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Abstract

Persian is one of the world's ancient, rich, and living languages, ranking
seventeenth globally in terms of scientific output and fourteenth in terms of
number of speakers. Accordingly, its expansion, reinforcement, and preservation
constitute a fundamental basis for fostering unity and identity among Persian-
speaking countries, particularly within the civilizational sphere of Greater
Khorasan as well as Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, and the Xinjiang region of
China. Despite this distinguished status and the various solutions proposed by
different authors and researchers, no transnational or regional mechanism has yet
been developed in this regard, and existing approaches have remained largely
national and fragmented. The central question of this study is therefore: What
capacities and capabilities does international law offer for the preservation of the
Persian language? The primary objective of this research is to analyze and
examine the capacities of international law for the preservation and promotion of
Persian as an element of cultural interconnectedness. This research was conducted
using library resources and a descriptive-analytical method. The findings indicate
that the establishment of a regional intergovernmental organization centered on
Persian-speaking countries; support for non-governmental and civil society
organizations active in the preservation, reinforcement, and expansion of the
Persian language; the inclusion of Persian as an official and working language of
regional and international organizations in which Persian-speaking countries are
members; and the incorporation of Persian among the languages used in drafting
treaties and founding documents of regional organizations, are among the
capacities of international law that can be utilized for the preservation of the
Persian language.
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Introduction

The Persianlanguage, one of the oldest and
richest languages in the world, has historically
served as a unifying force and a cornerstone of
cultural  identity for  Persian-speaking
communities across various regions. However,
in recent centuries, the geographical and
demographic reach of Persianhas significantly
diminished, primarily due to political,
economic, and cultural shifts. Today, the
language faces numerous challenges, including
the divergence of Persian dialects in Iran,
Afghanistan, and Tajikistan, the lack of unified
efforts among Persian-speaking states to
preserve and promote the language, and the
increasing influence of globalization, which
threatens the linguistic diversity of the world.
This article explores the potential of
international law as a framework for the
preservation and promotion of the
Persianlanguage, focusing on the capacities
and mechanisms available within international
legal mechanisms to safeguard this linguistic
heritage.

The study is motivated by the recognition that
while various national solutions have been
proposed to preserve the Persianlanguage,
there has been limited exploration of
international mechanisms that could support
these efforts. The article seeks to address this
gap by examining how international law,
particularly through international
organizations, can be leveraged to protect and
promote the Persianlanguage. The research is
guided by the main question: What capacities
and capabilities does international law offer for
the preservation of the Persianlanguage?

Materials / Methods

This research adopts a qualitative approach,
utilizing a descriptive-analytical methodology.
The data for the study were collected through a
comprehensive review of library resources,
including academic articles, books, and
international legal documents. The analysis
focuses on identifying the potential of
international law to support the preservation of
the Persianlanguage, with particular attention
to the roles of international organizations, non-
governmental organizations (NGOs), and
treaties.

The study begins by examining the historical
and cultural significance of  the
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Persianlanguage, highlighting its role as a
regional and international language in the past.
It then explores the current challenges facing
the language, including the decline in its
geographical reach and the lack of coordinated
efforts among Persian-speaking states. The
research also investigates the role of states in
language preservation and the necessity of
international cooperation among Persian-
speaking nations.

The article then delves into the perspectives of
international law on language preservation,
focusing on linguistic rights, cultural diversity,
and the protection of intangible cultural
heritage. It examines the role of international
organizations, such as UNESCO, in promoting
linguistic diversity and protecting endangered
languages. The study also explores the
potential  for  establishing a regional
intergovernmental organization focused on the
preservation and  promotion of the
Persianlanguage, as well as the role of NGOs
in supporting these efforts.

Discussion and Findings

The findings of the study reveal that
international law offers several mechanisms
that can be utilized to preserve and promote the
Persianlanguage.  These  include  the
establishment of a regional intergovernmental
organization for Persian-speaking countries,
the support of NGOs working to preserve the
language, and the inclusion of Persianas an
official and working language in regional and
international organizations where Persian-
speaking states are members. Additionally, the
study highlights the importance of
incorporating Persian to the drafting of

international treaties and the founding
documents of regional organizations.
1.  Establishment of a  Regional

Intergovernmental Organization: The study
suggests  that  Persian-speaking  states,
including Iran, Afghanistan, and Tajikistan,
should establish a regional organization
dedicated to the preservation and promotion of
the Persianlanguage. This organization could
serve as a platform for cultural and linguistic
cooperation, fostering unity among Persian-
speaking nations and promoting the language
on a global scale. The organization could
include various bodies, such as a Persian
Language Academy, research institutes, and
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cultural centers, to support the language's
development and dissemination.

2. Support for  Non-Governmental
Organizations: The research emphasizes the
importance of NGOs in language preservation
efforts. These organizations can play a crucial
role in raising awareness, promoting education,
and fostering cultural exchange. The study
recommends that Persian-speaking states
provide financial and legal support to NGOs
working to preserve the Persianlanguage, as
these organizations often have greater
flexibility —and  public  support than
governmental bodies.

3. Inclusion of Persianas official language
International Organizations: The study
highlights the potential for Persian to be
recognized as an official or working language
in international and regional organizations. By
advocating for the inclusion of Persian in
organizations such as the United Nations,
UNESCO, and regional organizations, Persian-
speaking states can enhance the language's
global status and ensure its continued use in
international diplomacy and cultural exchange.

4. Incorporation of Persianlanguage in
International Treaties: The research also
suggests that Persian-speaking states should
work to include Persianas a language for
drafting international treaties and agreements.
This would not only strengthen the language's
position in international law but also reinforce
its historical role as a language of diplomacy
and cultural exchange.

The study also discusses the importance of
linguistic rights within the framework of
international human rights law. It notes that
language is recognized as a fundamental
human right, and international legal
instruments, such as the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights and the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, provide
a basis for the protection of linguistic diversity.
The research underscores the need for Persian-
speaking countries to leverage these legal
frameworks to advocate for the preservation of
the Persianlanguage.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that
international law offers significant potential for
the preservation and promotion of the
Persianlanguage. By establishing a regional
intergovernmental organization, supporting
NGOs, and advocating for the inclusion of
Persian in international organizations and
treaties, Persian-speaking countries can work
together to safeguard their linguistic heritage.
The research highlights the importance of
international cooperation in addressing the
challenges facing the Persianlanguage and
calls for a unified approach to language
preservation.

The findings of the study align with previous
research on the challenges facing the
Persianlanguage and the potential of
international  organizations to  support
linguistic diversity. The study contributes to

the existing literature by providing a
comprehensive  analysis of the legal
mechanisms  available  for  language
preservation and offering practical

recommendations for
countries.

However, the study also acknowledges certain
limitations, such as the lack of access to
research from Tajik scholars and the need for
further investigation into the challenges facing
Persian speakers in countries like Uzbekistan.
The authors of the article emphasize the
importance of collaboration among Persian-
speaking countries to ensure the continuity and
vitality of the Persianlanguage in the face of
globalization and other challenges. They call
upon scholars within the cultural and
civilizational sphere of the Persianlanguage to
conduct  further research on the
Persianlanguage, exploring various approaches
to its preservation and promotion.

Persian-speaking
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