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Abstract

Black embroidery is one of the traditional stitching techniques from Zabol (Sistan
and Baluchestan province), Shah Kuh (Golestan province), and Kalateh Rodbar
(Damghan). It stems from the creativity and taste of the women of these regions
and is executed beautifully using black thread on white fabric, incorporating
exquisite patterns. In each region of Iran, particularly the areas studied, black
embroidery reflects the beliefs and thoughts of the artists, their surrounding world,
and their needs. This research aims to recognize and understand the visual and
conceptual characteristics, as well as the factors influencing the formation and
structure of black embroidery patterns in these areas, seeking to answer the
following questions: 1- What are the patterns used in the black embroidery of the
mentioned regions? 2- What are the factors affecting the formation of the
traditional black embroidery of Zabol, Shah Kuh, and Kalateh Rodbar? The
methodology of this research is descriptive-analytical, and the data collection
involves library research as well as fieldwork, including photography and
interviews. The results of this study indicate that black embroidery, as part of the
culture and society of Zabol, Shah Kuh, and Kalateh Rodbar, employs designs and
motifs that, while initially appearing as geometric shapes, curves, and broken
lines, are symbolically inspired by nature, beliefs, customs, and traditions. These
patterns encapsulate the local culture and identity of the region, where the talented
women express their thoughts, emotions, and experiences through traditional
stitching. By widely using plant, animal, abstract motifs, and their repetition while
creating balance, they not only enhance the beauty but also ensure the
sustainability of this art.
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Introduction

This article examines traditional Iranian
needlework,  specifically  Siah-Dozi
(blackwork embroidery) in the provinces
of Sistan and Baluchestan, Golestan, and
Semnan. Its objective is to identify the
motifs and meanings of the shapes within
this art form as representations of the
cultural identity of the region's people. The
research methodology incorporates library
resources, documentary evidence,
interviews, and direct observation of
artifacts. The article also addresses the
research background and various aspects of
needlework, ultimately focusing on the
motifs and factors influencing the
formation of Siah-Dozi.

Materials and Methods

Siah-Dozi requires tools such as thread,
fabric, needles, and scissors. The threads
are primarily woolen, and the fabrics are
cotton-based (historically pure cotton).
Currently, chemically dyed threads are
used, whereas in the past, cotton threads
dyed with plant-based colors were
employed. Fabrics are typically white, but
other fabrics are used depending on
ceremonies and climatic conditions. This
research investigates Siah-Dozi motifs in
three geographical areas: Zabol, Shahkuh,
and Kalateh Rudbar, aiming to analyze and
categorize these motifs from an
ethnographic perspective. Due to the lack
of library resources regarding motif names
and origins, information was gathered
through interviews with embroiderers,
direct observation of artifacts, and library
research. Motif images were selected using
purposeful sampling and analyzed. In this
context, questions regarding  motif
production techniques and meanings were
posed to embroiderers, and the collected
information led to the categorization and
analysis of motif significances. This field
study was conducted over several trips to
the various regions, with data related to
climatic and cultural conditions recorded
and collected using various methods.
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Discussion and Findings

Siah-Dozi in Zabol is recognized as one of
the important handicrafts, with roots dating
back to 100-200 years before the advent of
Islam. This art is executed using black
thread on white or patterned fabrics,
primarily on women's clothing and items
such as boghcheh (cloth wrappers) and
janamaz (prayer mats). Motifs include
simple flowers and geometric shapes, and
today, colored fabrics are used in the
stitching. This village, with a population of
about 4000, has always been known as a
center for agricultural and livestock
activities due to its natural setting. Siah-
Dozi in Shahkuh draws inspiration from
natural elements and employs imaginative
motifs such as ghand-kolah (sugarloaf) and
bird images. Raw materials are mainly
sourced locally. Women in this region,
which benefits from a mountainous climate
and a culture close to that of Mazandaran,
are engaged in producing woven goods like
carpets and Siah-Dozi. Needlework in
Kalateh Rudbar has a particularly
decorative aspect and is used in joyful
ceremonies.  Siah-Dozi  motifs there
primarily include mountains and gol-e
kanger (thistle flower) and are created
using various stitching techniques. The
diversity of motifs in this art is limited to
four main patterns. Subsequently, through
a comparative analysis of Siah-Dozi motifs
in the three regions of Zabol, Shahkuh, and
Kalateh Rudbar, the natural, animal, and
geometric elements in these handicrafts are
examined:

1. In Zabol, due to the arid climate,
botanical motifs are scarcer,
focusing more on the cypress tree.

2. In Shahkuh and Kalateh Rudbar,
due to richer vegetation, a greater
diversity of botanical motifs is
observed, including local flowers
and medicinal plants.
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3. In Zabol and Kalateh Rudbar,
motifs depicting parts of animal
bodies, such as rooster combs and
chick feet, are seen.

4. In Shahkuh, artists emphasize birds
more, particularly partridges and
sparrows.

5. Geometric shapes like mountains,
stars, and the sun are signs of life
connected to nature in all three
regions.

6. The sun motif is particularly
observed in Shahkuh.

7. Zabol features motifs such as
tokhm-e tork (a specific motif),
jowk (another specific motif), and
triangular shapes.

8. The kalleh gandi (sugarloaf) motif
refers to local customs and wedding
culture, seen in Shahkuh and
Kalateh Rudbar.

9. Finally, the arts of these regions
demonstrate a profound connection
between culture, time, and
geography, deeply rooted in
cultural and national values.

Conclusion

The art of Siah-Dozi has been transmitted
as a valuable heritage from the past to the
present generation in the regions of Zabol,
Shahkuh, and Kalateh Rudbar. Evidence of
needlework in the Burnt City (Shahr-e
Sukhteh) of Sistan indicates the
advancement of textile weaving in this
region. Zabol's Siah-Dozi is simpler yet
more delicate compared to that of Shahkuh
and Kalateh Rudbar. The motifs of this art
are:

Inspired by nature, such as mountains and
birds.
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Representative of customs, like the kalleh
gandi motif.

Culturally sacred motifs, such as the
cypress (sarv) and boteh jegheh (paisley).
Female artists express their feelings and
experiences through traditional stitches,
which have a deep connection with their
culture and society.
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