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Abstract

From the past until now, one of the requirements of
intercity roads for caravans or travelers has been the
existence of service and welfare buildings with different
functions. In the past, these buildings mostly included
single buildings such as caravanserais and cisterns.
However, in some parts of Iran, a series of service and
welfare buildings with different uses have been
identified together. These buildings are generally built-
in areas with unfavorable weather conditions, such as
hot and dry areas. Chehel-Paye is one of these identified
buildings located on the ancient Khorasan-Kerman
Road. Chehel-Paye is located today at the southern end
of the Deihuk section of Tabas County, inside the Lut
Desert. No independent research has been done on this
collection. While this complex is very important in the
study of the history of architecture for two reasons: 1-
having various structures with various uses and 2- stages
of construction of several periods. Therefore, it needed
to be addressed in independent research. Accordingly,
the main objectives of the present study include the
following: general review and comparison of the works
of this collection, identification of their possible use and
approximate dating of each of its buildings. The method
of this research is descriptive-analytical and the method
of collecting information is a combination of field and
library studies. In this article, while identifying the
function of all buildings, it was found that the buildings
of this complex were all service functions, but were
probably built in two or more periods from the 10 to the
19th century. For example, Payab in the first step, two
storage basins in the second step and caravanserai and a
number of other architectural spaces in the third step
were probably built during the Qajar period.

Keywords: Chehel-Paye complex, Khorasan-Kerman
Road, Tabas city, intermediate buildings, Islamic era
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