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Abstract

The issue of bread and its shortage is one of the main factors of unrest
during the Naseri and Mozaffari eras. Mashhad is one of the cities where
bread riots occurred twice (in 1942 and 1945). This study focuses on a
poetic manuscript about the bread crisis in Mashhad called "The Uprising
of the People and the Honor of Modesty" (1942). Initially, the history of
the bread crisis during the Qajar period is examined, followed by an
analysis of the content of the manuscript, critiqgue, and necessary
explanations based on other sources. This research includes three main
questions: the manuscript characteristics of the work in question, the most
influential factors on bread riots during the Qajar period, and the
informational value of the introduced manuscript. The research method
involves library research, and the manuscript is reviewed for its manuscript
characteristics and manuscript studies. The research findings indicate that
this manuscript is the only poetic manuscript about bread riots in Iran.
Some of the information it contains about the bread crisis in Mashhad is
not found in other sources of this period and includes new information
about the formation and spread of protests, the instigators, and the
outcomes, making it possible to better analyze the different aspects of this
event.
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Introduction

In ancient times, bread was the main food of
the people of Iran, and the protest against the
lack of bread was one of the most important
grounds for expressing the dissatisfaction of
the people during the Naseri and Mozaffari
periods. It seems that people used this
opportunity to express their dissatisfaction and
voice their public demands, especially for
women, who provided a suitable platform for
their active presence in society. During the
Qajar period, protests occurred twice in
Mashhad between 1321 and 1324, during the
reign of Nir al-Dawla and Abdul-Wahhab
Khan Asif al-Dawla, due to famine and bread
shortages, which had almost the same nature
and led to similar results. Previous research
history shows that no independent research has
been done in the form of a book or article on
this subject. Articles written about bread riots
in Iran have almost reached similar results
regarding the causes and factors of these riots
and their outcomes.

Materials and Methods

The stone lithograph version introduced is
titled "The Uprising of the People and the
Honor of Modesty," registered as number
53660 in the center of handwritten manuscripts
at the Holy Shrine. The length of the version is
10 cm and the width is 7 cm, and the script is
medium Nastalig. The version consists of 16
pages and each page has 16 lines (the first page
has 12 lines due to the start of the version and
the inclusion of its name, page 6 has 7 lines due
to the painting, and page 7 also has 8 lines due
to the painting). In total, this versified version
consists of 207 verses. The poems in this
version are not uniform, some are weak, and
some verses are more stable. The author of this
version is not clear, but it is evident from the
content and details of the text that the person
was aware of the subject. The writer shows no
bias in the text and somewhat conservatively
refers to the content and tries to address the
event impartially. Overall, it is accompanied by
protests, although it also criticizes some of the
actions of the protesters.

Discussions and Findings

Reviewing the content of the booklet under
review shows that this dissertation is the only
independent source on the Nain uprising,
especially in a systematic form, during the

Qajar  period, which was  written
simultaneously with the event. Despite the
unknown author, it appears that they had an
impartial view on the issue and tried to simply
address the uprising, refraining from insults
and the use of offensive language, except for
two instances. Considering the style of the
poems and comparing them with the book
"History of the Revolution of Khorasan" by
Tajalli Sabzavari, it may seem that he is the
author of this book, although his name is not
mentioned among his works.

Conclusion

From reviewing the content of the book in
comparison with the data mentioned in the
sources of the same period, it seems that the
author has accurate details and has refrained
from exaggeration or falsehood. The
information in the book, such as the clashes
with women, bakers, and the leaders of the
protesters, is new, and in other cases, such as
relations with the consulate, negotiations
among those involved in the uprising, the
attack on the house of Na'ib Ali Akbar Hosseini
and Nagib al-Ashraf, and its reasons, are
complementary. However, the author briefly
addressed the event while he could have
provided more information, such as the arrest
of the chief merchants and deputy merchants
for hoarding wheat, determining the role of
supervisors in monitoring the bakers' work and
distribution, in his book. Overall, the Nain
uprising in Mashhad is a continuation of other
protests related to bread in Iran, and most of its
components, such as the way it started,
managing the confrontation with protesters, the
fate of the ruler, and the different classes
involved in the uprising, are common, although
peripheral motivations such as conflicts
between rulers and princes, local disputes, and
geographical conditions are different.
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Picture 2: picture of bakers fighting with women (version number 50480, Astan Quds Manuscript Center, page 6)
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Picture number 3: Picture of Naib Ali Akbar Hosni's conflict with women (copy number 53660 of Astan Quds Manuscript
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