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Keywords Abstract

Tashkent, Chach, The northeastern borders of Transoxiana are recognized as one of the most

Khorasan, border, influential regions in the historical fate of Iran. It appears that historical

Transoxiana developments in Chach were directly shaped by its dual position as both a
o borderland and a central hub. Located at the outermost edge of the Iranian

Citation cultural sphere, Chach offered a unique experience of coexistence between

Khosrow Abadi, M., &  two advanced cultural models—sedentary and nomadic—which
Karimi Alvar, K. (2025).  eventually led to their integration and fusion.Between the 1st and 4th
Geographical History of  centuries AH (7th to 10th centuries CE), Chach, along with Isbijab, was
Tashkent (Chach) With  considered one of the most important frontiers between the Islamic world
Emphasis on Its Border ~ and non-Islamic lands (beyond the Syr Darya River). Research evidence
Position. Journal of  Shows that after the gradual settlement of nomadic groups in Chach and
Greater Khorasan, the_establishment of new states (the_Qarakha_nidg and the Qar_a Khitai), the
16(59), 131-150 region ceased to _be seen as a major fror_ltler_ln the Islamic Wor_lt_j and

: ' gradually turned into a province with an interior, non-border position—
leading to a decline in its historical significance.Nevertheless, the
geographical features of Chach, during the unification of Turkestan and
Transoxiana and the emergence of Russian Turkestan and Central Asia,
transformed the region into a central city and the heart of Central Asia.
This study, using historical analysis and relying on primary geographical
and historical sources, examines the transformations of Chach through the
lens of its dual borderland-central position and analyzes its role as a
significant factor in shaping the region’s political fate.
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Introduction

The historical transformations of Tashkent,
influenced by various cultural, political,
and economic factors across different eras,
are recognized as a prominent example of
social interactions and developments in
Central Asia. This region, with its rich and
complex history, has undergone significant
changes from ancient times, when it was
known as "Chach," to the present day. This
study analyzes the transformations of
Chach by examining its dual border and
central position and its impact on the
political fate of the region.

Methodology

This study employs a historical and
descriptive analysis method. By examining
historical texts, travelogues, and reliable
sources, an attempt has been made to
provide a comprehensive picture of
Tashkent’s transformations. Based on
documents and evidence, the impacts of
various ethnic groups and governments on
the social and economic life of this region
have been investigated.

Discussion and Analysis

Chach was known as one of the most
prosperous areas in the Syr Darya river
basin, and its prosperity was tied to its
geographical location along the Great Road
near Bukhara. Various authors, including
Al-Maqdisi, have referred to the beauty
and prosperity of Chach, describing it as
one of the finest lands. In Persian literature,
including Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, Chach is
mentioned as a renowned city, indicating
its cultural significance.  Historical
evidence and various names, such as Chach
(known as Shash in Arabic) in inscriptions
and ancient texts, point to the depth of this
region’s history and culture. Part of the
article examines the political, social, and
cultural  continuity of Chach with
Iranshahr, exploring its connection with
Iran from the Achaemenid period to the
present.  Archaeological  discoveries,
including the ruins of Turkic temples and
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Zoroastrian fire temples, along with
Sogdian coins, emphasize the deep cultural
ties of this region with eastern and western
Iran. Additionally, references to Sarts,
Tajiks, and Iranian-origin inhabitants in
Tashkent highlight the ethnic and linguistic
diversity of the region.

The shift of the inhabitants’ language to
Turkic also indicates the historical and
cultural influences in this area. Another
section of the article examines the status of
Chach during the Islamic conquests and
their impact on the region. The article,
citing early Islamic geographical sources,
emphasizes that this area remained a
prosperous and verdant city until the
Mongol invasion. It then explores the
impact of the Turks, Mongols, and
Timurids on the status of Chach and
Transoxiana in the post-Samanid era. The
transformation of the name Chach to
Tashkent and the shift in its geographical
identity is the next topic of the article. The
article points to the cultural disruption
following  the  Mongol invasion,
particularly during the Timurid period. A
comparison of various historical reports
highlights the cultural and identity
transformations in Transoxiana. Clavijo,
the Spanish ambassador in the 8th century
AH, notes the significant cultural
differences among the three languages and
the history of this land. After Timur,
conflicts and battles among the Turko-
Mongol khans weakened the components
of Iranian identity in the region, leading to
significant social and cultural
transformations.  Finally, the article
comprehensively examines Tashkent’s
historical transformations and the Russian
influence in Central Asia, highlighting key
points. During the Uzbek period, Tashkent
was used several times as a base for attacks
against Khorasan.

Kazakhs from the Qipchaq steppe invaded
Tashkent and Samarkand, turning the city
into a main hub for attacks on commercial
caravans. These attacks led to their
dominance and transformed Tashkent into
a new strategic center. The Russian pursuit
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of power in Central Asia and their
particular focus on Tashkent were due to
the city’s geographical and strategic
importance. Tashkent and Turkestan held
particular ~ military  significance  for
strengthening Russian borders, especially
during times when Russia was expanding
its influence in the Balkans and Central
Asia. This evidence testifies to the power
and complexity of the political and military
transformations in Tashkent and their
impact on the region’s history. Finally, the
text examines Tashkent’s political, social,
and economic transformations during
Russian rule, presenting key points about
the changes resulting from Russian
influence and the city’s social and cultural
developments. Tashkent became a major
hub for Russian migrants. The construction
of the Orenburg-Tashkent railway led to
increased migration of Russian workers to
the region. Additionally, Tashkent was
recognized as a central city for trade
between Bukhara, Khiva, and other
regions, gradually becoming a migrant-
friendly and commercial city. These
transformations  increased  Tashkent’s
importance as a commercial center in
Central Asia.

The presence of diverse ethnic and
religious groups, including Jews, Orthodox
Christians, and others, due to trade routes
and the migration policies of Tsarist and
Soviet Russia, led to the formation of a
multiethnic society in Tashkent. This had
significant impacts on daily life and local
culture. With the division of the Bukhara
Republic into the Soviet Socialist
Republics of Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan
in 1924, Tashkent was incorporated into
Uzbekistan, and in 1930, the capital of the
republic was transferred from Samarkand
to Tashkent. This analysis contributes to a
deeper understanding of the significant
transformations in Tashkent’s history and
culture and illustrates their impact on the
region’s social structure.

Khosrow Abadi and Karimi Alvar (2025)

Conclusion

In conclusion, Tashkent’s history not only
reflects political and social transformations
but also has had profound impacts on the
cultural and economic identity of its
inhabitants. The cultural, political, and
economic influences imposed by various
ethnic groups and governments have
played a significant role in shaping the
contemporary life of Tashkent’s residents,
and this process continues. Analyzing
these transformations is crucial for a better
understanding of Tashkent’s history and
for addressing contemporary issues in the
region. Ultimately, Tashkent’s history
represents complex processes resulting
from cultural, economic, and political
interactions, which continue to influence
the city’s identity and social structures.
These historical transformations have
long-lasting effects on the lives of the
people and the socio-economic conditions
of the region today.
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