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Abstract

The approach of future studies focuses on addressing a wide range of future
conditions by adopting participatory and argumentative approaches in the field of
planning, emphasizing the identification of key factors and drivers of
development. The extent and manner of the impact of effective drivers on
sustainable tourism in the city of Sarakhs with a future-oriented approach are
among the most important aspects of this research. Qualitative data was collected
through open questionnaires, interviews, and quantitative data in numerical form
through weighting in the SPSS software. Subsequently, the data and analyses
obtained were used in the MICMAC futures research software. The results of this
study indicate that the regression correlation coefficient between the level of
factors affecting tourism development in Sarakhs County was 0.72, indicating that
there is a significant linear correlation between the dimensions affecting tourism
development in the region. Additionally, the multiple determination coefficient is
0.51, indicating that 51% of the variations in tourism development in Sarakhs
County are explained by the effective indices, and the remaining share belongs to
other variables. The output from MICMAC also shows that economic prosperity
and investment, along with industrialization as two-way drivers (both influential
and affected), and environmental factors and managers and planners as influenced
factors. Among these, the Holy Shrine of Imam Reza acts as an independent
factor.
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Introduction

Urban planning and futurology are
fundamentally related to the future.
Futurology in connection with the
knowledge of planning is the art of
guessing and predicting future
achievements to help in planning and
achieving a successful vision, which is the
basis of futurology. The approach of
futurology deals with a wide range of
future conditions by adopting participatory
and argumentative approaches in the field
of planning, emphasizing on finding key
factors and drivers of development in order
to consider uncertainties in the planning
process and by having the lever of future
control and management, to create a
desirable  future. Therefore, paying
attention to the topic of futurology plays a
significant role in improving the tourism
industry. With the onset of a new era, the
tourism industry has also begun a new era
and despite the numerous challenges it
faces, the awareness of societies that
tourism, especially health  tourism,
provides a very suitable and considerable
source of foreign income to a country's
economy has made this field a very
comprehensive  concept in  various
economic, social, political, cultural
dimensions, etc., and considered as an
industry. Many countries consider this
dynamic industry as the main source of
income, employment, economic growth,
and infrastructure development.
Sustainable tourism development, due to
the nature of tourism and the complexity of
the tourism system and its high
susceptibility to the trends, events, and
changes in the surrounding environment,
known as drivers, requires an approach
based on futurology to identify and analyze
these complexities and the performance of
the drivers. Undoubtedly, tourism planning
in Iranian cities is also being carried out
with inspiration from the new approach in
the world, analyzing and diagnosing it in
areas where tourism is established - such as
the northern provinces of the country, Fars,
Isfahan, and Yazd provinces - focuses on
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its numerous social, cultural, and
environmental damages along with its
abundant  benefits. Therefore, while
confirming tourism strategy as a
fundamental approach in the economic and
developmental future of a region, with
maintaining sustainability, special
measures should be taken to reduce the
mentioned harms and strengthen its evident
benefits, which has been a concern of
researchers and undoubtedly based on the
conducted studies, we will reach a proper
conclusion.

Materials and Methods

Data collection is one of the most essential
parts of any research, and if this task is
carried out in an organized and correct
manner, data analysis and conclusion can
be done with the desired speed and
accuracy. After conducting studies on the
research topic, the necessary information
will be collected through library and
documentary methods, secondary data, as
well as field methods and direct
observation. In this regard, efforts have
been made to use reliable and documented
Persian and English sources including
books, theses, scientific and research
journals, and to use these information
through data extraction and entering into
SPSS software, obtaining results from it,
and using the data and analyses obtained in
MICMAC research. Based on sampling
from Morgan's sampling table, a sample of
384 individuals has been estimated.

Discussion and Findings

Tourism includes two cultural and natural
groups that create diverse structures and
patterns in the landscape. The internal
relationships of these elements are more
important for each of them, as they are
located in a related and continuous
environment  with each other and
contribute to the stability of the system. In
fact, the proportional, dynamic, and
continuous relationship between the two
groups of elements and the environment on
which they are formed determine the
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stability and sustainability of the tourism
structure. By combining the two
influential-affected and influential-
independent analyses, it can be inferred
that the economic structure as a dominant
structure  over other structures is
influential, and the managers and planners'
structure as the second influential factor in
this hierarchy.

Conclusion

The results obtained indicate that in terms
of sustainability dimensions in Sarakhs city
from the perspective of all three groups, the
economic dimension with a total average of
48.0 has allocated the highest sustainability
score to itself, followed by the managers
and planners with a total average of 43.0 in
the next rank, then Astan Quds Razavi with
a total average of 41.0 in the third rank, and
environmental with a total average of 40.0
in the fourth rank, and industrialization
with 31.0 has allocated the lowest score to
itself. It is worth mentioning that,
considering the analyzes and previous
internal and external backgrounds in this
field, the present research is consistent with
the research results of Qasabi et al. (2020)
and Seyitoglu & Costa (2022).
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