socialist
discourse reflected in his
historical writing?

e Why have some scholars
identified him as a progenitor of
an Afghan nationalist discourse?

e How prominent is the position of
social history—specifically of
the common people (Khaluk-
Tudeh)—in his work?

Analysis and Findings

In response to the primary research
questions, the analysis vyields the
following results:

Ghobar’s  historiography can be
interrogated from two distinct angles.
The first reveals a profound influence
from socialist discourse, which
provides the core theoretical framework
for his analysis of historical events. A
principal component of his approach is
the focus on subaltern social groups. In
other words, a socialist worldview
fundamentally structures his
intellectual system. The components of
Marxist historiography—including
class conflict (featuring workers,
peasants, landlords, and feudal
structures), and concepts such as
reaction, imperialism, bourgeoisie,

Journal of
Greater Khorasan

Vol. 16, No. 59, 2025
90



Journal of
Greater Khorasan

Vol. 16, No. 59, 2025
91

Reflection of the left (socialist) discourse in ...

colonialism, and independence—are
highly prominent. Furthermore,
economic concepts like production,
capital, value, the free market, and state
economy are central to his narrative.
Ghobar’s reading of history is thus
predominantly centred on economic
structures and an analysis of historical
development driven by economic
interests. A key finding is that Ghobar
successfully constructed his work upon
the thesis of historical materialism.
While the later rise of a leftist
government in Kabul contributed to the
hegemony of his historiographical
discourse, his critical approach towards
the ruling class and colonialism was
intrinsically influential.

The second angle examines the
dominance of an Afghan nationalist
discourse in Ghobar's writing. Although
he explicitly challenged 19th-century
European nationalist thought, his work
remains entangled within its discursive
framework.  Consequently, several
scholars classify him as a nationalist
historian. The frequent recurrence of
archaic symbols—a core component of
nationalist rhetoric—and the
connection of modern Afghan values to
an ancient Hindu Kush civilisation
demonstrate the permeation of a
nationalist vision. Ghobar constructs a
direct, often unmediated, bridge
between contemporary Afghanistan and
its ancient past, eliding significant
temporal and historical gaps. In
conclusion, while his historiography
represents a synthesis of leftist and
nationalist ideas, the predominant
governing discourse is "socialism."

Conclusion
This study has analysed the dominant
discourses underpinning Ghobar’s
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historiography in Afghanistan on the
Path of History. The findings position
Ghobar as a foundational modern
historian in  Afghanistan, whose
intellectual development was shaped by
the rapid influx of Western modernity,
domestic political tyranny, social
inequality, and the contemporary
prosperity of international leftist
discourse.

Ghobar emerges as a committed
intellectual, whose work IS
characterised by a moralistic impulse to
guide the reader toward a prescribed
solution, alongside a claim to objective,
fact-based historiography. This mode of
writing—often employing romanticised
symbols,  collective ideals, and
categories like "precious heritage” and
"national  sovereignty"—invokes a
desire for independence. This synthesis
carries the superstructure of both
nationalist and socialist ideas. A critical
question arising from this approach is
whether this invoked "independence"
signifies liberation from authoritarian
structures or merely from colonial
domination—a question that merits
separate, detailed
investigation.Reflection of the left
(socialist) discourse in the
historiography  of  Ghubar  With
reference to "Afghanistan on the path of
history"
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