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Abstract

During the Safavid period, Western culture infiltrated the traditional world of
Iranians. The development of relations between Iran and France, changes in power
structures, diverse tendencies, nationalistic and militaristic inclinations of Reza
Shah, and so on, led to significant transformations in the social sphere of that era.
These changes also influenced the architectural realm of homes. The aim of this
research is to understand the physical structure of homes in Khorasan during the
transitional period (late Qajar period and early Pahlavi period); this understanding
focuses on the mass-space system. The main research question is: what are the
architectural characteristics of Khorasan homes (from the perspective of the mass-
space system) during the transitional period? This research is exploratory and has
been conducted using both historical and descriptive-analytical methods. Data has
been gathered through documentary and field methods. Among over 200
identified historical homes in Khorasan provinces, 35 significant homes in
Mashhad, Firuzeh, Neyshabur, Sabzevar, Torbat-e Heydarieh, Boshrooyeh,
Ferdows, and Birjand have been selected as exemplary samples. All samples
belong to the late Qajar and early Pahlavi periods. The research results indicate
that Khorasan homes during the transitional period had an inward-leaning
tendency with low density, limited entrances, and indirect access to the house
courtyard. Although the political, social, and cultural events of that era led to
transformations in lifestyle, they did not have much impact on the architectural
structure of homes in the eastern regions of the country. Perhaps the factors of
religion and distance from the capital kept the architectural structure of homes
immune to the deliberate societal changes that were taking place on a national
level.
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Introduction

Following the historical events of the Safavid
period, Western culture infiltrated the
traditional world of Iranians. With the
development of relations between Iran and
Europe during the Qajar era, this process
accelerated dramatically. The shift in power
structure from Qajar to Pahlavi and the
innovative ideas of Reza Shah were the main
factors that hastened the departure from the
traditional world without proper preparation
for entering the modern world. Political, social,
and cultural changes gradually manifested in
lifestyle and architecture, with houses in
Khorasan and eastern regions of the country
undergoing transformations less frequently and
later than houses in Tehran. The main goal of
this research is to understand the architecture
of houses in Khorasan during the transitional
period. This understanding focuses on the
mass-space system. The main research
question is: What were the physical
characteristics of houses in Khorasan (from the
perspective of the mass-space system) during
the transitional period?

Materials and Methods

The present study is of an exploratory nature,
and mass-space system, number of floors,
types of spaces (open, closed, semi-open), and
the number and type of house entrances have
been selected as the study indicators. The
research has been conducted using a historical
and descriptive-analytical method. Data
collection was done through documentary and
field research methods. The research
timeframe includes the third period of Qajar
rule, from 1260 to 1304 AH (1344-1298 AD),
and the rule of the first Pahlavi, from 1304 to
1320 AH. The geographical scope of this
research encompasses the Khorasan region
(including the three provinces of North
Khorasan, Razavi Khorasan, and South
Khorasan). Out of over 200 historical houses
identified in the defined area, 35 significant
houses have been purposively and non-
randomly selected as samples based on the
researcher's judgment. The samples include:

Qajar Period Houses:

- Bushrooyeh: Shirzadi, Akbari, and Khavari
houses

- Birjand: Hadavi, Adhami, and Pardeli houses
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- Torbate Heydariyeh: Amini and Hajj Raeis
houses

- Sabzevar: Hajazi, Khanom Kian, and Sedaedi
houses

- Ferdows: Rasaei, Majd al-Ashraf, and Rahi
houses

- Mashhad: Ghafoori, Amiri, Davoodi, and
Kermani houses

- Nishapur: Vakili and Eidyani houses

Pahlavi Era Houses:

- Bushrooyeh: Zolghaeei and Ashianpour
houses

- Birjand: Etemadi-Nia house

- Sabzevar: Torsheizi, Olya (Afchangi), and
Parsi houses

- Mashhad: Barati, Tamadoni,
Mojtehdezadeh, and Majidian houses
- Nishapur: Amin al-Islami and Qorishi houses
- Firuzeh: Yasamani and Martyr Motahari
houses

Rajaei,

Discussion and Findings:

The findings indicate that houses during the
transitional period are mostly two-story and
exhibit a significant variety in terms of mass-
space organization. Most houses have levels of
introverted order, while Pahlavi era houses
tend to lean towards extroversion to some
extent. In all examined samples, there are
enclosed and open spaces (courtyards). Most
houses have one entrance door, and in some
cases, two entrances. In most cases, the house
entrance is indirectly connected to the
courtyard, indicating an introverted pattern.

Conclusion

The research findings indicate that although the
political, social, and cultural changes during
the transition period have led to
transformations in the way of life of the people
in the eastern regions of the country, they have
not caused significant changes in the
architecture of their homes. One of the most
important social changes of that time, which
occurred at the societal level and in the way of
life of the people, was the unveiling of the veil,
which did not manifest in the mass-space
system of the houses in the eastern regions. In
other words, the introverted houses of the Qajar
period, while preserving the mass-space
system, emphasized their physical privacy and
introversion. Despite the changes in lifestyle
and the redefinition of public and private

Journal of
Greater Khorasan

Vol. 15, No. 56, 2024
30



Journal of
Greater Khorasan

Vol. 15, No. 56, 2024
31

Architectural Characteristics of Khorasan...

spaces, the entrances of the houses did not
undergo fundamental changes. In fact, the
entrances of Qajar houses, which had a
hierarchical system and a specific spatial
system to reach the courtyard, also somewhat
preserved their spatial organization in the
Pahlavi period. The lack of change shows that
the element of privacy in the entrances of these
regions' houses has always been considered an
important element. Another social change that
fundamentally should have led to changes in
architectural form was the emergence of new
social classes. The present study shows that the
houses of the Qajar and Pahlavi periods
generally had a similar spatial organization. In
other words, the structure of the house does not
reflect much of the social class of its owner.
Overall, it seems that the presence of a
religious element in the dominant culture and
way of life of the people of Khorasan
practically prevented the architectural form of
the houses from major social changes (which
were emerging at the national level). Being far
from the capital may also be another reason for
this. Studying these factors can be suggested
for future research.
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