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Geographical distribution of shia in Khorasan in initial centuries of Islam (first century till 
fourth century) 
 
Karim Soleimani1, Azam Bahrami2 
 
 
Abstract  
Khorasan was conquered in 29 lunar year by the second Khalifa Osman Ben Afan and with muslims 
through the leadership of Abdollah Ben Omar, gradually and city to city. After arrival of Islam to Iran 
and specially to Khorasan, most of the people and of course at the beginning of Islam entrance almost 
all of the Khorasan people gravitated to Sunnite. The dynasties which took power and government in 
Khorasn such as Samanian, Ghaznavian and Saljughian all of them had tendency to Sunnite. So people 
of those regions inclined to Sunnite. Gradually after the arrival of Sadat Alavi, Shiite could get 
appropriate position and lots of people joined to this branch of Islam. Even after a while, those which 
had not been joined to Islam , accepted this revealed religion through Shiite. The current article is 
going to discover how Shiite formed and distributed in Khorasan in initial centuries of Islam. In this 
way, after becoming familiar with geography of big and alive cities of Khorasan concerning Shiite, 
condition of entrance and distribution has been considered. 
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