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Abstract

Documents, as one of the most important research sources, hold significant
importance and value in the studies of a historical period and in some cases
are the only evidence of the changes and developments within a human
society. The aim of this research is to present new topics in the field of
structural analysis of military booklets during the Qajar period, which have
been arranged based on various geographical areas, including the
Khorasan province. The present study is an analytical archival research
that aims to answer the research questions by posing a problem related to
the types of military booklets, their content, and organization methods
through the examination of ten thousand pages of military documents from
the Central Documents of Astan Quds Razavi covering the period of 1268-
1292 AH. The research background shows that no research has been
conducted in this regard so far. The significance of these booklets lies in
the fact that by examining them, comprehensive and novel information
regarding the administrative system and military organizations of Iran
during the Qajar period can be obtained. The findings indicate that military
booklets during the Qajar period included various types such as
instructional booklets, payment booklets, income and expenditure
statements, regulations and instructions, provincial accounts, personnel
lists, and classifications, which were prepared based on administrative
principles and writing styles of the time.
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Introduction

Historical documents hold great value
in the research of a particular historical
period, often serving as the only
evidence of the changes and
transformations  within a  human
society. The importance of historical
documents in research cannot be
overstated, as citing them lends
credibility to historical  studies.
Document centers play a vital role as
the primary reference for preserving
and maintaining  these  valuable
documents, further enhancing their
credibility.

The superiority of historical documents
over other historical sources lies in their
originality and existential value. Each
page of these documents reflects the
real time and events, establishing a
direct relationship between cause and
effect. They serve as a reliable means
for  understanding  history  and
recognizing societal developments
across various aspects such as social,
economic, political, administrative,
cultural, and military realms.

This research aims to introduce new
topics in the field of structural and
content-related military documents of
the Qajar period.

Materials / Methods

The current study is an analytical
archival review of ten thousand pages
of military documents from the Astan
Quds Razavi Archives Center. These
documents span the years 1268-1292
and cover various geographical areas,
including the Khorasan province. The
research aims to analyze the structure of
the documents in this collection from

both a documentology and information
content standpoint.

Regarding documentology structure,
the study provides details on the paper
type, size, font, and production
methods, as well as the document types,
extraction, classification, appearance
specifications, and formatting. In terms
of content structure, information on
Khorasani cavalry and infantry forces,
clan names, extraction methods, and
document concepts are explored. A
sample image of the booklets is
included to help readers understand the
content better.

The primary source of these documents
Is attributed to Mirza Taghi Ziaul-Molk,
Lashkar-Navisbashi of  Azerbaijan,
acquired by the Astan Quds Razavi
Document Center in 1386 Shamsi from
Naseruddin Hassanzadeh. Each
document citation includes a property
number, page number, and abbreviation
(Sakmaq) representing the
organization. The documents, mostly in
booklet form, were written by Divani
scribes in the Divankhane style. They
are presented in a modern prose style,
with information extracted for context
writing purposes.

Discussion and Findings
The research findings indicate that
military booklets from the Qajar period

were diverse, including instruction
manuals, obligatory payment
documents, financial statements,
justifications and regulations,

provincial reports, lists of individuals
and classifications. These booklets
were prepared using the principles of
Diwani and a specific writing style.
Each type of booklet had its own unique
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etiquette and  writing  method,
distinguishing them from one another.
The study first identifies the various
types of military documents before
explaining the process of creating each
one.

Regarding the content of the
information, it was discovered that the
Khorasan Cavalry was the most
formidable and organized among all
cavalry units in the country, consisting
of 65 units comprised of Khorasan
clans. The Khorasan infantry regiments,
including the Qarai, Qaynat, and
Tarshizi regiments, had a total of 800 to
1000 soldiers and 21 smaller infantry
divisions.

Conclusions

Given the significance of manuscripts
and documents in historical research,
citing them adds credibility to the study.
This article aims to pinpoint the
whereabouts of military documents and
their significant role in contemporary
historiography, particularly in the
military sector, which has received
limited attention thus far. The findings
of this study can serve as a valuable
foundation for future research projects
on Iran's military status during the Qajar
era. Moreover, the growing interest
among document researchers in
exploring these topics for deeper
understanding and analysis underscores
the importance of this research
endeavor.
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