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Abstract

During the Qajar period, the region of Qainat had various tribes and
nomadic groups that played significant military and economic roles. These
tribes were not very populous or large, with the only prominent tribe being
the Bahluli tribe scattered across a vast area from Nehbandan to Bakhtiar.
Like other residents of the region, the tribes of Qainat paid multiple taxes.
The amount of these taxes, the method of determination, and collection
have not been researched yet. Therefore, in this current study, an attempt
has been made to investigate various taxes of the Qainat tribes, their
determination methods, and the problems of collecting each of them based
on sources and documents from the Astan Quds Razavi Archives, the
National Documents Organization, and library studies using a descriptive-
analytical method. This research showed that the amount of taxes paid by
the Qainat tribes varied according to their population, with the Bahluli
tribe paying the most taxes. Some tribes, such as the Bani Asadi, were
exempt from paying taxes, and taxes were collected either directly or
through intermediaries. In addition to common tax names in other parts of
Iran, in Qainat, taxes called Dasteh-Bili and Astkhane-Puli were collected.
The most significant issue for the Qainat tribes was drought and plundering
by the Baluchis and Afghans, which made them unable to pay taxes and
forced them to flee.
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Introduction

During the Qajar period, the region of Qainat
had multiple tribes, which were significant in
terms of population composition. These tribes
were divided into three groups based on their
racial origin, language, and common ancestry:
Arab, Persian, and Baloch. The Arab tribes
included Khuzaima, Khaza'i, Shaibani, Zangui,
Saeedali, Fallahi, Anani, Buyabadi, Bani
Asadi, Nakh'i, Taheri, Salar, Ameri, Ramzani,
and Khangari. The Persian-speaking tribes,
also known as Tajiks, included Bahouli,
Shahriari, Balforush, Delakeh, Ramzani,
Eyoubi, Darki, Magami, Ardoyi, Tozi, Kelaji,
and Alouli. The Baloch tribes included
Nehatani, Barahui, Barani, Dehmarad, Shibak,
Barani, and Sarani. This research aims to
demonstrate what kind of taxes were collected
from the tribes of Qainat during the Qajar and
Pahlavi periods. How were taxes collected
from the tribes and nomads of Qainat? What
role did taxes from tribes and nomads play in
the local government's revenues in Qainat?

Materials and Methods

Since the research topic is historical and the
relevant information is collected from
documents and sources, the method of
gathering information is based on library
studies, with most documents coming from the
Central Archives of Astan Quds Razavi. After
classifying the documents and records in a
descriptive-analytical manner, a clear picture
of the taxes of the tribes and their problems in
the Qainat region is presented.

Discussion and Findings

One of the important sources of income for the
government during the Qajar period was the
taxation of tribes and nomads. Instead of land,
tribes paid taxes on sheep and domestic
animals, which were called "badly taxes" in the
Qajar era. The most important tax of the tribes
in the Qajar period was the "Sargaleh" tax,
which was collected from the livestock. Even
if a sheep died, sometimes the tax authorities
would request the Sargaleh tax; a tradition
known as "bone money" in the Qajar era. To

receive this tax, all the sheep had to be counted,
a process that was only done with the
permission of the state authorities and in the
presence of tribal leaders, and the accounts
were written down. The Bahouli tribe had a
total of 86,254 sheep, of which only 41,561
were subject to taxation. The tribes had good
military power and capabilities. Some of them
were obligated to provide military services
instead of paying land taxes. Others paid a tax
called "household tax"; a tax that became
common in the Qajar era after the
Constitutional Revolution. The tribal leaders
would divide the total amount of this tax
among the residents. In some regions of the
Qajar territories such as Herdang and
Nahbandan, the household tax was referred to
as "Dasteh-Bili". The Nakhai Khosf tribe was
exempt from paying this tax.

The regions of Mohammadabad at the end of
the Tounak and Khor between Qajar and Tabas
had specific tax laws. Tounak and Tabas paid
the "badly tax™ and Qajar paid the "land tax".
In Shiban, the Zangoui tribe paid taxes to the
Tabas governor, and the Nakhai tribe paid
taxes to the Qajar governor. This means that
one region paid two types of taxes. Some
taxpayers, due to unforeseeable difficulties
such as drought and livestock raiding, could
not afford to pay the taxes, but tax officials still
collected taxes from deceased livestock; a tax
known as "bone money". The settlement of
nomads during the reign of Reza Shah had
positive consequences for the tribes, as the
tribes that were settled were exempted from
paying the Sargaleh tax according to the law.
However, this law was abused by corrupt tax
officials. Mansouri, a tax official, engaged in
bribery by interpreting this law, which led to
protests from tribal leaders. Bribery among tax
officials was common. However, some of them
were severely punished.

The difference in operation was one of the
topics related to taxes, and it was not a new tax,
but rather the annual increase in taxes that was
recorded in tax offices under a column called
"difference in operation" to reduce the cost of
annual enumeration. According to the balance
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of remaining revenues and expenditures, the
amount of tax surplus, which was added by the
authorities and officials, could be identified.
After the establishment of the Constitutional
Monarchy, the difference in operation was
eliminated. According to English reports, the
tax on tribes in Qainat was 1450 Tomans and
Dushahi. This figure indicates the economic
status of tribes in the Qainat region. The tax
was collected from 24 tribes. However, some
tribes, like the Bani Asadi, were exempt from
paying it for religious reasons. Taxes on tribes
in Qainat were either collected directly by tax
officials or given to the chiefs of tribes in a
fixed amount. The lack of cooperation of tribes
with tax officials led the tax administration to
delegate it in the form of an excise tax to the
village headmen. In this case, only the chiefs of
tribes were accountable to the tax officials. The
geographical dispersion of tribes was another
reason for delegating taxes in the form of an
excise tax.

Conclusion

Due to its geographical location, Qainat
provided a suitable environment for animal
husbandry, but most sparsely populated tribes
resided in this area. Tribes that were subject to
paying various taxes. Taxes were collected
from shepherds for their sheep or cattle. Some
tribes, like the Bani Asadi, were exempt from
paying it. The tax on livestock was based on
counting the herds and sometimes based on the
difference in operation, a method that was
discontinued  after the  Constitutional
Revolution. The rulers of Qainat generally
collected taxes on live animals, but in some
areas like Tun and Tabas, taxes were collected
based on previous statistics, which were called
bone money. The tax on livestock was
discontinued with the settlement of tribes, but
in some areas such as Darimian, it was abused
by tax officials. Household tax was another tax
collected from tribal individuals and settled
individuals in Qainat, a tax that became
customary after the Constitutional Revolution,
as with the establishment of military
organization and security, there was no need

for tribal military services. In some areas of
Qainat, such as Herdang and Nehbandan,
household taxes were called batch taxes. The
secure way to prevent abuse by officials was to
delegate it to the village headmen. This method
was only reported for the large Behluli tribe.
Due to drought and invasions by Baluch and
Afghan tribes, the tribes of Qainat had many
difficulties in paying taxes. Some of the
tribesmen were unable to pay taxes, and the
local government was often their defender
against the harsh tax laws.
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