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Abstract
In the early 20th century, Iran entered a period of development in all
areas, especially in the economy. The rapid establishment of factories
led to significant changes in urban spaces and had many consequences.
One of the industries that received attention and was a symbol of
progress for the Pahlavi government (1921-1941) was the sugar
industry, which broke free from Russia's monopoly through relentless
efforts. Among them, the Abkooh Sugar Factory, as the largest
industrial unit, was established in Mashhad and had a significant impact
on its surrounding geography. The aim of this research is not to
examine the economic history of the Abkooh Sugar Factory. This
article, using documentary and library sources and historical research
methods, seeks to highlight the role of this factory in the development
in the first 20 years of its establishment in the city of Mashhad, and to
assess the primary and secondary outcomes of founding this industrial
unit. In the first step, the Abkooh Sugar Factory, by producing
maximum sugar and its by-products, heavily restricted sugar imports
into the country, ensured production growth and independence,
facilitated road construction, and created urban security. On the other
hand, in the long run, it exacerbated the issue of water scarcity in the
Khorasan region, ultimately leading the mentioned industrial unit to
further pollute the environment.
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Introduction

During the Qajar era, Iran faced
significant challenges in both domestic
and foreign politics, including the
failure to establish sugar factories. The
lack of progress led to a drastic response
during the reign of Reza Shah, the
founder of the Pahlavi government.
The new government prioritized
addressing past shortcomings, with the
reopening and establishment of sugar
factories symbolizing independence
and self-sufficiency for Iranians. The
first Pahlavi government mandated the
completion of previously abandoned
projects, setting Iran on a path of
economic  development with the
assistance of various companies and
governments. Unfortunately, Persian
literature has largely overlooked the
history of sugar factory emergence,
failing to capture the full scope of its
impacts.

Materials / Methods

This article examines the establishment,
operations, and repercussions of the
Abkooh sugar factory in the early 20th
century, utilizing documents from the
Astan gods Razavi Archive Center. The
author aims to highlight the profound
economic and social effects of the
Abkooh sugar factory on Mashhad
during its early years, drawing from the
archival materials.

Discussion and Findings

The establishment of the Abkooh sugar
factory initially led to improved
infrastructure in Mashhad, as roads and
bridges were upgraded to facilitate the
transport of beets and coal for the
factory. Utilization of resources from
Khorasan state provided a modest
increase in employment opportunities,
with coal from the Gol Torbet Jam
spring mine allocated for the factory's

needs. The surge in sugar production at
Abkooh set a precedent for other
factories in Iran, generating revenue
from by-products. However, the
factory's prosperity also attracted
criminal elements, resulting in security
concerns along the transportation
routes, as evidenced in the historical
records.

Conclusions

The establishment of the Kandaabkoh
sugar  factory had long-term
consequences, with the most significant
negative impact being the pollution of
the environment and the onset of water
stress in the area, which persists to this
day. The contamination of the Kashf
River by factory sewage and the drilling
of numerous deep wells exacerbated the
issue. Ultimately, the production of
beetroot in  Khorasan province
transformed the water shortage problem
into a crisis. The founders of the
Abkooh factory, despite their good
intentions, failed to address these
challenges due to a lack of long-term
vision and comprehensive planning that
considered Iran's bio-ecological issues.
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