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Abstract

Understanding the concept of space in the architecture of shrines requires
understanding the meaning of space through multi-sensory perception.
Therefore, this article seeks to explain the process of multi-sensory perception
in the experience of pilgrimage and to answer the question "How is the
understanding of space in places of pilgrimage?”, it is a combination of
fundamental and exploratory research, which was carried out qualitatively in
two stages of theoretical and practical exploration. First, it collected library
information in a descriptive-analytical way, and then continued in an
exploratory way, with a phenomenological method, through a semi-structured
interview of the pilgrims of Hazrat Reza's shrine with three central questions,
until reaching theoretical saturation with snowball sampling. The
interpretation of the text of the interviews was carried out by the Van Menen
method with the three-stage Creswell coding pattern in an open, central and
selective manner. In this way, the experience of pilgrimage is more emotional
and it is only in the performance of rituals that meanings are placed on
symbolic levels. Also, in the initial experiences, the visual senses alone are
not enough, and other senses such as hearing or touch must help it; Unless a
person with the mental schema of his past or others, can reach a meaning of
the emotional level only with the help of the senses. In the meantime, the sense
of touch as the most used senses in the sensory perceptions of pilgrimage after
the ability to see and move is very effective and should be paid attention to.
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Introduction

Understanding the concept of space in the
architecture  of  shrines  requires
understanding and understanding the
meaning of space through multisensory
perception (Merleau-Ponty, 1965:143).
Therefore, in order to provide a context for
knowing the mechanism of multi-sensory
perception and lived experience resulting
from religious lifestyle, this article seeks to
explain the process of cognition in the
experience of pilgrimage; In this way, it is
possible to answer the question that "How
is the understanding of space in places of
pilgrimage done?".

Materials/ Methods

The writing is a combination of basic and
exploratory research, which was carried
out qualitatively in two stages of
theoretical and practical research. First, he
collected library information in a
descriptive-analytical way, and then in an
exploratory practical study, with a
phenomenological method, through a
semi-structured interview of the pilgrims
of Hazrat Reza's shrine with three central
questions, until theoretical saturation was
reached, by 12 people with snowball
sampling. continued. The analysis of the
text of the interviews was carried out by
Van Menen's method with Creswell's
three-step coding model in an open, central
and selective (non-linear) way.

Discussion and Findings
The lived experience of the pilgrims was
determined by 8 main themes, including

holiness, intercession, humility and
submissiveness, seeking intercession,
prayers, affection, peace, and ritual

etiquette. The first two (holiness and
intercession) are related to the pilgrim, and
the other categories are related to the
pilgrim. The way in which the pilgrims
perceive the multisensory aspects of the
three-stage process of feeling, perception,
and cognition can be explained as follows:
1) In the feeling stage, after seeing and the
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ability to move, the most used senses are
touch, and the surfaces touched by the
pilgrims can also be investigated in
subsequent studies. The studies conducted
show that the only place where seeing
alone creates a concept on an emotional
level is seeing the Golden Dome, and that
Is not in the first stage, but after the pilgrim
has experienced the concept of the Imam's
awareness of the pilgrim based on the
symbolic meaning of the dome (the symbol
of the Imam).

2) With each mental schema that a pilgrim
begins to experience, he creates a series of
new meanings and achieves a new
awareness. However, if he makes a
pilgrimage only by relying on that pure
experience in his or others' past pilgrimage
as a mental schema, what is achieved will
only be the implementation of the rituals of
pilgrimage. In this regard, the meanings
created from the instrumental, symbolic
and symbolic levels and will never reach
the experience of meanings from the
emotional level. It is worth noting that,
given the importance of the pilgrims'
mental schemas in creating meanings, the
pilgrim's religious knowledge (type of
religiosity) and lived experiences as two
important components can be the subject of
discussion in future research.

3) The production of meaning and concept
at the level of cognition depends on the
mental schema at the level of perception;
therefore, from a common external
stimulus at the level of feeling, different
types of perception can be obtained, each
of which leads to different cognition.
Therefore, what emerges from examining
the pilgrimage experience is mostly
emotional in nature, and it is only in the
performance of the rituals that meanings
are placed on symbolic levels, whether the
pilgrim performs the rituals based on his or
her lived experience or by convention.

Conclusions

The process of understanding includes
three stages of feeling, perception and
cognition, the first stage is achieved by the
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five senses and displacement, the second
stage by mental schemas and the stage of
cognition by the level of meanings. The
pilgrimage experience is more emotional
and can be transformed from performing
the rituals of pilgrimage (the objective
dimension of pilgrimage) that take on
meanings in appearance to an experience of
concept and meaning (the mental
dimension of pilgrimage), and this only
goes back to the mental schemas of the
pilgrim. Also, in emotional experiences
(meanings with an emotional level), the
role of sensory perceptions (at the level of
feeling) is prominent. Thus, firstly, in a
single-stage experience, the visual senses
alone are not enough. If a person with a
mental schema of a symbolic meaning in
his or others' past experience (as a higher
stage), reaches a meaning on an emotional
level only with the help of vision.

Karimipour et al., (2024)
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