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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to investigate the cultural factors related to the attitudes
of Afghan immigrants residing in Yazd towards the host community. This study, in
terms of its practical purpose, and in terms of its criteria and scope, has been conducted
using a survey method and a descriptive-explanatory approach. The data was collected
using a researcher-made questionnaire and on a Likert scale, and the population of the
study consisted of Afghan immigrants residing in Yazd, of whom 384 individuals were
selected as samples using the Cochran formula. The samples were selected through a
three-stage cluster sampling method. The findings showed that the attitudes of
immigrants towards the host community were above average and positive. Gender,
marital status, and religion had a significant difference in the attitudes of these
immigrants towards the host community. However, there was no significant difference
between the variables of education, ethnicity, language, occupation, income, and
monthly expenses with the dependent variable. Additionally, age, family size, length
of stay, and three independent variables; expectations of common cultural and
historical aspects of the two nations, immigrant norms about Yazdi citizens, and media
advertising and programs showed a positive and significant correlation with the
attitudes of these immigrants towards the host community. The step-by-step regression
test results also showed that the main variables, family size variable, and length of stay
variable in Yazd city explain about 6% of the variation in the dependent variable. The
results of this research indicate favorable conditions for the integration of these
immigrants and the possibility of increasing the advantages of their presence as well
as enhancing interactions between the two immigrant and host communities.
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Introduction

The presence of Afghan migrants in Iran is an
undeniable reality, a complex phenomenon that
has various impacts and functions. However, the
interactions and relationships between these two
societies - the hosts and the migrants - are often
reported as less than ideal for adaptation and
integration.  This situation worsens the
challenges faced by Afghan migrants and
diminishes the benefits of their presence.
Understanding that attitudes, determinants, and
influencers play a crucial role in shaping
behaviors and decisions, this research aims to
explore the cultural factors that influence the
attitudes of Afghan migrants living in Yazd
towards the host community. Given the lack of
comprehensive scientific studies and research
gaps in this area, it becomes imperative to
conduct research to comprehend the
perspectives and attitudes of Afghan migrants
towards the host community. By identifying the
factors and variables that impact these attitudes,
we can work towards enhancing their
relationships and interactions with the host
community, while also pinpointing any
detrimental or negative factors in these
relationships. Therefore, the primary goal of this
article is to pinpoint the cultural factors that are
linked to the attitudes of Afghan migrants
towards the host community. The central
guestion we seek to answer is: What cultural
factors significantly shape the attitudes of
Afghan migrants towards the host community?

Materials & Methods

This study is characterized by a cross-sectional
timeframe, a comprehensive scope, and a
practical goal. It utilizes a descriptive survey
approach, with theoretical discussions informed
by both library and electronic research. The
target population consists of Afghan migrants
aged 18 and above residing in Yazd. Official
records from the Foreign Nationals Department
of Yazd Province indicate a population of over
100,000 Afghan migrants in the area. Following
the Cochran formula and Morgan table, a sample
size of 384 Afghan migrants was chosen for the
study. The sampling method employed was a
three-stage cluster approach, involving the
selection of clusters or neighborhoods in the first
stage, systematic family sampling in the second
stage, and random selection of one Afghan
migrant aged 18 and above from each family in
the final stage. Data collection was carried out
using custom-made questionnaires. To ensure
the validity and reliability of the research
instrument, formal validity checks and expert

evaluations were conducted, with Cronbach's
alpha coefficient used to assess the reliability
and consistency of the questionnaires. A
Cronbach's alpha value exceeding 0.7 is
considered acceptable for  questionnaire
reliability. Prior to final implementation, the
reliability coefficient of each questionnaire item
was calculated using SPSS software based on a
sample of 30 individuals from the study
population, with all items demonstrating a
reliability coefficient above 0.7. Subsequently,
the validated questionnaire was administered to
the selected sample from the study population,
with responses recorded on a Likert scale. The
collected data was then entered into SPSS
software for indexing, normality checks, and
subsequent  descriptive, analytical, and
inferential analysis.

Discussion and Findings

Findings from the study reveal that migrants
generally hold positive attitudes towards the
host community, with above-average levels of
positivity. Factors such as gender, marital status,
and religion were found to significantly
influence these attitudes, while variables like
education, ethnicity, language, occupation,
income, and monthly expenses did not show any
significant differences. Notably, age, family
size, length of stay, and three independent
variables - expectations of shared cultural and
historical aspects between nations, migrants'
normative beliefs about the local citizens, and
exposure to media advertising - were all
positively correlated with migrants' attitudes
towards the host community. Stepwise
regression analysis further revealed that family
size and duration of stay in Yazd city accounted
for approximately 6% of the variance in these
attitudes.

Conclusion

The study suggests that these findings create a
favorable environment for the integration of
migrants, with potential for increasing the
benefits of their presence and fostering positive
interactions  between migrant and host
communities. Additionally, the results have
implications for improving relationships,
reducing challenges faced by migrants, and
strengthening ties between the two nations.
Policymakers can leverage these findings to
promote integration, enhance benefits for
migrants, and mitigate sources of conflict and
division.
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