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Introduction

One of the newest theories in the field of
urban-regional development is the theory
of creative capital. Creative capital refers
to the role of creative and highly skilled
individuals in the growth and development
of economic, social, and cultural aspects of
urban-regional areas. Initial studies on the
possession of creative and highly skilled
human capital (creative class) in major
cities of Iran show that the city of
Mashhad, the second largest city in the
country, ranks last in many indicators
related to the possession of creative human
capital among major cities in Iran. The
main goal of this research is to explain the
factors influencing why the city of
Mashhad is losing its creative and highly
skilled human capital and is placed in the
last position compared to other major
cities.

Materials and Methods

This research is a correlational and
explanatory type of study. The steps taken
to achieve the research objectives are as
follows: first, the key variable of the
research (creative capital) is operationally
defined and its statistics and information
are examined at the level of the city of
Mashhad and major cities in Iran. Based on
theoretical literature, managers, legislators,
and specialists (including 103 job
categories according to the Statistical
Center) are considered as creative capital.
Then, the position of the city of Mashhad
in possessing creative capital is compared
with other major cities, determining its
ranking. Next, considering the role of
creative  capital in  urban-regional
economic growth, the role of factors
influencing the locational decisions of
creative capital and their percentage of
presence in major cities is explained. In this
stage, the focus is on the factors leading to
the dispersion of creative capital
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(dependent variable) and their different
presence in the major cities of the country.
To explain this, variables (talent, diversity
and tolerance, consumer services, and
economic conditions) are extracted from
theoretical literature and their relationship
with creative capital and their percentage
of presence in each of the major cities in
Iran are examined through the Pearson
correlation test.

Discussion and Findings

The findings of this research show that
creative capital in Iran is a phenomenon
predominantly urban, with 42% of the
country's creative capital concentrated in
metropolitan areas. However, creative
capital is not evenly distributed, and
Mashhad, despite characteristics such as
religious significance and high population,
ranks last compared to other metropolitan
areas. This issue serves as a warning for the
future sustainable development of this city.
Data analysis indicates that Mashhad has a
different position in important variables
such as tolerance, diversity, and talent -
which are crucial factors in attracting
creative capital. The correlation findings
show a positive and significant relationship
between creative capital and variables such
as  concentration  of  universities
(correlation coefficient 0.737), percentage
of population with higher education
(correlation coefficient 0.883), religious
diversity (correlation coefficient 0.884),
and percentage of employed individuals in
the service sector (correlation coefficient
0.716). However, the relationship between
creative capital and ethnic diversity was
not significant, indicating that factors such
as social acceptance and cultural
opportunities have a greater impact on
attracting creative individuals than ethnic
diversity. Examining Mashhad's position in
the variables under study reveals that this
metropolitan city has a different position in
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each variable. One problematic aspect for
Mashhad is its unfavorable position in the
talent variable. Evaluation of Mashhad's
position in the talent variable, measured by
indicators of top universities'
concentration, number of students,
population, and employed individuals with
higher education per thousand people,
shows that Mashhad ranks last among the
country's metropolitan cities in terms of
talent. The talent variable reflects the
nurturing and retention of creative capital,
indicating that Mashhad also has
deficiencies in this area. In general, the
most problematic part of the metropolitan
city of Mashhad, which lacks creative
capital in the cluster, can be considered the
unfavorable position of Mashhad in the
talent and important variables of tolerance
and diversity.

Conclusion

In general, it can be concluded that creative
and highly skilled human capital is one of
the driving forces for creating an
economic-social transition on a city and
regional scale. Cities and regions that can
successfully nurture, retain, and attract
creative capital will be successful in future
city competitiveness, moving towards a
creative economy, and overall benefits
derived from creative capital development
that is their ultimate goal. The metropolitan
city of Mashhad ranks last among the
metropolitan cities of Iran in terms of
possessing creative capital. Variables such
as talent, tolerance, and consideration are
areas where the metropolitan city of
Mashhad has deficiencies. In terms of the
consideration variable, Mashhad needs to
increase its resilience and consideration in
dealing with creative and highly skilled
human capital. Consideration in all aspects
can be an executable and effective version
in the metropolitan city of Mashhad. In the
talent variable, which mostly pertains to
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nurturing and retaining creative capital,
Mashhad also has  fundamental
deficiencies and requires attention to
increase its competitiveness in nurturing,
retaining, and attracting creative capital
and benefiting from its advantages.
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