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Abstract

From the beginning of the formation of the shrine of Imam Reza, one of the most
important matters related to the shrine has been to provide light and illumination. Due
to the sanctity and importance of the sanctuary, those in power, the trustees and the
admirers of the Ahl al-Bayt always paid special attention to the lighting fictures of the
sanctuary. Accordingly, throughout the history of the formation of the shrine, with the
advances that took place in the way of providing lighting, the lighting equipment of
the shrine also changed. One of the most important of these changes was the
replacement of conventional light sources with electricity. Electric lamps were first
produced for Astan Quds Razavi from Europe during the reign of Muzaffar al-Din
Shah. The use of electricity in providing lighting for the shrine was so useful that
numerous objections could never create a serious obstacle to the use of electricity.
Therefore, the custodians of the shrine in different periods tried to strengthen the
electricity and its equipments of the shrine as much as possible. This process increased
significantly in the Pahlavi period due to the development of the shrine and the need
to provide more light sources. The present study, using historical sources and

documents, intends to answer the main question, what was the historical course of the
formation of the Astan Quds Razavi electric lamp factory? The purpose of this
research is to study the process of establishing an electric lamp factory and its effects
on the management of the shrine and improving the level of services to pilgrims. The
findings show that the entry of electric lights into Astan Quds Razavi was
accompanied by various obstacles and reactions. However, despite some obstacles,
with the arrival of electricity to the shrine, new measures were taken to improve the
management of the shrine and provide better services to pilgrims. The research method
in the present study was library and resource matching, especially documentary
sources. In this historical research, after collecting the necessary information,
information has been organized and analyzed.
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Introduction

After the death of Harun al-Rashid, a tomb was
prepared for him, and after the martyrdom of
Imam Reza (PBUH) and his burial next to
Harun's tomb, the Imam's shrine became a
place of pilgrimage for the lovers of the Ahlul
Bayt (PBUH). With the establishment of the
shrine, one of the main concerns in this sacred
place has always been providing lighting and
necessary facilities. From the early centuries to
the Safavid period, there are brief reports on
the lighting of the shrine and its lighting
equipment. With the establishment of the
Safavid dynasty and the formal recognition of
the Shia faith, attention to the shrine and its
urban development became a priority for the
Safavid kings. Therefore, along with the
expansion of the shrine's urban development,
matters related to shrine lighting also received
attention. During the Qajar period, in line with
the modern developments in science and
industry in European countries, lighting
equipment and its resources also underwent
transformations. In these changes, gradually,
newly made lighting fixtures and equipment
made of glass, brass, and crystal replaced the
old lighting equipment. Initially, oil and gas
were used to fuel these lighting fixtures, and
eventually, electricity replaced these sources.
During this period, due to extensive and
continuous communication between Iran and
European countries, gradually, newly made
lighting fixtures and equipment entered Iran.
Mozaffar ad-Din Shah, based on his personal
interests and religious beliefs, paid special
attention to shrine lighting and electricity, to
the extent that during his reign, he dedicated
forty lamps to the Holy Shrine of Imam Reza.
The most important initiative of Mozaffar ad-
Din Shah in relation to shrine lighting was the
establishment of a light bulb factory and
bringing its supplies to the Holy Shrine of
Imam Reza upon his order. The establishment
of the shrine's light bulb factory as the first of
its kind (outside the capital) brought about the
most significant change in the shrine lighting
industry. Based on this, the present research
seeks to answer the following questions: How
was the historical development of the light bulb
factory at the Holy Shrine of Imam Reza? What
were the reactions to the change in lighting
resources of the shrine? What impact did the
change in lighting resources have on providing
better services to pilgrims? To what extent

were the efforts made to develop shrine
lighting successful during this period, and what
obstacles existed in the way of developing
shrine lighting resources?

Materials and Methods

In this research, while examining and studying
historical and library sources, numerous
historical documents related to the Qajar and
Pahlavi periods were studied and analyzed,
with a primary focus on documents and
correspondence.  After examining and
categorizing the documents, the obtained
information was analyzed.

Discussion and Findings

During the Qajar period, in line with
technological advancements, a significant
transformation in the illumination of the shrine
took place. By the order of Mozaffar al-Din
Shah, the electricity lamp factory of the shrine
was purchased and launched on 28 September
1901. Although the establishment of the
electricity lamp factory created a significant
change in providing illumination for the shrine
and consequently provided more comfort for
the pilgrims, some traditional groups in the city
of Mashhad were not inclined to provide
illumination for the shrine through the
electricity lamp factory. However, since
electricity provided better, safer, and more
cost-effective illumination for the shrine, it was
impossible to ignore it. The main problem in
utilizing electricity was that this technology
was considered new and non-native, and the
necessary infrastructure  along  with
experienced and specialized workforce for the
establishment of the electricity lamp factory in
the shrine did not exist. The lack of specialized
workforce led to high equipment depreciation
due to improper use. On the other hand, the
procurement of spare parts and its supply from
abroad, considering the administrative
complexities of that time, made the
management of the electricity lamp factory
more difficult. In the organization of the
illumination of the Holy Shrine of Imam Reza,
due to lack of management, proper actions and
clear needs assessment for illumination were
not carried out. In other words, in the minds of
the custodians of the shrine, there was no bright
horizon for the future needs of the shrine
regarding the provision of new sources of
illumination. During the Pahlavi period, along
with the reform measures taken in the
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organization of the Holy Shrine of Imam Reza,
the situation of shrine illumination also
improved. One of the other effects of the
electricity lamp was a transformation in the
endowment of lighting fixtures. With the
introduction of the electricity lamp factory to
the shrine, the necessary technical tools also
became one of the types of lighting
endowments for the shrine.

Conclusion

Transformation in the lighting of the Holy
Shrine with the establishment of a factory for
electric lights, alongside the use of traditional
lighting fixtures. Opposition expressed by
traditional groups to the launch of the electric
light factory. Lower costs in illuminating the
shrine through the use of electricity and the
realization of the necessity of utilizing as much
electrical power as possible by the custodians
and administrators. Increase in electric
generators and the establishment of a new local
site for the electric power factory of the Holy
Shrine of Imam Reza during the first Pahlavi
era. Transformation in the process of
endowments and lighting endowments, such as
the donation of lamps and electric lights to the
shrine. Improvement in the quality of services
to pilgrims through electrical power, such as
lighting and electric fans for ventilating the
sacred buildings.
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