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Abstract

During their reign, the Qajars brought about transformations in various political,
economic, cultural, and artistic spheres. Some of these changes in the field of
architecture are evident not only in fundamental structural modifications but also
in decorative elements such as tilework. One of the most significant buildings in
North Khorasan Province is the Mofakham Mansion complex in the city
of Bojnourd, which is adorned with a diverse array of tile motifs. Scholarly studies
on the ornamentation of this valuable structure reveal a lack of in-depth research
on the motifs of this magnificent building. Addressing this gap could help uncover
the unknown artistic-cultural identity of both the city and this historical monument
during the Qaja era.To this end, the present study aims to identify the visual
characteristics of the motifs in the tilework of the Mirror House and Mofakham
Mansion in Bojnourd. The research question is: What visual features are
embedded in the motifs of the tilework in the Mofakham Mansion complex in
Bojnourd? This study is applied-developmental in purpose, descriptive-
analytical in method, and relies on library-documentary and field research for data
collection.The overall findings indicate that the tile motifs of the Mofakham
complex include a variety of geometric, floral, animal, hybrid-fantastical, and
epigraphic designs. These motifs are often arranged symmetrically within their
frames, with the artist achieving balance through the mirroring of elements on the
tiles. The elements are depicted in a naturalistic style, adhering to the principle
of "unity in multiplicity." The artist meticulously considered each component of
the frame individually before rendering it onto the tile surface.
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Introduction

The Mofakham Mansion and Mirror
House, located in the city of Bojnourd, is
one of the most significant Qajar-era
monuments in North Khorasan Province
and is regarded as a symbol of the cultural
heritage of Bojnourd. With a history of 160
years, the Mofakham Mansion was
registered as a national heritage site in
2000 (No. 31167) and holds considerable
cultural, historical, and social importance
for the city of Bojnourd. It appears that
diverse human, animal, and floral motifs
have been used in the tilework of the
Mofakham Mansion complex, some of
which are derived from the ancient
tradition of Persian tilework, while others
exhibit features rooted in Western art, most
notably seen in the highly varied Farang
(European-style) floral patterns.

Materials and Methods

This study is applied-developmental in
purpose, and data collection was conducted
through library research and fieldwork
(photography and site visits). The research
method is descriptive-analytical, and the
analysis of the artifacts is both quantitative
and qualitative. This interdisciplinary
research adopts a formalistic approach to
reinterpret the tile motifs of the Mofakham
Mansion complex in Bojnourd, examining
them across different sections of the
building and categorizing them based on
motif type, production technique, and
representational style.

Discussion and Findings

After introducing the building and the
architectural and tilework characteristics of
the Qajar period, this research was
conducted in three main sections. The first
section classified and introduced the
tilework of the Mofakham Mansion
complex based on the placement of the tiles
into two general categories: 1) the northern
facade of the Mirror House and 2) the
southern facade of the Mofakham
Mansion. The second section identified the
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motifs of the tilework in the complex,
revealing a variety of patterns: 1)
geometric, 2) floral, 3) animal (human and
animal figures), 4) hybrid-fantastical, and
5) epigraphic, present in both sections of
the complex. The third section analyzed the
qualitative features of the tile motifs,
focusing on the most exceptional pieces in
the collection in terms of content, visual,
and structural characteristics.

In terms of content, religious-spiritual and
political themes were the most frequently
used. Among the motifs, floral patterns
were the most prevalent, followed by
human and animal figures. Naturalistic
representation was the dominant style in
the tilework. The primary production
technique was haft-rang (seven-color)
tilework, while the remainder used the
mo’aqqali (geometric mosaic) technique,
with noticeable Western influences.

Floral motifs were the most commonly
used among all patterns, and the haft-
rang technique was more prevalent
than mo ‘agqali. In some examples, human
figures show Western influences. Visual
techniques—such as the dominance of
yellow, emphasis on detail over the whole,
the primacy of color over form, and
outlining motifs in black—were most
evident in floral and human motifs. Animal
and fantastical motifs were depicted to
convey power. In epigraphic motifs
bearing divine names, form took
precedence over content, as the tile artist
focused on achieving an appropriate form
rather than the meaning of the inscribed
text. Rapid execution with partial attention
to tradition is evident in most floral motifs,
with a noticeable emphasis on detail over
the whole and color over form.

Conclusion

The most exceptional tiles in the
Mofakham complex are located in the
pediments of both buildings, likely due to
the depiction of Persian motifs—
mythological-animal, human, and floral—
without Western influences. The most
frequently used motifs were floral,
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predominantly found on the northern
facade of the Mirror House and the
southern facade of the Mofakham
Mansion. In contrast, epigraphic motifs
were the least common. The two tile
techniques, haft-rang and mo ‘aqqali, were
widely employed, with yellow being the
dominant color. Interms of content, themes
leaned heavily toward religious-spiritual
and political subjects, likely due to the
significance of political and military power
in architectural ornamentation through
tiles, alongside  religious  beliefs.
Mythological, historical, and literary
themes were secondary considerations in
the design of the motifs.
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