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Abstract

The Ghiasieh School of Khargerd is one of the few extant structures from the Timurid
period in which various decorative and executive tilework techniques—such as
mo‘arragh (mosaic tilework), haft-rang (seven-color), underglaze painting, gold-leaf
application, ma‘qeli (brick-like tilework), among others—have been employed.
Therefore, one of the objectives of this research is to present the distinctive decorative
characteristics of the tilework adornments at the Ghiasieh School. Additionally,
another aim is to identify common features between the tile decorations of this school
and those of the Gawharshad Musalla Complex and the Khajeh Abdollah Ansari
Shrine in Herat, in order to uncover potential shared artistic elements among them.The
data collection methodology was based on field research and written sources,
employing a historical-interpretive approach to analyze the data obtained from the case
study. The results indicate that distinctive features of the tilework at the Ghiasieh
School of Khargerd—such as the use of a different color for the name of the king and
his titles compared to the rest of the inscription text, and the application of regular
interlaced hexagonal knots (goreh shesh-zeliye montazam hamildar) in the dados
(azareh)—are also observed in other Timurid-era structures. Shared characteristics in
terms of designs, motifs, inscriptions, and executive and decorative techniques include
similarities in floral, leaf, and bud patterns; the use of teardrop-shaped forms in the
background of inscriptions; and the application of blue-and-white underglaze painting
techniques. These commonalities can be found in the tile decorations of the Ghiasieh
School, the Gawharshad Musalla Complex, and the Khajeh Abdollah Ansari Shrine in
Herat. Thus, based on this evidence, it can be concluded that shared artisans likely
contributed to the construction of the Ghiasieh School of Khargerd, the Gawharshad
Musalla Complex, and the Khajeh Abdollah Ansari Shrine in Herat, resulting in these
common features and the creation of distinctive characteristics.
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Introduction

The Ghiasieh Khargerd School in Khaf
holds significant importance due to its
diverse decorative elements, including
murals, stone ornaments, plaster
mugarnas, and particularly its tilework.
As one of the few remaining structures
from the Timurid period, this school
showcases various tilework techniques
such as mo'araq (mosaic), haft-
rang (seven-color), underglaze
painting, gold-leaf application (tala-
chasban), ma'qeli (brick-and-tile
patterns), and more. Thus, one objective
of this research is to identify the
distinctive decorative features of the
tilework at Ghiasieh Khargerd School.
Additionally, the study aims to explore
potential artistic commonalities
between the tile decorations of this
school and those of the Goharshad
Mosque Complex and the Mausoleum
of Khwaja Abdullah Ansari in Herat.
To achieve these objectives, the
research addresses the following
questions:

1. What distinctive  decorative
characteristics  define  the
tilework of Ghiasieh Khargerd
School?

2. What shared features—in terms
of designs, motifs, inscriptions,
and execution technigues—can
be identified between the tile
decorations of Ghiasieh
Khargerd School and those of
the Goharshad Mosque Complex
and the Mausoleum of Khwaja
Abdullah Ansari in Herat?

3.

Materials and Methods
This study adopts an interpretive-
historical research method, employing

qualitative  data  analysis.  Data
collection  combines documentary
(library-based) research and field
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observations, including visits to
Ghiasien  Khargerd  School to
photograph its tilework and document
selected samples using software such
as CorelIDRAW and Photoshop.  The
study’s scope extends beyond Ghiasieh
Khargerd to include the Goharshad
Mosque Complex, the Mausoleum of
Khwaja Abdullah Ansari in Herat, and
other Timurid-era tile decorations, such
as those at the Zeyn al-Din Abu Bakr
Taybadi Shrine, Goharshad Mosque in
Mashhad, Jameh Mosque of Varzaneh,
Jameh Mosque of Yazd, and Meydan
Mosque of Kashan. The findings are
presented first, followed by an analysis
of the school’s tilework and a
comparative study of its decorative
elements.

Discussion and Findings
The architect of Ghiasieh Khargerd
School, Qavam al-Din Shirazi, is noted
in Timurid historical sources as a
prominent figure in Shahrukh’s court.
Evidence suggests that Qavam al-Din
employed a consistent team of
artisans—including architects,
engineers, calligraphers, and tile-
cutters—across  his  projects.  His
buildings are among the rare examples
where diverse tilework techniques were
combined.

Notable techniques observed at
Ghiasieh Khargerd and the Herat
monuments (Goharshad Complex and
Khwaja Abdullah Ansari Mausoleum)
include:

o Haft-rang tiles with geometric
(girih) motifs.

o Underglaze blue-and-white
painted tiles (nagshi-e abi-o
sefid-e zir-e la’ab).

o Hybrid techniques
as mo'araq tile-and-stone

such
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combinations and carved brick

with mo'araq or haft-rang tiles.
These shared features suggest that
Qavam al-Din Shirazi’s projects were
executed by overlapping teams of
artisans, resulting in distinct yet
interrelated decorative styles.

Conclusion
Key findings highlight  unique
characteristics of Ghiasieh Khargerd’s
tilework, such as:

« The use of contrasting colors for

royal names and titles in
inscriptions.
o A rectangular, single-arched

mihrab without column motifs.

o The"regular hexagon with
cable motif" (shesh-zeli-ye
montazam-e hamil-dar) in dado
panels (azareh).

Shared features with the

monuments include:
"Hexagon-and-rosette” (shesh-o
shamsa) patterns in dados.

o Similar floral motifs (flowers,
leaves, buds).

» Ochre-red glaze applications.

o Parallels in "mother-and-child"
inscriptions (khatti-e madar-o
farzandi).

« Tear-shaped forms in inscription
backgrounds.

o Techniques like underglaze
blue-and-white painting and
hybrid mo'arag-stone
or mo'araqg-brick combinations.

These commonalities indicate that
Ghiasieh Khargerd, the Goharshad
Complex, and Khwaja Abdullah
Ansari’s Mausoleum were likely
decorated by the same artisans,
reflecting a unified artistic vision under
Qavam al-Din Shirazi’s direction.

Herat
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