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Abstract

This article, which is the result of a research in the
field of iconology, tries to look at the presence of
Capra motif in the petroglyphs of Jorbat, North
Khorasan. The Jarbat petroglyphs have a special
position due to quantity and quality of motifs and
continuity (at least from the Bronze Age to the
contemporary era). A considerable amount of motifs
in the Jorbat petroglyphs are animal drawings and
many of them (more than four hundred) are different
images of Capra with prominent, curved horns. Two
different biological species can be distinguished in
these drawings: Capra aegagrus or Bezoar ibex with
tall and curved horns, and Capra aegagrus hircus or
Domestic goat with short and straight horns. From the
cultural point of view, the place of Capra in Iranian
thought can be traced back to ancient texts, where he
is a prowess symbol and a body for the valorous god
Bahram in battle with demons. But the main reason
for repeating this motifis the economic significance of
Capras in the life of the residents of this region. Capra
was domesticated by the inhabitants of the Iranian
plateau around ten thousand years ago. Since then,
this animal has been continuously featured in the
Iranian art, as chief of flock, and the symbol for
abundance of herd and crops. Shepherds of Jorbat
probably portrayed Capras on the cliffs over
thousands of years, as a blessing rout sign and in the
hope of fertilizing their flock.

Keywords: Khorasan, Jorbat, petroglyph, Iconology,
Capra.
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1. Petroglyph.
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3. Iconography.
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2. Iconology.
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3. Evolutionary history of the genus Capra (Mammalia, 1. A preliminary report on a newly discovered
Artiodactyla): Discordance between mitochondrial
DNA and Y-chromosome.

4. Domestication and early agriculture in the

petroglyphic complex near Jorbat, the plain of Jajarm,
Northeastern Iran.
2. The Initial Domestication of Goats (Capra hircus) in

Mediterranean Basin: Origins, diffusion, and impact. the Zagros Mountains 10,000 Years Ago.
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2. Capra aegagrus hircus or Domestic goat.
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1. Capra aegagrus aegagrus or Bezoar ibex.
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