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Abstract

The year 916 AH represents one of the most significant historical periods
of Shah Ismail I's reign in Greater Khorasan, as the defeat of the Sunni
Uzbeks in the Battle of Marv during this year established a cohesive
government in Iran and proclaimed Twelver Shi'ism as the state religion.
This battle constituted a sectarian conflict that directly impacted Sunni-
populated regions, prompting Shah Ismail to implement coercive policies
toward local populations. Contemporary coins, serving as public
instruments of exchange, materially attest to this reality, while numismatic
studies provide a reliable historical source for directly reconstructing these
impacts. This research primarily aims to introduce coins minted in Herat
in 916 AH and reconstruct the Battle of Marv's consequences in the city
through archaeological and numismatic analysis using descriptive-
analytical and historical methods; requisite data were obtained via library
research and direct examination of coins at the Astan Quds Razavi
Museum. The central research question addresses how Shah Ismail
Safavi's military challenges and conflicts with the Uzbeks influenced
Herat's coinage system. The study demonstrates that the most widely
distributed dated coins in the Astan Quds Razavi Museum are Herat issues
from 916 AH—among the earliest Khorasan coinages of Shah Ismail's
reign—minted with dual objectives: demonstrating state authority,
stimulating commerce, and incentivizing Qizilbash settlement in Herat.
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Introduction

These coins were minted during a
period of heightened turmoil in
Khorasan amid military conflicts
initiated by Shah Ismail | in eastern
regions. They represent the most
diverse numismatic corpus from this era
and serve as critical primary sources for
reconstructing  the  socioeconomic
conditions of Herat’s populace.
Historically, mints were established in
cities of strategic economic, political,
and logistical significance, with coin

production reflecting governmental
authority and economic capacity.
Consequently, Herat’s mint

underscores Shah Ismail I’s political

influence and regional prominence
following its conquest.

Methods

This research employs a dual-method
approach: First, historical,

geographical, and artistic sources were
analyzed to  contextualize  the
numismatic evidence. Second, ten Shah
Ismail I-era coins minted in Herat (916
AH) were directly examined from the
Astan Quds Razavi Museum collection
(Museum Nos.: S409R12, S409R13,

S409R65, S409R76, S409R77,
S409R78, S409R79, S409R80,
S409R81, S673R167). Data—

including weight, religious inscriptions,
and royal titulature—were cataloged in
tables and analyzed using descriptive-
analytical methodology.

Results

Coinage resumed immediately after the
Uzbek defeat in Khorasan (916 AH).
The consistent attribution to Herat’s
mint on studied specimens highlights
the city’s geopolitical centrality. Herat
functioned as the administrative and
military hub of Khorasan and a critical
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node on the Silk Road, facilitating trade
with India and channeling commerce
from Sistan, Fars, and greater
Khorasan. Merchants were
consequently compelled to traverse this
region.

Discussion and Conclusion
The wide distribution of shahi and half-
shahi coins enables three key
sociohistorical inferences regarding

Herat’s populace:

1.Religious
Consequences: Inscriptions promote
Shi’ism, reflecting Shah Ismail’s

agenda of asserting political authority
over Uzbek rulers through religious
supremacy, ethnic mobilization
(Qizilbash), and power consolidation.
However, the prevalence of these coins
does not indicate unconditional public
acceptance of Shi’ism. Conversion
appeared superficial, with the Qizilbash
presence suppressing freedom of
expression among commoners.

2.Economic-Political

Consequences: Contrary to chronicles
claiming Shah Ismail abstained from
war spoils, a sudden increase in coin
weight in newly conquered Herat
signifies commercial revival. This
economic stimulation served political
objectives beyond fiscal needs,
leveraging Herat’s trade infrastructure
for state interests.

3. Social Consequences: Shah Ismail
prioritized state interests over Herat’s
societal welfare. Initial coercion,
currency devaluation, and inflation
triggered socioeconomic decline. Mint
artists operated under state control,
eliminating creative autonomy. Coin
iconography propagated Shi’a
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supremacy, fostering societal dualism
and expediting nominal religious
conversion among the non-literate
majority. Subsequent trade expansion
(916 AH) improved route security,
attracting caravans and reactivating
markets. Enhanced coin quality and
circulation concentrated wealth among
the emergent Shi’a elite, further
incentivizing ideological alignment for
socioeconomic preservation.
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