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Abstract

The present study aims to investigate the effectiveness of deterrence in the light
of three indicators: severity, speed, and certainty of punishment in the city of
Herat. The methodology of this research is a combination of quantitative and
qualitative methods. Initially, the quantitative method was considered, in which
the target population consisted of law students at Herat University who were
classified based on random sampling and using the Cochran formula, 270
individuals were selected as the final sample. The data collection tool was a
researcher-made questionnaire, the validity and reliability of which were
confirmed. The findings showed that all three variables of severity, speed, and
certainty contribute to deterrence. The variable that plays the most significant role
in deterrence is the speed of punishment, followed by severity, and ultimately
certainty. After conducting the quantitative study, the statistical findings were
placed in the qualitative method framework. For this purpose, in-depth interviews
were conducted with a number of judges, police forces, and university professors
to explore the implemented practices. According to the experts, considering that
Afghan society is a punitive society, it seems that all three variables contribute to
deterrence. However, the elite in society believe that certainty plays the most
important role in deterrence. The conflicting views between the experts and the
statistical population may be justified in the context of political developments in
Afghanistan. Given the historical experience of the Taliban government and their
strict policies in the Islamic Emirate, it appears that the mental stereotypes of
Afghan society have accepted the implementation of severe and certain
punishments by the government.
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Introduction

Deterrence in Oxford culture refers to the
prevention or hindrance of action through
fear, terrifying anything and holding back. In
certain cultures, deterrence is defined simply
as prevention. Therefore, deterrence is a
coercive strategy that directs people's
behavior through the potential or actual use of
force (Friedman, 2016,p. 51). In this context,
deterrence means the prevention or reduction
of criminal behavior due to fear of punishment
(Mahmoudi Janaki and Aghaei, 2006,p. 243).
The theory of deterrence is based on the
premise that potential criminals, like all
citizens, are rational actors (Joan Jafari et al.,
2015,p. 63) who calculate their actions based
on hedonism. Thus, by increasing the costs of
crime, deterrence aims to make crime an
unattractive option for offenders. According
to these assumptions, the fear and
measurement of punishment costs cause both
actual and potential criminals to refrain from
committing crimes (Aghaei and Dadban,
2012,p. 127). Therefore, in the theory of
deterrence, the purpose of punishment is not
to restore public order, punish or influence
public opinion. Rather, the main philosophy
of punishment is to prevent actual and
potential perpetrators from committing crimes
and repeating them. The goal of imposing
punishment is to ensure that the criminal does
not repeat the crime in the future (specific
deterrence) and that other members of society
who have the capacity to commit crimes learn
from the punishment and refrain from
committing crimes (general deterrence).

Materials & Methods

The research method used in this study is
applied for the purpose and descriptive-survey
for the method. The statistical population
consists of all law students at Herat State
University. Out of a total of 900 students, a
final sample size of 270 individuals was
selected using stratified random sampling,
based on the size of the population and
Cochran's sample size formula. Descriptive
and inferential statistical methods were
employed to analyze the data. In terms of
inferential  statistics, the Kolmogorov-
Smirnov test was used in SPSS software,
along with the one-sample t-test and the
Friedman test to rank the components. The
data was collected using a researcher-made
guestionnaire, which included two main

sections: demographic information and items
corresponding to the hypotheses and research
model. Respondents rated and scored the
items on a scale from 1 to 5. Content validity
and the varimax test were utilized to ensure
the questionnaire's validity. VVarious statistical
methods, such as t-tests and Friedman's test,
as well as basic statistics like mean and
standard deviation, were employed to analyze
the data.

Discussion and Findings

The results of the descriptive statistics show
that 51.1% of the respondents were male. The
majority of the respondents were in the age
group between 20 and 22 years, while the
fewest were in the age group of 28 years and
above. In terms of marital status, 64.8% of the
respondents were single. Since the
significance level is greater than the error
value of 0.05, the null hypothesis is accepted
at the significance level of 0.05. Thus, it can
be concluded that the research indicators
follow a normal distribution, and as a result,
parametric statistics are used for data analysis.
The univariate t-test is employed to analyze
the effect of three research variables. If the
average for these questions is higher than the
overall average, it indicates that the three
variables - certainty, speed, and severity of
punishment - deter people from committing
crimes. The results of the one-variable t-test
demonstrate the estimated average for the
hypotheses. Considering that the "expected
number" or the average limit is greater than 3,
with 95% confidence and an error level of less
than 0.05, it can be inferred that, from the
perspective of the studied society, the
variables of certainty, speed, and severity of
punishment contribute to deterrence and
people feel intimidated.

Conclusion

Deterrence, one of the oldest theories
justifying punishment, has always been the
focus of criminal justice institutions. In
Afghanistan, the lawmakers are also
attempting to prevent crime by considering
the factors of deterrence, Shariah, and legal
punishments.  The findings of the
experimental study in this research
demonstrate that, within the statistical
population in question, all three variables of
punishment - certainty, speed, and severity -
contribute to deterrence. This result appears to
be in line with the cultural variables of Afghan
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society. Presently, Afghanistan is considered
one of the most illiterate countries in the
world. The lack of awareness and the
challenges within the cultural environment are
accepted realities within Afghan society.
Additionally, Afghanistan has experienced
three major wars with England, a fourteen-
year war with the Soviet Union, and several
decades of civil war, culminating in the
seizure of power by the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan. The continuous, destructive
wars, particularly the internal conflicts, have
caused significant problems in the economy,
culture, and the lives of Afghans.

Due to the unique circumstances, political
crises, and social crises of the past few
decades, Afghanistan is a society suffering
from "social disorder”. In such a disordered
society, where social cohesion and control
have declined, punishment becomes the most
effective means of controlling people's

behavior. According to the World Health
Organization, Afghan society is classified as a
punitive society, meaning that the culture of
punishment is ingrained within its cultural
structures. The punishment of children at
home and in school, a high rate of domestic
violence, and an increasing number of street
fights are some manifestations of this punitive
society in Afghanistan. Therefore, citizens of
Afghanistan have come to the conclusion that
any behavior contrary to custom or law can
have punitive consequences, as they have a
clear understanding of the punitive reactions
and the meaning of punishment. As a result, it
seems that this empirical and intuitive
understanding of punishment has made all
three variables - certainty, severity, and speed
- effective in achieving deterrence.
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