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Abstract

Mosques are considered among the highest forms of Islamic architecture and a
manifestation of beauty in the interaction of Islamic art and architecture in
different eras; therefore, mosques and religious buildings were continuously
recognized as pillars of the reevaluation of artistic and architectural styles and
innovations following Islam. From this perspective, the Timurid architectural
style can be considered as one of the prominent and brilliant periods of unique
harmony between Islamic art and architecture, and the Goharshad Mosque as the
result and masterpiece of the fusion and adaptation of artistic elements of
architectural structures and decorations and artistic arrangements of this period,
which, in addition to embodying indigenous architecture based on the temporal-
spatial requirements of that era, created a spiritual and mystical space that has
remained unique and unparalleled as an artistic and architectural masterpiece from
the Timurid era. Therefore, the aim of the research is a comparative understanding
of the interaction and harmony of architectural elements on one hand, and
decorations and artistic arrangements on the other hand, in the Goharshad Mosque
in Mashhad. The results of the research show that Iranian architects of this work
have been able to create a valuable work with aesthetic qualities worthy of
attention and with a spiritual and mystical space by creating harmony and
appropriate interaction between art and architecture in the building, relying on
mystical thoughts and beliefs alongside using contemporary sciences and
innovative methods in construction and decorations, which best represent their
era.
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Introduction

The mosque is a symbol of paradise and the
most complete symbol of Islamic
architecture; designers and architects of
mosques in the Islamic period have always
strived to create an example of architecture
in which all elements of the structure, from
structural and architectural elements to
decorations and patterns, harmoniously
and as part of a unified whole, manifest the
signs of the divine. Designers and artists in
mosques, by employing different elements,
try to represent a unified and manifest form
of God that the mosque is built for
worshiping Him" (Shayestehfar and
Khamsa, 1392: 27). In the present study,
the Goharshad Mosque in Mashhad has
been selected as a suitable example for
research due to its unique characteristics
and conditions. The main questions of this
research are as follows: 1- How is the
relationship and interaction between the
structure and decorations of the Goharshad
Mosque? 2- How have environmental
conditions (cultural, social, religious, etc.)
influenced the architecture and decorations
of this mosque? 3- How have the artistic
and architectural elements of the building
contributed to creating an effective
spiritual space?

Goharshad Mosque, the grandest

four-iwan mosque in Iran

The construction of Goharshad Mosque,
dating back to the years (818-821) AD and
the reign of Bayasanghor son of Shahrokh
in Khorasan, is one of the magnificent
mosques of the Islamic world and the
grandest four-iwan mosque in Iran. This
building, still standing after nearly six
hundred years, due to its historical
antiquity, architectural style, and artistic
values, has always been one of the most
important examples of art and architecture
in the country and a religious, cultural, and
historical attraction of the city of Mashhad.
The name Goharshad is inscribed in two
places in the mosque; one at the top of the
prayer hall iwan and the other at the
entrance to the dar al-siyadeh iwan. The
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construction of Goharshad Mosque was
entrusted to the famous architect of that
time, Quamaddin Shirazi, who, in addition
to designing and constructing the building,
was also responsible for the tile work and
decorations of the mosque. The Jameh
Mosque of Goharshad consists of a
courtyard, four iwans, a large turquoise
dome, two minarets, and seven nocturnal
prayer halls. This mosque, located in the
southern central core of the holy shrine of
Imam Reza (AS), has been constructed in
the Islamic architectural style in the east
with brick and plaster materials (Wilber
and Golombek, 1995: 254); it is the largest
and oldest mosque in the complex of the
holy shrine of Imam Reza. The location
and architectural features of the Goharshad
Mosque have made it serve not only as a
religious space, but also as a cultural,
social, and political function, and it has
been a permanent venue for congregational
prayers and seclusion ceremonies from the
past and is open 24 hours a day, but
religious etiquettes of prayer are of utmost
importance in these spaces. Today, this
mosque is connected to other parts of the
shrine of Imam Reza through multiple
doors and serves as a passage and access
point to other courtyards and porticos. The
Goharshad Mosque has a square-shaped
plan and, given its spatial organization, is
among the four-iwan mosques (a feature of
Timurid period mosques). Furthermore,
the construction along the gibla axis has led
to one of the iwans of the mosque being
recognized as the special iwan, located
exactly in front of the main entrance of the
building, which has added to the visual and
spiritual values of this structure. In the
middle of each side of the square courtyard
of this mosque, an iwan with a tall portal
has been built, known as the special iwan
(the southern iwan facing the gibla and the
main iwan of the mosque), the Dar al-
Siyadeh (the northern iwan), Haji Hasan
(the eastern iwan), and the Water iwan (the
western iwan), which are interconnected by
two-story booths.
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Materials and Methods

The method used in this research is
analytical-descriptive and qualitative with
an interpretive approach. The researcher,
while  examining the artistic and
architectural  relationships  in  the
Goharshad Mosque, has evaluated the
structure from the perspective of artistic
elements, in addition to reviewing theories
and research based on the historical
architecture of the Timurid era. The study
has examined aspects such as color, form,
covering, elements of ceilings and domes,
building height, symmetry, etc., within a
historical context, combining artistic and
architectural perspectives in the use of the
structure in this research.

Discussion and Findings

The results of this research indicate that in
the Goharshad Mosque, the architect's
attention to maintaining coherence among
various  practical,  symbolic, and
meaningful aspects of the mosque has led
to the creation of harmony and proportion
among all the components of the structure.
In designing each part of the building,
attention has been paid to various aspects
of construction, decoration, symbolism,
and representation, utilizing all the
facilities and capabilities of the building to
achieve the main feature of religious
buildings, which is providing a peaceful,
spiritual, and serene space. The space of
the Goharshad Mosque is predominantly
composed of symmetrical surfaces and
blue colors, which alongside each other
induce a sense of peace, spiritual mood,
and serenity. The architect in this space
focuses on explaining spiritual values and
all elements, from light and color to
decorations and architectural forms, act
towards creating a sacred space.

Conclusion

The examination of the architectural style
and physical-spatial characteristics of the
Goharshad Mosque shows that in addition
to using the mystical principle of
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transitioning from multiplicity to unity in
the building components as part of the
unified mosque complex, the use of divine
names, Quranic verses, hadiths, poems,
and praises of the infallible Imams for
decorating various surfaces of the building,
there is a continuous emphasis on themes
such as monotheism, oneness of God,
prayer, performing righteous deeds,
repentance, mercy and forgiveness of God,
almsgiving, and jihad. Furthermore, the
use of geometric formulas and the design
system of the building, order and elegance,
attention to the smallest details in the
structure and decorations, the use of color
and its metaphorical expression in creating
a spiritual space and conveying mystical
themes, the use of symbolism in building
components to express themes, has
transformed this mosque into a truly unique
collection of Islamic art and architecture
and one of the most magnificent mosques
in Iran and the world.
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