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Abstract

Religious sites are a manifestation of the cultural values and principles of
aesthetics of any geographical area. In this study, focusing on Greater
Khorasan, an effort has been made to not only introduce the shrine
mosques of this region but also to gain an understanding of the conceptual
developments in this architecture and its spatial construction. The research
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Khorasan method in this article is based on interpretive-historical methods and
Citation analysis of case studies, with information gathered through library-
Zainalian, Maryam; document studies and field observations. This research aims to answer the
Vasigh, Behzad and  question of what concepts the physical transformations of these structures
Mazhary, Mohammad  reflect. To answer this question, various variables such as location,
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geometry and layout, ancillary spaces, boundaries between inside and
outside, placement, levels, number of entrances, visibility of the building
from outside, geometric facade arrangement, minaret placement, emphasis
on vertical axis, expression of horizontal axis, dome shape, type and facade
of decorative elements in the buildings have been explored. The research
findings indicate that a valuable variety of geometric patterns have been
used in the construction of these buildings, however, adherence to
principles such as hierarchical access and spatial boundaries, volumetric
organization, building facade and the adaptation of the four-iwan pattern,
signify the continuity of a tradition in the architecture of these structures
in Greater Khorasan.
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Introduction

Iranian architecture is definable due to the
physical spatial coherence between its
various functions. In other words, despite
religious and political transformations,
some parts of architectural elements have
been repeated or combined with the trend
of changes in other parts of the world
(Askarizad, He, Ardejani: 2022). One of
these uses is the mausoleum, whose history
can be traced back to the pre-Aryan era
(Ghorbani, Sadeghi, Hashemi, Zarrajabad:
2014). Greater Khorasan, with its cultural
features and geographical diversity, plays a
significant role in shaping Iranian culture,
making the study of the evolution of
architectural spatial structures in this
geography noteworthy. This study aims to
describe the mausoleum-mosques and
trace the evolution of this usage. The main
question of the research is what concepts
do the architectural developments in
different regions of Greater Khorasan
represent?

Materials and Methods

This research focuses on the interpretation-
historical method to describe the structures
of Greater Khorasan. The information has
been obtained based on library-
documentary =~ methods and  field
observations. To compare the
architectural-spatial aspects of these
structures, factors such as: location,
building geometry, ancillary spaces,
boundaries between inside and outside of
the tomb, burial location, burial level, tomb
orientation towards the gibla, number of
entrances, presence of a view from inside
the tomb to the outside, facade
architectural arrangement, location of the
dome, emphasis on the vertical axis,
expression of the horizontal axis, dome
shape, types of decorations, and the
construction of decorations have been
examined. The samples under study are
part of the large number of tombs, and the
structures have been selected based on
visual documents and their placement in
files of organizations such as UNESCO,

Zainalian at al., (2024)

Aga Khan Foundation, and other reputable
centers.

Discussion and Findings

The Gonbad-e Qabus is a dominant
element of architecture in Greater
Khorasan across the river and with its
proximity to present-day Iran, the Narin
dome becomes prevalent. Raising the
tombstone higher than ground level is a
sign of greater respect for the deceased,
which is a limited subject due to the
number of them and in most cases,
tombstones are at ground level. In some
cases, such as during the Timurid period,
the tomb's location is lower than ground
level. The general shape of the tombs is
square; however, a variety of different
layouts are seen including square,
octagonal, and earring-shaped. In the 7th
and 8th centuries, some structures with
octagonal layouts can be observed. The
attempt to diversify the original tomb
layouts is made during this period, and
afterwards, the square geometry becomes
dominant again. It is during these two
centuries that the creation of prayer halls,
mosques, pilgrimage sites, and spaces for
reciting the Quran is emphasized, where
the focus of the pilgrim should only be on
prayer and seeking intercession for the
deceased.

During the 8th-12th centuries, the element
of the cloister, hospice, and similar
structures are established alongside the
tombs. Regardless of the status and
personality of the deceased, whether they
were Sufi elders, the prevalence of
mystical traditions during this period, or
the level of connection of the rulers to the
Sufi movement can be observed in these
additional structures attached to the tomb.
Emphasis on the vertical axis is evident
through the creation of spacious iwans,
enlargement of the dome, creation of
double elements like grilles and lattices, or
minarets and lofty finials, which are
expressions of both governmental power
and honoring the deceased. The Timurid
period focused on highlighting the vertical
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axis. Therefore, the tombs not only
reflected a universal perspective but also
conveyed an understanding of the political
views of the dynasties.

Conclusion

In general, tombs are located either
individually or alongside buildings such as
mosques and shrines, or mausoleums, and
sometimes in caravanserais and hospices.
The architecture of these buildings follows
five main shapes: circular, square,
octagonal, and twelve-sided, with the
complete mastery of the square shape
indicating ancient architectural influences.
The boundary between the interior and
exterior, along with the formation of the
horizontal axis, highlights the importance
of the deceased. As the importance
increases, access to the tomb becomes
more complex by creating a central
courtyard, annex spaces, breaks in the
horizontal axis, staircases, vestibules, and
porticos. Sometimes, the importance is
emphasized by creating a vertical axis. The
vertical elevation of the building or
emphasis on the vertical axis, such as roof
domes, can be understood through this
point. In some cases, tombs are placed
lower than ground level to allow pilgrims
to take a longer journey. The arrangement,
level of decoration, facade, and type of
decorations also reflect the individual's
status. Tombs from the fourth century are
built based on the square pattern. These
tombs have a simple layout, providing
quick access to the tomb. Tombs from the
fifth century are also based on the square
pattern, but decorations are overlooked,
and instead, the height of the building is
increased.

The transition from the Samanid to the
Ghaznavid dynasty, along with the shift
away from religious tolerance, influenced
art and architecture, emphasizing power
and grandeur in buildings, reducing the
artistic aspects of brick arrays. With the
dominance of the Seljuks and Timurids,
tribal elements emerge in architecture to
the extent that building side structures such

Zainalian et al., (2024)

as shrines, mosques, guesthouses, etc.,
become more common. The consolidation
of tombs in one building is another
characteristic of this period. The
architecture of tombs after this period
generally follows the Timurid style and
lacks innovation in later periods, except for
decorations. The ribbed dome from the
tenth century onwards surpasses the roof
domes in terms of number, indicating the
connection of this architecture to central
plateau architecture. Additionally, the
increase in height only occurs in the dome,
while other parts of the building are
constructed at a lower height compared to
similar examples from previous eras.
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