www.jgk.imamreza.ac.ir

Journal of Greater Khorasan

Vol. 16, No. 58, 2025

Received 22 Nov 2022“ Revised 02 Aug 2023 | Accepted 25 Jul 2024 | Published 15 Jun 2025
ISSN (Online): 2717-1671 ISSN (Print): 2251-6131

Research article

Description, classification and typology of Sasanian pottery of Sarakhs Plain

Davood Behroozifar & @~

a) Ph. D Archaeology of the historical period, Department of Archaeology, Faculty of Literature and
Humanities, Islamic Azad University, Department of Science and Research, Tehran, Iran

Keywords Abstract
Sarakhs plain, Sassanid A meticulous and systematic study of pottery can yield valuable insights into
period, classification, various aspects of human societies, including subsistence strategies, culture, art,

economic conditions, technology, cultural interactions, and more. The Sarakhs
typology,' Merv Plain, located in northeastern Iran and adjacent to Turkmenistan, contains
Turkmenistan. Sasanian-era pottery whose identification and classification can serve as a key tool
Citation for understanding ceramic traditions and examining the cultural and economic
. exchanges among population centers of that period. This study is based on an
Behroozifar, D"f‘VO_Od' archaeological survey of the Sarakhs Plain and an analysis of 80 diagnostic pottery
(2025). Description,  fragments from 12 Sasanian settlements, forming the core foundation for relative
Classification, and  chronological assessment. To scientifically reveal cultural interactions, a
Typology of Sassanid  combination of library research (descriptive and comparative analysis) and field
Pottery from Sarakhs investigations was employed. The findings from the Sarakhs Plain archaeological

. survey were compared with contemporaneous discoveries from both intra-
Plain. Journal of Greater regional and transregional contexts. Through these comparisons, classifications,
Khorasan, 16(58), 177- typologies, and cultural connections were identified and analyzed. Field studies
204, provided evidence of cultural continuity and single-period occupation in Sasanian
settlements. Based on the analysis of pottery attributed to the Sasanian period in
the Sarakhs Plain, two distinct types were discernible: locally produced pottery
(influenced by the Sarakhs Oasis culture of Turkmenistan) and common Sasanian
pottery (influenced by the Merv culture), representing the recognized cultural
sphere of southern Turkmenistan.
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Introduction

Through meticulous and methodical
study of pottery, valuable insights can
be gained into various aspects of human
societies, including lifestyle, culture,
art, economic conditions, technology,
cultural interactions, and more. The
Sarakhs Plain is located in northeastern
Iran, adjacent to Turkmenistan.
Identifying and classifying Sasanian
pottery from this region can serve as an
effective tool for better understanding
pottery-making traditions and
examining the cultural and economic
interactions of population centers
during that period. The objective of this
research is to identify and introduce
Sasanian pottery from the Sarakhs
Plain, as well as to describe, classify,
and typologize the Sasanian-era pottery
of the region .

Materials and Methods

The archaeological survey of the
Sarakhs Plain and a collection of 80
pottery fragments from 12 Sasanian
settlements form the foundation of this
study, providing a basis for relative
chronology. To scientifically uncover
cultural interactions, a combination of
library  research  (descriptive and
comparative  analysis) and field
investigations was employed. The
findings from the Sarakhs Plain
archaeological survey were compared
with  contemporaneous  discoveries
from neighboring regions. Through
transregional analysis, these similarities
helped reveal classifications,
typologies, and cultural connections .

Discussion and Findings

A detailed and systematic study of
pottery yields significant information
about lifestyle, culture, art, economic

Behroozifar (2025)

conditions, technology, cultural
exchanges, and other aspects of human
societies. The Sarakhs Plain, situated in
northeastern Iran near Turkmenistan,
holds Sasanian-era pottery whose
identification and classification can
enhance our understanding of ceramic
traditions and the cultural-economic
interactions of settlements during that
period. The findings from the Sasanian
pottery of the Sarakhs Plain indicate
two distinct types: locally produced
pottery (influenced by the Sarakhs
Oasis culture of Turkmenistan) and
common  Sasanian-period  pottery
(influenced by the Merv culture),
representing the recognized cultural
sphere of southern Turkmenistan in the
study area .

Conclusion

The predominant Sasanian pottery in
the Sarakhs Plain is unglazed, mostly
plain, and in rare cases, features incised
decorations—such as wavy wood-grain
patterns in horizontal and vertical bands
with buff and brick-red coloring, fine
texture, wheel-made construction, and
well-controlled firing, indicating the
potters' mastery of kiln temperatures.
Morphologically, Sasanian pottery
from the Sarakhs Plain can be
categorized into four main types: bowls,
cups, pots, and jars .

In summary, the dominant Sasanian
pottery in the Sarakhs Plain is unglazed,
primarily plain, and occasionally
decorated with incised motifs like wavy
wood-grain bands in horizontal and
vertical arrangements. It exhibits buff
and brick-red hues, fine texture, wheel-
made craftsmanship, and sufficient
firing. Based on the study of pottery
attributed to the Sasanian period, two
types are distinguishable: locally
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produced pottery (influenced by the
Sarakhs Oasis culture of Turkmenistan)
and common  Sasanian  pottery
(influenced by the Merv culture),
representing southern Turkmenistan's
cultural sphere in the study area.
Morphologically, Sasanian pottery
from the Sarakhs Plain is broadly
classified into four types: bowls, cups,
pots, and jars.

Behroozifar (2025)
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