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Abstract

With the introduction of the lithographic printing industry to Iran during
the Qajar period, numerous printing houses were established in various
cities. The first and most active stone printing house in Mashhad
commenced operation within the Astan Quds Razavi complex in 1294 AH.
Over a fifty-year period of activity, this printing house published 28 book
titles and ultimately ceased its operations in 1344 AH, under the influence
of various factors. The aim of the present descriptive-analytical study is to
answer the question: What passive (inhibitory) and accelerating
(facilitative) factors affected the operational process of this printing house?
The research findings, based on a deductive approach and analysis of the
information contained in the surviving books of this printing house,
indicate that the passive factors included the attitudes and frequent changes
of trustees; political, military, and social tensions (at local, national, and
international levels); and the conflict of interests between tradition and
modernity. In contrast, the accelerating factors comprised the positive
attitude of certain trustees, scholars, and other dignitaries; the traditions of
vows (nazr), charitable donations, and book endowments (wagf); the
presence of residents and pilgrims with a scientific-religious orientation;
and the activities of booksellers.
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Introduction

After the introduction of stone printing to
Iran in 1249 AH, first Tabriz and then
Tehran became the center of stone printing
houses, but after a few decades, printing
houses were also established in other cities.

The first stone printing house of Mashhad
(1294-1344 AH) started operating in the

Astan Quds Razavi complex. Based on
archival research conducted in more than
twenty lithographic book storage bases
inside and outside of Iran, the books
published in the Astan Quds Razavi
lithographic printing house include 28
items from 1294 AH to 1344 AH. Although
researches have been conducted in the field
of lithography in Iran in recent decades,
their main focus has been on the activities
of printing houses in Tehran, Tabriz and
Isfahan. From this point of view, the aim of
the present study is to investigate the nature
of the stone printing house of Astan Quds
Razavi and the passive and accelerating
factors during the lifetime of this center of
cultural production in Mashhad.

Materials / Methods

Gathering information based on archival
research and descriptive-analytical
research method based on qualitative
approach is in the focus of attention .The

current research is based on the findings of
the author until the time of writing. Due to
the dynamics of information and the
possibility of accessing books that have not
been identified so far and are often kept in
personal archives, there is a possibility of
providing new materials in the neglected
areas of the studied area in future research.

Discussion and Findings

The activity of the Astan Qods Razavi
stone printing house was considered one of
the emerging manifestations of industries
in Iran during the Qajar period in eastern
Iran. The fifty-year activity of this printing
house was accompanied by extensive
internal and external ups and downs;
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Several factors that sometimes caused the
dynamic and sometimes reduced the
activity of this center, as with a
comprehensive review, this flow can be
analyzed and recognized. Based on the
comparative approach and the analysis of
the mentioned points in the books left from
this printing house, it indicates that the
passive factors include the attitude and
successive changes of the trustees,
political, military, social tensions (local,
national, international), the conflict of
interests of tradition and Modernization
and acceleration factors include the
positive attitude of some guardians,
scholars and other men, vows, donations
and endowment of books, the presence of
neighbors and pilgrims with a scientific-
religious approach, and the activity of
booksellers.

Conclusions

With the arrival of lithography in Iran, first
Tabriz and Tehran and then other cities of
Iran benefited from this emerging industry
in the field of cultural production centered
on books. The first printing house of

Mashhad was established in 1294 AH,
located in Razavi's territory, and during its
fifty years of activity, it published 28
books. In the meantime, one of the
important topics is the examination of the
production  works based on the
chronological approach, because the
interruption and dynamics in the
production of works is an obvious issue in
the stone printing house of Astan Quds
Razavi. Despite the fact that this industry
grew rapidly in the initial centers of
lithography in Iran (Tabriz and Tehran) and
was welcomed by various strata, but in
Mashhad, it can be seen that it has
developed over the years. Among the
passive cases, we can mention the attitude
and successive changes of the trustees,
political, military, social tensions (local,
national, international) and the conflict
between tradition and modernity, which is
considered the most influential factor
related to the cultural view of the trustees,
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because Most of the trustees in the short
period of the administration were mostly in
pursuit of personal interests and did not
have a coherent plan to adjust the structure
and mechanism of the printing house. On
the contrary, there were tangible and
intangible influencing factors in the
process of accelerating the publication of
the book. Among these cases, we can
mention the positive attitude of some
trustees to the cultural needs within and
outside the Astana collection, the support
of scholars, political and cultural power
holders, vows, charity and endowment of
books, the presence of neighbors and
pilgrims  with a scientific-religious
approach and activity. Booksellers pointed
out. However, the stimulating factors had a
lower impact factor compared to the
passive factors, but it contributed to the
continued life of this printing house to
some extent. In general, it can be
understood that this printing house
operated independently to a large extent
with a noticeable break from other cultural
centers of Astan Quds, especially the
library, due to its emergence and possible
stances towards it, and in the meantime, it
did not receive the desired support within
the collection. Subsequently, it was
strongly affected by micro and macro
political, social, economic and cultural
developments and the result was the lack of
regular and numerous publications during
the period of activity.
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