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Keywords Abstract

mysticism, mystical The relationship between mysticism and Iranian architecture has always been
architecture, secret one of the important topics in architectural research. In this study, an attempt
knowledge, Iranian has been made to focus on the insight of Iranian architects from a mystical

perspective. In other words, the architect is not only seen as a manifestation
of the principles of mystical wisdom in space, but also as a seeker who
expresses their mystical experiences through their work, is analyzed and
examined. The statement of the issue in this research is divided into two main

architecture, ascending
and descending arcs

Citation sections; the first part is related to methodology and the second part is related
Ghasemi, Saeed; Sahaf, toexploring the relationship between mysticism and Iranian architecture. This
Seyed Mohammad  study, in two main sections, first explains the mystical methodology for
Khosrow and  Nabauvi, analyzing and examining Iranian architecture, and then explores the

Faezeh. (2024). Mystical relationship between mystical principles and the architecture of the Sheikh
reading of the architecture ~ Ahmad Jami mausoleum. The aim of this research is firstly to achieve a
of Sheikh Ahmad-e Jami's  mystical method for examining Iranian architecture and secondly to interpret
tomb. Journal of Greater Iranian architecture (Sheikh Ahmad Jami mausoleum) from a mystical
Khorasan. 15 (56), 119- perspective. In the fie_ld of res_,earch _methodt_)logy, the mgthodology based on
140 ’ the thoughts of Sheikh Jami and its relation to mystical methodology is
' discussed. After that, attention is paid to discovering the relationship between
the mystical insight of architects and the architectural patterns used in the
Sheikh Ahmad Jami mausoleum. Finally, in seven sections, mystical
architectural patterns are explained and the results of the analyses show that
these patterns have been used in the formation of the architecture of the Sheikh
Ahmad Jami complex.
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Introduction

Ahmad ibn Abu al-Hasan Jami Namaghi
Tarshizi, known as Sheikh Ahmad Jami
(536-440 AH, born 440), with the title of
"Abu Nasr Ahmad Zhendepil™ or simply
"Zhendepil”, was one of the mystics, Sufis,
and poets of the sixth century AH and the
Seljuk period. His birthplace was the
village of Namagh in Kohsorkh County,
and his tomb is in Turbat Jam. One of the
main sources in the path of mysticism is the
study of the lives of mystics. The life stages
of Sheikh Ahmad Jami demonstrate the
path and journey from earth to heavens, a
journey that mystics also seek. After the
final period of this great mystic's life and
his passing, the threshold of his Khangah
turned into his eternal abode. Although
currently there is no trace left of the initial
Khangah complex of Sheikh Ahmad Jami,
according to experts, the central dome of
the current complex was built in 633 AH,
exactly in the location of the initial
Khangah and the place of Sheikh Ahmad's
life and teachings. After that, until the
Qajar period, other complexes were added
to this complex in different eras. In the
second part of the research, an attempt is
made to explore the relationship between
mysticism and specifically the mystical
literature of Sheikh Ahmad with the
architectural features of his tomb using a
methodology in line with the mystical
approach. The authors believe that there is
always a meaningful relationship between
essence and form, where the form
represents the architectural patterns of this
complex and its essence represents the
mystical thoughts of the builders and the
mystical literature of Sheikh Jami.

Materials and Methods

Since the theoretical framework governing
this research is mysticism and mystical
wisdom, the research method is also based
on a research method rooted in mystical
wisdom. Perhaps the closest mystical
interpretation of "research” can be found in
William Chittick's explanation of this term:
"The sole purpose of acquiring knowledge

Ghasemi et al.., (2024)

and gnosis is to find the path of God, which
Is the absolute truth, the truth. Seekers must
strive to reach the research and research is
the direct knowledge of the Almighty and
seeing things as they really are™ (Chittick,
1393: 70). The common ground of the
research method in studying the
relationship  between  wisdom and
mysticism with Iranian architecture can be
seen as the journey between appearance
and essence. A journey that has its roots in
one of the fundamental principles of
wisdom and mysticism, namely the
principle of appearance and essence.

Discussion and Findings

Sheikh Jamal considers the "science of
secrets™ after the science of monotheism in
the ranks of knowledge and gnosis, and
writes: "But the best sciences are the
science of monotheism, then the science of
secrets.” As mentioned, Sheikh Jamal
considers the "science of secrets” as a
science to reach the inner essence of things
from their outward appearance. Therefore,
according to Sheikh Jamal's mystical
methodology, in this section, an attempt is
made to find a meaningful relationship
between the foundations and principles of
mysticism as the inner and the architectural
patterns of the Sheikh Ahmad Jamal
complex as an external manifestation of
mystical beliefs to discover the mystical
architectural secrets of this complex.
Therefore, a part of the findings of this
research, in addition to qualitative analysis
in seven sections, explains the mystical
architectural patterns. These seven sections
are as follows:

1 -Centrality and Inwardness: Creator and

goal of mysticism in architecture
2 -Hierarchy: Journey and

practice in space
3 -Transformation of square into circle:

From earth to heavens
4 —lwan: Journey between body and soul

5 -Geometric knots and plant roles -
Balance between reason and love

spiritual
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6 -Repetition: Unity amidst multiplicity
7 -Calligraphy: From harmony to unity

The manifestation of these patterns in the
architecture of the Sheikh Ahmad Jamal
complex is also described in tables in each
section. These tables show the relationship
between the mystical foundations and
architectural patterns of the Sheikh Ahmad
Jamal complex.

Conclusion

Based on the conducted research, firstly, it
is found that in order to understand the
Iranian  architecture  correctly and
comprehensively, it is necessary to search
for its foundations not in Western
philosophy and perspectives, but in the
wisdom and mysticism of this land itself.
Secondly, since in mystical thought, the
knowledge of truth and spiritual practice is
not exclusive to mystics and sages, and
individuals including artists, architects,
and the general public must each take steps
in their own way and have spiritual practice
in their lives, in order to understand the
foundations of Iranian architecture, one
should not only search for it in theoretical
mysticism, but also in practical mysticism
and specifically in the mystical thinking of
architects and artists. After examining the
Sheikh Ahmad Jamal complex and the
mysticism derived from it, it can be
concluded that the architects and artists
who designed and completed the Sheikh
Ahmad Jamal complex also did so with a
mystical perspective. This process is
observable and explicable in many Iranian
architectural works. It is even very natural
with a logical perspective, a collection that
is essentially formed around the respect for
the high rank of a great mystic, the mystical
foundations have had a significant
influence on shaping the architectural
form. Therefore, a meaningful connection
between essence and form is observed, as
Sheikh Jamal said, we must open the eyes
of the heart and observe the hidden secret
in the outward appearances and forms used
in this building. In this way, a meaningful

Ghasemi et al., (2024)

connection  between  mysticism and
architecture is formed. This meaningful
connection between mystical insight and
mystical architecture of the Sheikh Jamal
mausoleum complex is completely evident.
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