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Abstract

Background and Obijective: The purpose of this article is to investigate the
reasons for the change in the nature of the ataloomataloo doll in the process
of creating the rain prayer of the people of Roshtkhar. The main question is,
has the doll (atalloo, Mataloo) changed in the path of evolutionary creation?
Methods: This research is a form of developmental research and from the
point of view of descriptive-analytical data analysis, by collecting information
in the form of documents,

Results: The rain prayer ceremony in Roshtkhar city scary doll called

(ataloomatloo), which is not beautiful in appearance and is worthless.
According to the evolutionary view, the puppets of Le Matalloo are repeated
as the final text and work of art in a vacuum and have not been created in
practice .Therefore, with common themes and early pre-texts with intensity

and weakness in the historical context, it is prone to the bite of pre-texts and
changes over time for various reasons. In the course of this transition,
according to the transformation aspect based on developmental critique, while
making changes in minor factors, the internal relations and its main identity
should not be harmed.

Conclusion: it is concluded that Ataloomataloo doll is the goddess Anahita,
but under the influence of contexts such as ideological (political, economic),
Cultural and religious) influenced by values and norms over time has
undergone changes in factors such as image and personality and manner of
dress and social status, and identity in internal factors.
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Introduction

With the onset of the cold season and the
occurrence of consecutive droughts, the
necessity of holding a rain prayer ceremony
inspired by the rituals performed for the
valuable goddess Anahita, has attracted the
attention of the agricultural residents of
Rashtkhvar district. In the process of this
ceremony, a puppet-like doll is first created,
and then in the form of a collective procession,
while reciting poetic verses under the title of
rain prayer, they turn it around in the
neighborhoods and streets of the city. This
process shows that although humanity has
entered the agricultural era culturally late, it is
still dependent on heavenly gods and weather
phenomena. With a little exploration in this
ceremony, which is held to alleviate drought
and bring rain, one can find the traces of
sacrificial offerings and the rituals held for the
valuable goddess Anahita. Additionally, based
on the evolutionary critique, it can be stated
that the puppet (Atloomatloo) created in the
image of the goddess Anahita, has an initial
pattern and a systematic and structured internal
framework. Therefore, it has not suddenly
taken shape, but rather as a repeated artistic
work, it has roots that date back to ancient
myths. According to the theory of
transformation, which suggests that the
creation of a work is not a unique phenomenon,
but is based on foundations and pretexts that
evolve during this process and complete
changes, it can be considered as a final artistic
work or a text that, in the process of
transitioning from initial pretexts or the
inspired pattern, has not remained immune to
the influences and effects of meta-pretexts such
as ideological conditions (political, economic,
cultural, religious) influenced by norms and
values of different eras and backgrounds.
However, after considering the aspect of
transformation, it should only show a slight
difference, so that its internal relationships and
original nature are not compromised, and if
there are changes and transformations, they
should take place in external factors and the
axis of composition. For example, if we liken

the creation of the puppet character
(Atloomatloo) to a chess game due to having a
fixed and systematic pattern, after the
transition from the pre-textual form to the final
text, similar to the transfer of chess from Iran
to other countries, the nature and role of the
pieces should remain fixed, so that its internal
relationships are not harmed, but if this change
occurs in the material of the pieces, such as
turning from bone to wood, this change and
transformation is in external factors and will
show a minor difference. Based on part of the
evolutionary perspective, each continuous
visual display and chronological sequence has
common foundations and changes over time
due to various reasons. A notable point in this
regard is the identity of the puppet
(Atloomatloo). The people of this region, by
placing this name on the puppets and
scarecrows, use this term as a symbol of insult
due to the ugly appearance and somehow the
inefficiency of these puppets in relation to each
other, and it is prevalent among the general
population. This itself brings the mind closer to
a different aspect from the perspective of
evolutionary critique.

Materials /Methods

The present research is fundamentally
descriptive in nature. Data collection in this
study was done using library research,
fieldwork, and observation. The method of
analysis in this research is qualitative. The
approach of this article, using the method of
deconstructive critique, is based on the concept
of transformation. The target population
includes the agricultural community of
residents in Rashtkhar County, which was
selected fully consciously and selectively.

Discussion and Findings

Based on the concept of transformation, the
findings of the research show that the
Atloomatloo doll in the rain prayer of
Rashtkhar County, inspired by the goddess
Anahita, has been created for reasons such as
transmission through face-to-face

Analyzing the development course of...

Quarterly Bulliten of
Greater Khorasan

Vol . 15, No. 55, 2024
172



Analyzing the development course of...

Quarterly Bulliten of
Greater Khorasan

Vol. 15, No. 55, 2024
173

communication in oral culture and influenced
by the norms of political, social, and religious
traditions of Zoroastrianism and Islam, such as
emphasis on simplicity and condemnation of
the construction of statues and destruction of
fire temples as the last strongholds of Anahita.
Additionally, the ideological conditions
prevailing in the era, changes in the execution
of Anahita worship ceremonies from the rulers
to the general public, and economic influences
have all played a role in this process in a way
that people did not have the ability to make
magnificent offerings of the pre-Zoroastrian
and Zoroastrian periods and did not have
access to the description of his external
magnificence in the Avesta, thus influencing
this transformation. All these factors have led
them to create a new character named
Atloomatloo based on their perception of pre-
myth and the initial pattern.

Conclusions

Atloomatloo is indeed the same goddess
Anahita who, due to the transformation of
identity in the internal and structural factors of
this goddess, such as appearance and
personality, and social status through
reduction, has undergone identity
transformation in the internal factors over time
due to the influence of political, economic,
cultural, and religious ideological changes,
under the influence of values and norms.
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