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Abstract

The commercial prosperity and growth of handicraft industries during the Seljuk
period in Iran and Rome, and the recognition of the importance of roads in
facilitating trade and increasing wealth, led to the establishment and construction
of roads. Although the extent of trade in Seljuk Iran was widespread, Eastern
Rome (Anatolia) played a significant role in trade through land and sea routes with
Iran. Which trade routes are recognizable in the Seljuk territories of Rome and
Iran, and which routes were more important during the Seljuk period between
these two lands are among the questions raised in this research. The main goal of
this article is to recognize the trade routes of transportation between Seljuk Iran
and Rome in the fifth and sixth centuries AH based on archaeological evidence
and historical written sources. Understanding the cultural interactions, structural
characteristics, and architectural styles of caravanserais in these two lands, and
identifying their differences and similarities, is another objective. This research
was conducted using library and field methods with a historical and archaeological
approach. The variables of this research are the East-West international trade
routes and Seljuk caravanserais in Iran (15 caravanserais) and Anatolia (17
caravanserais). As a result, several important trade routes between Iran and
Anatolia in the Seljuk period were identified. Among them, the Tabriz-Konya
route was the main commercial communication route between these two lands.
The caravanserais established are mainly located on the Great Khorasan Road.
The examination of the architecture of the caravanserais showed that although the
Seljuk caravanserais in Iran and Anatolia have similar uses, they are generally
different in terms of style and plan, and the roots of the Seljuk caravanserais
cannot be traced back to Iran.
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Introduction
Communication pathways have been one of

the most important factors in the
transmission of culture and art among
humans from ancient times to the present.
While the climate has played an influential
role in choosing communication routes, the
prevailing economic, social, and religious
conditions have also been of great
importance in shaping transportation routes.
The establishment of roads has been of
special political, cultural, and economic
importance to all governments. This research
is based on three main questions: 1. How
many trade routes in the Seljuk territories of
Rome and Iran can be identified based on
historical written sources and archaeological
evidence, with an  emphasis on
caravanserais? 2. Which routes during the
Seljuk period were more important between
these two lands, and what factors influenced
their selection and use? 3. What similarities
and differences exist between the
architectural style of Seljuk caravanserais in
Iran and Rome?

Materials and Methods

This article aims to recognize the trade routes
between the Seljuk territories of Iran and
Rome, identify important routes and factors
influencing their selection, and also achieve
an understanding of the mutual cultural and
stylistic influences in the architecture of
caravanserais in these two cultural and
geographical areas. A total of 17
caravanserais in Anatolia (Eastern Rome)
and 15 caravanserais in lIran during the
Seljuk period, located along the trade routes
between Iran and Anatolia, are studied. This
research was conducted using field and
library research methods with a historical
and causal approach, which are part of
qualitative research. The research process
includes data collection, library studies, field
studies, analysis of various data such as
documents, maps, historical texts, and

comparison of Seljuk caravanserais in Iran
and Rome. Field methods include visiting
and documenting some caravanserais in lran.
Additionally, the locations of caravanserais
were identified on maps using satellite
images and ArcGIS software, and the main
trade routes between Iran and Anatolia were
identified through the modeling performed.

Discussion and Findings

From the mid-fifth century AH, after the
settlement of a branch of the Seljuks in
Kerman, Makran, and the eastern coasts of
the Persian Gulf, an international trade route
was established between the coast of Makran
and the bustling port of Tizbandar to
Khorasan and beyond. In the east-west route,
there were also many important cities that
had an  exceptionally advantageous
commercial and economic position. Isfahan,
the capital of the Great Seljuks, Rey,
Hamadan, Zanjan, and Qazvin had a
prominent position in this international trade
route. The international trade of Iran, namely
the east-west route leading to the mountains
and Azerbaijan, could be linked to Anatolian
trade through two routes. Firstly, through
Hamadan to Baghdad, then to Mosul,
Mardin, Diyarbakir, and Malatya. The
second route was through Tabriz, Erzurum,
Erzincan, Sivas, Caesarea, and Aksaray to
Konya. Of course, trade along the Tabriz-
Konya route was of much greater
importance, connecting Iran to the shores of
the Black Sea and Europe. The courtyards in
the Seljuk caravanserais in Iran played a
central role, and covered spaces were created
around them. In the caravanserais of the
Seljuks of Rum, the courtyard did not play a
central role in shaping the plan of the
caravanserais, and covered spaces were
important. Another distinguishing feature is
the type of materials used, with Iran using
bricks and tiles, while Anatolia used stones.
The geographical analysis of caravanserais
shows that Iranian caravanserais were
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generally built in open plains, while the
Seljuk caravanserais were located in
mountain valleys and higher, colder
climates. The location of caravanserais is
influenced by the geographical
characteristics of these two regions.

Conclusion

The Seljuk caravanserais in trade routes, especially
the Great Khorasan Road, were built to provide
comfort and security for caravans. The examination
of the location of caravanserais and their placement
in trade routes also indicates their main role and
function in strengthening economic and trade
issues. Additionally, different architectural and
artistic styles were used in the construction of
caravanserais in Iran and Anatolia in the fifth and
sixth centuries AH.
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