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Abstract

Among the functions of urban gardens, cultural functions are important due to their
role in social cohesion and conveying valuable messages to the audience. Based on
this, the present study examines the cultural function of the Mellat Garden in Mashhad
(as the most important urban garden) and seeks to determine the pattern of
manifestation of cultural elements and the level of understanding by the audience,
ultimately defining the position of the cultural function of this garden. The study is
descriptive-analytical in nature, with research variables including the situationalism of
various elements in the garden and criteria related to the effectiveness of cultural
elements from the perspective of visitors. The study scale includes all elements present
in the Mellat Garden. The sample size, based on the number of visitors and the type of
statistical tests used in the study, was determined to be 200 people. After document
studies and the development of a "research conceptual model," all elements present in
the garden (including 920 locations) were surveyed using GPS devices and stored in a
spatial information database. The initial classification showed that overall, 23% of the
spatial elements of the garden have a cultural function. Analysis of the data from
questionnaires (using statistical tests such as the t-test) and spatial data (using models
of correlation, spatial allocation, network analysis, and spatial arrangement criteria
such as connection, selection, co-linkage, length, and depth) showed that, in terms of
manifestation, cultural elements do not have desirable conditions and do not show
integration with the space like a "linking member." This undesirable situation has also
affected the position of these elements in the eyes of visitors. The findings from the
questionnaires showed that these elements were unable to effectively convey their
message to the audience. The results indicate that there is no clear plan or idea for
establishing and conveying the message of cultural elements. The outcome of these
findings suggests doubt in achieving the functional goals of the cultural function of
the Mellat Garden as an influential urban space in Mashhad.
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Introduction

Modernization, urban growth, and the
increase in vehicles in cities have led to the
disappearance of human scale in urban
areas, the destruction of urban spaces, and
the breakdown of face-to-face
communication. Consequently, the sense
of community in local gatherings and
emotional ties to a place in cities have
disappeared. Therefore, considering the
problems that have arisen in cities, people
need places for social interactions and
meeting their psychological needs. Urban
spaces always provide a platform for the
manifestation of behavioral patterns and
actions resulting from human activities.
Among these, cultural elements present in
these spaces are symbols that create
emotional bonds among citizens. The
presence of these elements in city parks
leads to cohabitation with the lives of
citizens and becomes a part of their social
life. The theory of the importance of
cultural elements in urban spaces and the
lives of citizens, as well as their desirable
distribution, is crucial. This is especially
important for modern cities where, for
various reasons, there is an increasing
distance between citizens. The city of
Mashhad is a perfect example in this
regard. The process of modernization in
this city, which began in the 1960s, has led
to the deterioration and transformation of
many old neighborhoods, with fewer
spaces in Mashhad (except for the holy
shrine) that are historically significant,
identity-wise, and functional according to
the residents' preferences. The Mellat Park
in Mashhad is a unique example in this
context. Due to the presence of cultural
spaces in this complex, including uses,
symbols, and identity-building signs, the
cultural function should also be considered
as one of the capabilities of this complex.
Therefore, considering the importance of
cultural elements in space and the role they
will play in the sensory and emotional
connection among individuals, as well as
the residents' preferences for Mellat Park,
it seems that by strengthening the cultural
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role of this park, a significant role can be
played in promoting societal culture. Based
on this, the present study aims to
demonstrate: 1. What pattern does the
establishment of cultural elements in the
park follow? 2. To what extent does this
pattern align with the effective criteria in
people’'s movements? And 3. How much
attention has been paid to the cultural
function of these elements by the residents?

Materials and Methods

Considering the research objectives, this
study is descriptive-analytical. Therefore,
initially, a conceptual model was
developed through the study of relevant
sources. Subsequently, through multiple
field visits to the Mellat Park in Mashhad,
various functions of the park were
analyzed.

Discussion and Findings

An examination and analysis of the
findings in each section reveal the
following: 1. From the perspective of the
distribution pattern, the cultural elements
of Mellat Park, unlike other functional
elements, have a random pattern in space,
while other elements show a scattered
pattern. Regarding the type of distribution
pattern of elements, considering the
location of Mellat Park (as an urban park)
on one hand, and the permanent presence
of the population in different parts of the
park on the other hand, it seems that the
most appropriate pattern for the functional
elements existing in Mellat Park (including
cultural  elements) among  spatial
distribution patterns, is a scattered pattern
(uniform distribution throughout the entire
park range). 2. On the other hand, these
random patterns of cultural elements do not
even establish the slightest connection with
other point-like elements such as benches.
Although the benches are scattered
throughout the park, they do not pay any
attention to these elements and do not serve
them. 3. Criteria related to movement also
indicate that cultural elements are not in the
sight of pedestrians. The great depth, the
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low position of the communicative criteria,
and the lack of connection and coherence
indicate this issue. 4. Therefore, cultural
elements do not have a suitable position as
an attraction point, nor do they show
desirable conditions in the perspective of
moving pedestrians, which may indicate
the result of the lack of a preconceived plan
and pattern for establishing cultural
elements in space, which may have been
scattered based on personal tastes without
considering the park map and its elements.
5. Cultural elements should be considered
as an adjunct function to the space in
Mellat Park, which apparently have been
among the last adjunct elements to the park
space that have settled in the remaining
positions and have not been integrated into
the overall park space. 6. Considering the
calculated conditions and the position of
cultural elements in the visitors' view,
doubt about the cultural function of Mellat
Park is highly likely, while each cultural
element has a message that its interaction
with visitors could play an important role
in enhancing the cultural position and
identity of Mashhad city and its history and
assets.

Conclusion

The integration of cultural elements does
not follow a clear order and coherence. The
result of this situation is well reflected in
the opinions of park visitors. Attention to
the long-term characteristics and lasting
impact of space highlights the importance
of educational and training dimensions in
the integration of spatial elements for
planners. This is a subject that has been less
attended to so far.
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