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Abstract

Background and Objective: The historic bazaar of Birjand is a prominent example of
sustainable urban spaces and the vibrant heart of the city's socio-economic life. However,
contemporary urban developments have endangered its integrity and physical well-being.
This research was conducted with the aim of determining the historical evolution, analyzing
the physical-functional structure, and identifying the factors influencing the formation and
transformation of this valuable complex.

Methodology: This research is fundamental in purpose and descriptive-analytical in
nature, with a historical approach. The required data were collected using library and
documentary methods through the study of written resources (documents, books, articles,
theses) as well as the analysis of historical and contemporary aerial photographs. Data
analysis was based on qualitative methods and interpretation within the historical-
geographical context of the region.

Findings: The findings indicate that the formation of the bazaar began during the Safavid
period under the influence of geographical, political, social, and economic factors, and it
reached its peak of perfection and integration in the Qajar era. Its structure is linear,
composed of alleys (rasteh), caravanserais (sara), domed trading halls (timcheh), shops
(hojreh), and a specialized marketplace (geysariyeh), constructed with local materials and
adapted to the climate. At its zenith, this bazaar hosted a wide range of commercial
activities, handicrafts, and urban services. However, modern urban plans during the second
Pahlavi period caused a rupture in the bazaar's organic connection and led to the separation
of parts from its central core.

Conclusion: The historic bazaar of Birjand is a vulnerable heritage whose current existence
is accompanied by physical deterioration and reduced functionality. Its sustainable
conservation and revitalization require the formulation of a comprehensive plan based on
a deep historical and physical understanding, organizing existing spaces, reviving
compatible uses, and strengthening its connection with the contemporary life of the city.
This action will not only lead to the preservation of a historical monument but also ensure
the identity-related, economic, and social vitality of Birjand's central fabric.
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Introduction

The historic bazaar of Birjand, with its
collection of old houses, shops, and
commercial spaces within the ancient
urban fabric, stands as a tangible
manifestation of the continuous urban life
over time. This bazaar is considered a
successful example of a sustainable urban
space that, despite the extensive
transformations of the modern era,
continues to function as a hub for the
economic, social, and cultural interactions
of citizens. By relying on the remaining
evidence from the bazaar's prosperous
periods, examining aerial photographs, and
analyzing the content of relevant historical
texts, this research seeks to answer
fundamental questions regarding the
historical evolution of the Birjand Bazaar.
The main objectives of this study are:
determining the historical period of the
bazaar's formation and evolution,
analyzing its physical and architectural
structure, identifying its features and
spatial typology, mapping the network of
commercial relations, and recognizing the
main components and active guilds within
this historic complex.

Research Method

In terms of purpose, this research is
fundamental, and from an approach
perspective, it is historical. The data
collection method was documentary and
library-based, conducted through
qualitative content analysis of credible
sources. The required data were gathered
by studying and reviewing written
resources, including: historical documents,
books related to local history and
architecture, scientific articles, university
theses, and  reputable  databases.
Furthermore, historical and current aerial
photographs were used as supplementary
visual evidence for analyzing the physical
structure and spatial changes of the bazaar.
The data analysis method was descriptive-
analytical, and the findings were
interpreted within the historical-social
context of the region.

Hosseinabadi et al. (2025)

Discussion and Findings

The findings of this research indicate that
the formation of the Birjand Bazaar was
influenced by a set of geographical
(communicative and strategic location on
trade routes), political (governance of local
dynasties  and macro-governmental
policies), social (demographic fabric and
societal needs), and economic (prosperity
of regional exchanges) factors. The
development process of this bazaar
distinctly began during the Safavid era and
expanded and evolved during the Qajar and
early Pahlavi | periods. During this
timeframe, the Birjand Bazaar functioned
as an integrated and organic urban
institution, serving as the vibrant economic
and social heart of the city. The physical
structure of the historic Birjand Bazaar
follows a linear (arterial) pattern and
consists of a collection of alleys (Rasteh),
caravanserais (Sara), domed trading halls
(Timcheh), shops (Hojreh), a specialized
marketplace (Qeysariyeh), and other
service and public spaces. The main alley
of the bazaar acts as the backbone of this
complex, connecting other spaces together.
Architecturally, this bazaar possesses
features such as the use of local materials
(adobe, brick, plaster), vaulted and domed
coverings, semi-open  spaces (like
crossroads Chaharsug), and a design
compatible with the region's hot and dry
climate.

An examination of professions and guilds
shows that this bazaar, at its peak, hosted a
wide range of economic activities
including trade in local and imported goods
(such as textiles, spices, dried fruits),
handicrafts  (carpet weaving, Kkilim
weaving), financial services (Sarrafi —
money exchange), and public places
(teahouses, bathhouses). This functional
diversity transformed the bazaar into a
multifunctional and sustainable urban
space. However, the developments of the
second Pahlavi era and the implementation
of modern urban plans (such as the
construction of straight and wide streets)
dealt an irreparable blow to the integrated
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fabric of the bazaar. These interventions
led to the separation and detachment of
important parts of its central core and
weakened its organic connection with the
surrounding  context. Consequently,
although the Birjand Bazaar continues its
existence, this existence is accompanied by
a wounded body and a fragmented
structure.  Detached  sections, the
destruction of some historical spaces,
incompatible land-use changes, and a
relative decline in economic prosperity are
among the challenges facing this valuable
heritage.

Conclusion

The historic Birjand Bazaar, as a cultural-
historical and social asset, is the identity
document of the city. The results of this
research demonstrate that this bazaar
formed gradually under the influence of
multiple factors starting from the Safavid
era and reached its peak of physical-
functional integration and evolution by the
Qajar era. Its linear structure, diversity of
architectural spaces, and richness of
economic activities were among its
prominent characteristics during its
flourishing period. Unfortunately, the rapid
urban transformations in recent decades
have compromised the integrity of this
complex, confronting it with the serious
risks of decay, marginalization, and the
loss of its socio-economic essence. The
preservation and revitalization of this
precious heritage are only possible through
a proper understanding of its historical
evolution, recognition of its physical
structure, and its inherent values. It is
essential to formulate a comprehensive
plan based on genuine historical and
architectural studies. Such a plan should
prevent  further  destruction  while
organizing the existing spaces, reviving
compatible uses, and strengthening the
bazaar's connection with contemporary
urban life. This will not only lead to the
preservation of a historical monument but
also to the economic and social vitality of
Birjand's central urban fabric.
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